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Former Union Highways
Minister and Army veteran
B.C. Khanduri passes away

The Hindu Bureau
DEHRADUN

Major-General B.C. Khan-
duri (retd), 91, who died
from age-related ailments
in Dehradun on Tuesday,
donned several hats in his
life. From soldier to parlia-
mentarian, Union Minister
and twice Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, he carried in-
to public life the bearing of
a military officer and built a
reputation around res-
traint, integrity, and admi-
nistrative rigour.

Mr. Khanduri was born
in Dehradun in 1934, and
his transition from the
armed forces to politics in
the early 1990s was not so
much a leap as an exten-
sion of his belief in institu-
tional order and public du-
ty. He entered
parliamentary politics from
the Garhwal constituency
and went on to become one
of the BJP’s most recognisa-
ble faces in Uttarakhand.

His national imprint was
perhaps strongest during
his tenure as Union Minis-
ter for Road Transport and
Highways in the govern-
ment led by Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. He was closely asso-
ciated with India’s major
highway expansion efforts,
including the Golden Qua-

1934 — 2026

drilateral project, and was
credited with helping ad-
vance a transformative
phase in the country’s in-
frastructure development.

As Chief Minister of Utta-
rakhand - a young State
formed in 2000 and still de-
fining its administrative
identity — Mr. Khanduri go-
verned with a reputation
for strictness that earned
both admiration and criti-
cism. He pursued anti-cor-
ruption measures and
sought to introduce sys-
tems aimed at strengthen-
ing transparency and
accountability.

Politics, however, was
not always kind to Mr.
Khanduri’s style of func-
tioning. His insistence on
discipline and procedural
order occasionally sat un-
easily within the compro-

mises of political life. Des-
pite this, even his critics
often acknowledged the
personal austerity and inte-
grity he brought to public
office.

Mr. Khanduri, popularly
known as “General Sahab”,
was widely respected
across political lines.

President Droupadi Mur-
mu condoled Mr. Khandu-
ri’s passing and in a post on
X, remembered him for his
honest, simple, transpa-
rent, and development-
oriented approach to pu-
blic service.

Vice-President C.P. Rad-
hakrishnan paid tribute to
Mr. Khanduri. Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said in a
post on X that he made in-
valuable contributions that
would always be remem-
bered. Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami expressed grief over
the death of the leader.

Former  Uttarakhand
Chief Minister and senior
Congress leader Harish Ra-
wat described Mr. Khandu-
ri as a personality of rare
stature and said every
phase of his public life
would be remembered for
“some goodness or the oth-
er”. “He was a person with-
out enemies,” Mr. Rawat
said.

20M. Former Union Highways Minister and Army veteran B.C. Khanduri
passes away

qd e aoraAnt # 3R @ & Rearer A4 wgd w Ae

e From soldier to parliamentarian, Union Minister and twice Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, he
carried into public life the bearing of a military officer and built a reputation around restraint,
integrity, and administrative rigour.

Te Ao & TG, FEr 7T 3R T IR 3TES & AETHA Tolol o, 3epiel ot ol siae 7
T ATAHRY FET TRFAT TATT WY 3R TIH, SHAASRY TAUT TeEfAS FORAT H SiF TS|
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e He entered parliamentary politics from the Garhwal constituency and went on to become one
of the BJP’s most recognisable faces in Uttarakhand.

3ogIeY AT Ah T & T FIET TSl 7 F32r fomar 31K 31T Tele 3a3@s 3 H1e19T &
TIY UgATTel T3 g H F Tah a1 |

e His national imprint was perhaps strongest during his tenure as Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways in the government led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

SoTehl TSERT TETe A HIH 3HTeeh oI Toil o7e 3 Heo fagRY areral & Aqcd arell SR 7
s yRaee 3R ToaATET 70 ]

e He was closely associated with India’s major highway expansion efforts, including the Golden
Quadrilateral project, and was credited with helping advance a transformative phase in the
country’s infrastructure development.

d R T T TSI fAEdR TR, e Mese Farfgereta aRAterar sh anfdier g, &
foehear & 53 1 3R 220 o IaETa=T faehrd & IRETahRT TROT &I 3T e 1 A 3¢ fear

T

SC notice on
petition that
U.P. crushed
labour stir
EPCSIGSV ]

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday decided to exa-
mine a petition alleging
that the State of Uttar Pra-
desh weaponised its police
machinery to infiltrate and
crush a legitimate labour
agitation in Noida to shield
corporates indulging in
“rampant wage theft”.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice B.V. Nagarathna issued
notice to the Uttar Pradesh
government, the State pol-
ice, and the Union govern-
ment for their response on
a petition filed by Sha-
kambhari, whose 60-year-
old activist husband, Sa-
tyam Verma, was ar-
raigned in three different
first information reports,
and slapped with the Na-
tional Security Act to frus-
trate his chances for bail.

“The State has weapo-
nised its police machinery
to arbitrarily crush a legiti-
mate labour agitation in
Noida, Uttar Pradesh,
shielding corporate enti-
ties from liability for ram-
pant wage theft, and mali-
ciously criminalising the
working class and civil so-
ciety members through
dragnet criminal proceed-
ings,” advocates Shahrukh
Alam and Paras Nath Singh
submitted.

20M. SC notice on petition that U.P. crushed labour stir
JfAFT R SC F Afew & U.P. & s Jreers Ft g

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday decided to examine a petition alleging that the
State of Uttar Pradesh weaponised its police machinery to infiltrate and crush a
legitimate labour agitation in Noida to shield corporates indulging in “rampant wage
theft”.

FNA FIE A HITAR T Teh IRl T GATS et T fA0TT Toram, Traet 3R 91 ar2m
foF 3 YU TRHR o “SATYeh dcdel AR F Torcd HIART HITIIT T SdTeT o TolT ATTST F I8
AT HicTeld H TAYS Y 3H Ferolel g] Tod o T SEAAT fhaT|

e A Bench headed by Justice B.V. Nagarathna issued notice to the Uttar Pradesh
government, the State police, and the Union government for their response on a petition
filed by Shakambhari, whose 60-year-old activist husband, Satyam Verma, was

arraigned in three different first information reports, and slapped with the National
Security Act to frustrate his chances for bail.

warafct . Y. AR T HEFETAT ATell 1S o AR SaRT SR F1eiehT TR e e
TR, T YTerd 3R she; GIhR 1 Afed ST foram| Trfereht 7 g1 a1 & 37k 60 avia
AT PRITdT Ui AT TAT T el 3TT3T-37e79T ITATRET F 3R =717 197 31R 3T

STHATA T HHTGAT T FHATCT FaA & foIT 3o7 IR ISR JRaT rfefergss S arm|

e “The State has weaponised its police machinery to arbitrarily crush a legitimate
labour agitation in Noida, Uttar Pradesh, shielding corporate entities from liability for
rampant wage theft, and maliciously criminalising the working class and civil society
members through dragnet criminal proceedings,” advocates Shahrukh Alam and Paras
Nath Singh submitted.

TG AETE JHTerd 3R I Ay A 71 Te R, T o AlTeT, 3 98 & Ueh 3

HTAH eI Y FAATA ST § Frelolad & TIT 3191 o HMRT 1 §IAIR T g EAATS
fFAT §, 9 adeT IR & T FHraRe TEAT FI e e’ & garm §, 31K a9« smafas
HIAATIEET oh HIETH H FHole 91 TUT AR THTST & HETdT Y GHITqoT ol A JTORTeR
FATATEI”
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Questions and nnsui.ters to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. The motif of this satellite

is present on 32,000 banknotes. Ans:
Mangalyaan

2. The national emblem featured on all the
banknotes. Ans: Lion capital of Ashoka

3. Mahatma Gandhi first appeared on banknotes
on this occasion. Ans: 1969; it was Gandhi’s
100th birth anniversary

4. This denomination currency, mostly used by
businessmen and traders for high-value
transactions, was introduced during the British
Raj and permanently withdrawn from circulation
by the Morarji Desai government.

Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan wanted
to re-introduce it, but the idea was shelved.

The denomination was ___ Ans: ¥10,000

5. This denomination shows the Konark sun
temple. Ans: ¥10

Visual: Identify this location and also the
denomination on which it is found. Ans: Sanchi
stupa, T200

Early birds: Rajib Ganguly | Tamanjit Bisla |
Neil Lall | Erfanally Oosmany | Barnali Biswas

20M. QUIZ

Mangalyaan on ¥2,000 Banknote

e Developed by Indian Space Research Organisation,
Mangalyaan was launched on 5 November 2013 and successfully
entered Mars orbit on 24 September 2014.

¢ India became the first Asian nation to reach Mars orbit and
the first country globally to succeed in its maiden attempt.

National Emblem on Indian Banknotes

e The Lion Capital of Ashoka is printed on all Indian
banknotes as the official national emblem of India.

e |t was adopted on 26 January 1950 from the Ashokan pillar
at Sarnath, built by Emperor Ashoka during the Mauryan period.

e The emblem contains four Asiatic lions standing back-to-
back, symbolising power, courage, confidence, and pride.

e The motto “Satyameva Jayate” appears below it. It
represents India’s sovereignty, constitutional authority, and cultural
heritage in official documents and currency.

Mahatma Gandhi on Indian Banknotes

¢ Mahatma Gandhi first appeared on Indian banknotes in 1969 during the celebration of his
100th birth anniversary.
e Later, the Mahatma Gandhi Series became the standard design for Indian currency in 1996.

10,000 Currency Note

e The %10,000 Indian Banknote was first introduced during the British Raj in 1938 by the

Reserve Bank of India for large commercial transactions. It was mainly used by businessmen,

financial institutions, and traders.

e The note was demonetised in 1946, reintroduced in 1954, and permanently withdrawn in
1978 by the Morarji Desai government to curb black money and illegal transactions.

o Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan later discussed reintroduction, but the proposal was

not implemented.

Konark Sun Temple on Currency

BOCS
India meets record peak

power demand of 26045 GW

Amid rising power demand with soaring
temperatures across the country, India was able
to meet a peak power demand of 260.45 GW
during solar hours at 3:40 p.m. on Tuesday, the
Union Power Ministry informed. This surpassed
the previous peak of 257.37 GW scaled on
Monday. According to ministry data, thermal
accounted for 61.5% of the power generated at
the peak hour, solar 22%, wind 6.7%, hydro 5.3%
and nuclear 2.7%. “This capacity to deliver on
rising power demand is not a story of overnight
transformation but one of sustained focus on
generation, transmission and distribution over
the past few years,” the ministry said.

e The %10 Indian Banknote features the famous Konark Sun
Temple on its reverse side.

e The temple, located in Odisha, was built during the 13th
century by King Narasimhadeva | of the Eastern Ganga dynasty.

e Recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, it is designed
in the form of a colossal chariot dedicated to the Sun God.

20M. India meets record peak power demand of 260.45
GW

HRT & 260.45 GW T RS 3Taaw fasrelt #ver gt 1

¢ Amid rising power demand with soaring temperatures across
the country, India was able to meet a peak power demand of 260.45
GW during solar hours at 3:40 p.m. on Tuesday, the Union Power
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Ministry informed.
SR H T&d dATIHTST & ST ST T9oTell HIT o GRTeT, HR of FHITGAR I G 3:40 Fof WX
FioiT & WA 260.45 GW T STAAH TrsTell AeT &6l 7 3T, g STareht FrT Rega #ame o
al

e This surpassed the previous peak of 257.37 GW scaled on Monday.
ST HIFGR &Y &of fhT T 257.37 GW & RSl 3TIdH T Y IR a1 for|

e According to ministry data, thermal accounted for 61.5% of the power generated at the peak
hour, solar 22%, wind 6.7%, hydro 5.3% and nuclear 2.7%.

HATOIT & JHTehs! o ITAR, ITATH HIIT & HHG 3ol ToTell 7 YIS T TN 61.5%, ER
Fiil T 22%, YaeT el T 6.7%, AT T 5.3% 3R IAT] AT T 2.7% Ve

GS Paper 1: History 20 May 2026
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20M. Shias in J&K divided over moon sighting
for Id-ul-Azha

$¢-370-31978T & fav 91 ff@sr i Ay J&K & R
e fasnfara

e A section of Shias in Kashmir has decided to
& 4 e observe Id-ul-Azha, an Islamic festival in honour of the
Shias in J&K divided over willingness of Prophet Abraham to sacrifice his son, on May

28 instead of May 27, when Sunnis and another section of

moon Sighting for Id-ul-Azha Shias will observe the festival in Jammu and Kashmir.

A section of Shias in Kashmir has decided to FeAR F R e & U T A 39e I A Fafledt S o fow
observe Id-ul-Azha, an Islamic festival in honour S CICES 3311%7" TeIRAT & GEA & FATT W

of the willingness of Prophet Abraham to H A & " ST @t

sacrifice his son, on May 28 instead of May 27, TAER éasarm FY 27 Fl'g' & Fol1T 28 Fl'é' Y AT T Ao

when Sunnis and another section of Shias will By ety gt faraT
observe the festival in Jammu and Kashmir. The e 5 SUSEEIE: qar T T 3 o1 313 T

moon sighting grouping, Ruet-e-Hilal Committee, HFHR 3 Tg ANER 27 HAS T HATTI|
of the All J&K Shia Association (AJKSA) said it . N . .
; % ; The moon sighting grouping, Ruet-e-Hilal

i %fg%‘}gﬁ%ﬁ%;“ﬁoffﬁ&a‘ Committee, of the All J&K Shia Association (AJKSA) said it
. - carried out “a careful observation and found that the crescent

[ERNRIRGNED) etther by the AJKSA Ruet-e-Hill moon of Zul Hijjah was not sighted (on May 18) either by the

AJKSA Ruet-e-Hilal Committee or by other moon sighting

committees across India”.

3iter J&K FRram waflwers (AJKSA) & aig ¢@sT aTell AfATa $ud-v-arer F3E ¥ Fgr i
3 “HatTgde FRIGTOT fohar 3R 9 o Fer frsait &7 =/ie; (18 # @) o df AJK SA ITA-T-
feomer F9&) g 3R o & Q oRa i 37 Aie SE arelr AATAT garT dwr

Committee or by other moon sighting
committees across India”.
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2 years after
crowdfunding
campaign,
Kerala native
set to be freed

The Hindu Bureau
KOZHIKODE

Kerala native Abdul Rahim,
for whom the Malayali
diaspora mobilised %35
crore in 2024 to save him
from death row, is set to be
released soon from a jail in
Saudi Arabia.

Mr. Rahim, a native of
Kozhikode was imprisoned
and sentenced to death in
2006 for the murder of the
14-year-old differently
abled son of his employer.
He had claimed that it was
an accident. A turning
point in the case took place
when the Malayali diaspo-
ra managed to raise I35
crore, the blood money the
victim’s family had de-
manded, in May 2024. The
victim’s family later agreed
to cancel the death sen-
tence after receiving the
money. The Saudi court re-
voked the death sentence
in July 2024.

However, the Riyadh
Criminal Court in May
2025 sentenced him to 20
years of rigorous imprison-
ment under the Public
Rights Act. That term is
ending on Tuesday.

His family members
have said that Mr. Rahim is
expected to be released
soon after the completion
of further legal formalities.

ARG
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20M. 2 years after crowdfunding campaign, Kerala native set to

be freed

FI3SHIET FAHIT F 2 T 91€, FTT Aar e & v IR

e Aturning point in the case took place when the Malayali diaspora managed
to raise ¥35 crore, the blood money the victim’s family had demanded, in May

2024.

ATHC H Teh HgcaquT HIS e AT 51 HoldTell FaRi HHerd o #§ 2024 H A3
IRAR @RI AN IS 5ol FHell o &9 A T35 FF FeT Tov |

e However, the Riyadh Criminal Court in May 2025 sentenced him to 20
years of rigorous imprisonment under the Public Rights Act.

gTeTifeh, RATg ATIRIAF FAATAT A ;S 2025 H 3¢ Ufeersh USTH TFE & ded 20 a¥
& HOR HRIA I Hsll FoATS |

Nalanda University a
civilisational symbol,
says PK. Mishra

T!e Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

The 21st century should be
a period of “intellectual de-
colonisation” that will help
in the recovery of civilisa-
tional self-confidence, said
P.K. Mishra, Principal Se-
cretary to the Prime Minis-
ter, at the third convoca-
tion of Nalanda University
held in Bihar’s Rajgir on
Tuesday.

‘Essential to the future’

“There are universities
that are institutions. And
then there are universities
that are civilisational sym-
bols. Nalanda belongs to
the latter category. The re-
vival of Nalanda University
reflects India’s belief that
openness, pluralism, dia-
logue, and inquiry remain
essential to the future of

humanity,” said Mr. Mis-
hra.

Mr. Mishra congratulat-
ed the graduating students
and urged them to “work
without walls”, calling
them to follow the true les-
son of ancient Nalanda’s
wisdom of openness.

“The central question
before humanity is not
merely whether we can
generate more information
or technology, but whether
knowledge will remain
connected to wisdom, eth-
ics, compassion, and hu-
man responsibility,” said
Mr. Mishra.

He highlighted the tradi-
tions of Ayurveda, Budd-
hist knowledge systems
and ancient texts such as
the Arthashastra and said
the 21st century would be a
“period of intellectual de-
colonisation”.

20M. Nalanda
University a
civilisational symbol,
says P.K. Mishra

ATeieT freafaearey &
FIGATT el ¢, M.
s  waT

e The 21st century
should be a period of
“intellectual
decolonisation” that will
help in the recovery of
civilisational self-confidence,
said P.K. Mishra, Principal
Secretary to the Prime
Minister, at the third
convocation of Nalanda
University held in Bihar's
Rajgir on Tuesday.

QUTIHAT o TeITT afag o). &.
A o AareraR & fogR &
TSR 3 3MATHT ATeler
freafgzme & et Srevia
7 g1 fop 2141 ) “digfoe
Sqfaaer-giFa &1 el gler
S FFIARTT ATcATIaRT St
YATCT  FETh g1 |

e He highlighted the traditions of Ayurveda, Buddhist knowledge systems and ancient texts
such as the Arthashastra and said the 21st century would be a “period of intellectual
decolonisation”.
3egiel 3rgde, dleyr FAT Ut 3R Sreheme S grellet Ut Y RT3t I @it foham AR
gl Toh 21T TeT “Sleferen ufaaer-afed w1 Hrer graf|
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Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang):

e The most celebrated Chinese Buddhist monk to visit Nalanda. He arrived in
India in (630 CE) and spent around 15 years at the university, studying
Buddhist scriptures, logic, and astronomy.

e He not only studied under the university's eminent scholars but also served as
a teacher.

e His detailed accounts provide a vivid picture of the university's daily life,
massive library (known as Dharmaganja), and curriculum.

Yijing (I-Tsing):

e Another prominent Chinese Buddhist monk and translator who traveled to
India.

e He stayed at Nalanda for 10 years, during which he collected numerous
manuscripts and carefully recorded the daily monastic rituals, rules, and
academic practices of the institution.

Dharmasvamin (Chag lo-tsa-ba):

e A Tibetan monk who visited Nalanda in (1234 CE).

e His travel accounts are historically invaluable because they provide one of the
last detailed, first-hand glimpses of the university and its surrounding
monastic communities just before and during the early Turkic invasions.

Faxian (Fa-Hien):

e A Chinese pilgrim who visited the Nalanda region in the early 5th century.

e Although he visited before Nalanda fully developed into a sprawling university,
his early travelogues mapped out the sacred Buddhist sites, paving the way
for later generations of Asian scholars to seek out the university.

Huiye (Hwui-yeh):

e Several Korean and Central Asian travelers, including Huiye from the Silla

Kingdom, made the arduous journey to study at Nalanda, acting as cultural

bridges by bringing Nalanda'’s teachings and translated texts back to East
Asia

GS
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Shared use of disputed religious sites
should be allowed to continue
T he mixed architecture of the Bhojshala-

Kamal Maula complex in Dhar, Madhya

Pradesh, has fed uncertainty about its re-
ligious identity for more than a century, with the
dispute intensifying around the time of the Ram
Janmabhoomi mobilisation. The Archaeological
Survey of India arranged in 2003 for people of
different faiths to take turns using it until a peti-
tion in the Madhya Pradesh High Court sought a
new survey to determine its ‘true’ character. The
High Court obliged in 2024. The Supreme Court
also allowed the survey to proceed with safe-
guards. On May 15, the High Court ruled that the
complex had been a Hindu temple and suggested
that the Muslim side seek alternative land from
the State, while insisting that it was only deter-
mining its religious character. The finding, fol-
lowing from Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya
Kant’s revival of the Bhojshala proceedings in Ja-
nuary, was based on the value of archaeological
evidence and the Court’s 2019 Ayodhya judg-
ment, especially the principles of “preponde-
rance of probability” and “faith and belief.”
While the Places of Worship (Special Provisions)
Act 1991 had frozen the religious character of all
places of worship as on August 15, 1947, the case
proceeded through a loophole in Section 4(3) ex-
empting “ancient and historical monuments” un-
der the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains Act 1958. Given the High
Court’s determination, this is a procedural side
door that hollows out the Act’s spirit.

The CJI’s involvement also amounts to the Su-
preme Court staying civil suits while allowing
PILs to achieve functionally identical outcomes.
The courts may believe that they are neutral ad-
judicators but they are operating in politically po-
larised terrain. Groups such as the ‘Hindu Front
for Justice’, which initiated parts of the Bhojshala
litigation, are politically backed entities using jud-
icial findings to consolidate agitation around con-
tested religious sites. Archaeological ambiguities
in mediaeval structures are not new; however,
adversarial litigation, in the form of courts asking
what was there ‘first’, can introduce arbitrary
bounds favourable to the majoritarian political
climate. A likely question is: why draw the line at
mediaeval conquest and not go back to pre-Hin-
du histories? The Bhojshala ruling indicates that
the Ayodhya verdict has paved the way to repeat-
edly challenge the status of minority religious
sites if they are also protected by the Survey, ex-
tending a record that already includes Gyanvapi,
Shahi Idgah, and the Bijamandal complex. The
1991 Act needs to be enforced strictly, with no de-
terminations of religious character except when
pertaining to title disputes already pending at the
time of its enactment. Equally, shared use should
be the norm as democratic coexistence out-
weighs any questions relating to ‘first” ownership.

W vge IR FIH Agcaqor

e The mixed architecture of the Bhojshala-Kamal Maula
complex in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh, has fed uncertainty about its
religious identity for more than a century, with the dispute intensifying
around the time of the Ram Janmabhoomi mobilisation.

HEY YU & YR T STeurelr-FHaver Ater aReER 1 FAHT areqenen a1
Ueh TedT & 31780 AT O 3T a1ffeh Ugae &l oIl A Raaar a1
SieH T &, 3R g Taare I SI=aAs{fA JHicTeleT & THY 3Teeh ey &1

I

e While the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act 1991
had frozen the religious character of all places of worship as on August
15, 1947, the case proceeded through a loophole in Section 4(3)
exempting “ancient and historical monuments” under the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958.

eIty ot T (Frehy suae) srferfaas, 1991 & 15 3ered 1947
e & 3THR Felr qoT Tl o enfdieh Tawy st FEUR & e o, foheq
g AHT URT 4(3) H AR 39 319a1g & AT A 3191 96T, it qreier
AR Td QAIdTfcas ¥oe 3T srady sfafags, 1958 & iceld “gredier
3R Ui FARS &1 B Jar T gl

e The Bhojshala ruling indicates that the Ayodhya verdict has
paved the way to repeatedly challenge the status of minority religious
sites if they are also protected by the Survey, extending a record that

already includes Gyanvapi, Shahi Idgah, and the Bijamandal
complex.

arsremeT Ao I Gaha &ar ¢ 6 srarear vy & 34 reuaeas afis
Tell T AT T TR-AR Fetelr & o1 AT Jered fohar g, Sit aderor &
3T TRFEIA &, 3R 59 et 7 Ugor T &7 ATaTdY, QMY Seang T
fiemdAse TRER S AT A g

e The 1991 Act needs to be enforced strictly, with no
determinations of religious character except when pertaining to title
disputes already pending at the time of its enactment.

1991 F ITATATH I HORAT A A9 T SIet T ITALTRT &, TAUT eMidh
TIET & H Tt 1S TAER0T Shaer 381 Al H gIT AT ST 38 1]
B & AT ¥ dfed ariAca Qaer ¥ gafaa gl

e Equally, shared use should be the norm as democratic
coexistence outweighs any questions relating to first’ ownership.

T &, AIST 3YITT ! ATAT TaTAT TATIT STl AT, FATh
AT TE-3HTEccd ‘T F1fHca & 53 Fordl off geaT & 31ferh
HAgcaqUT |
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Besides Hormuz, two more straits in
Indian Ocean are vital for global trade

While Bab-el-Mandeb forms the western gateway, the Malacca Strait forms the eastern opening to the Indian Ocean, which annually carries nearly

80% of the worlds sea-borne oil trade; UNCTAD data shows 8.7% of global sea-borne trade by volume transited the former and 24% the latter in 2023

NEWS ANALYSIS

Aniket Singh Chauhan

ead of the Iranian
l-[ Parliament’s Na-
tional  Security

Committee, Ebrahim Azizi,
on Saturday (May 16) an-
nounced on X that Iran
“has prepared a profes-
sional mechanism to man-
age traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz.” This announce-
ment came just a few days
after reports indicated that
Iran had set up a new bo-
dy, the Persian Gulf Strait
Authority, to oversee ves-
sel movement through the
strait.

With these two develop-
ments, Iran has effectively
formalised a toll system for
the vessels transiting the
Strait of Hormuz, the sole
maritime gateway for one-
fifth of global oil and LNG
supplies, as per U.S. Ener-
gy Information Adminis-
tration (USEIA) data. As the
world still grapples with
the energy crisis brought
on by this stranglehold,
these developments have
exposed the Achilles’ heel
of global trade - the critical
chokepoints that connect
the world’s chief maritime
mercantile routes.

While Hormuz remains
a global flashpoint, the In-
dian Ocean is also home to
two of the world’s most
crucial straits on which the
global economy hinges,
the Straits of Malacca and
Bab-el-Mandeb.

A closed ocean

As per C. Raja Mohan, visit-
ing professor at the Nation-
al University of Singapore’s
Institute of South Asian

Afile photo shows Yemeni fishermen passing a commercial ship in the strategic Bab-el-Mandeb, which
means ‘Gate of Tears, suggestive of the navigational dangers it poses to mariners. AP

Studies, “Unlike the Atlan-
tic and Pacific oceans, the
Indian Ocean is closed,
that is, a few straits control
its access. This makes
these straits immensely im-
portant for international
trade”

By any measure, the In-
dian Ocean is at the centre
of global trade. Each year,
the Indian Ocean sees
around 1,00,000 ships
transit its waters, account-
ing for roughly 30% of glo-
bal container traffic. More-
over, the Indian Ocean
region annually carries
nearly 80% of the world’s
sea-borne oil trade and
about 9.84 billion tonnes of
cargo.

While Bab-el-Mandeb
and the Suez Canal form
the western gateway to the
Indian Ocean, the Malacca
Strait forms the eastern
opening. Professor Raja
Mohan adds, “Unlike the
Strait of Hormuz, which
serves as the gateway to
the Persian Gulf, the Malac-

ca Strait and Bab-el-Man-
deb work as links between
larger sea routes.”

Whereas Bab-el-Man-
deb connects the Mediter-
ranean Sea to the Indian
Ocean via the Suez Canal,
the Strait of Malacca links
the Indian Ocean to the
South China Sea.

Gate of Tears

Located between the Ara-
bian Peninsula and the
Horn of Africa, Bab-el-
Mandeb links the Red Sea
and Suez Canal to the Gulf
of Aden. The Strait is 26-ki-
lometre-wide at its narrow-
est and is around 50 km in
length. Literally meaning
the ‘Gate of Tears’, it got its
name due to the naviga-
tional dangers it presents
to mariners.

As per USEIA data, 9.3%
of global crude oil and pe-
troleum liquids shipments
were transported through
this route in 2023. UN Con-
ference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD) data

suggests that 8.7% of global
sea-borne trade by volume
transited the Strait in 2023.
As a crucial link between
Asia and Europe, Bab-el-
Mandeb, along with the
Suez Canal and Suez-Medi-
terranean pipeline, is the
third busiest maritime cho-
kepoint in global energy
trade, according to USEIA
data.

On April 18, Hussein al-
Ezzi, Deputy Foreign Mi-
nister of the Houthis in Ye-
men, in a social media
post, threatened to block
Bab-el-Mandeb if U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump did
not cease hostilities in Iran.
Though the Iran-backed
Yemeni militant group has
not acted on these threats,
it has disrupted maritime
traffic through the strait in
the past. In response to the
Israeli attack on Gaza in
2023, the group attacked
several vessels passing
through the Bab-el-Man-
deb. Though the attacks
subsided by late 2025, the

traffic recovered only mar-
ginally by 2026.

Goosel Strait
Christened after the Malay
name of the Indian Goose-
berry tree, the Strait of Ma-
lacca is the shortest sea
route connecting the In-
dian Ocean to the South
China Sea and the Pacific
Ocean. Stretching roughly
900 km, the Strait is just
2.8 km at its narrowest. In-
donesia, Singapore, and
Malaysia are its littoral
states.

According to the UNC-
TAD, 24% of global mari-
time trade passed through
this strait in 2023. 45% of
global oil shipments, 26%
of all cars traded interna-
tionally, and 23% of dry
bulk cargo shipments use it
each year. A majority of
consumer and industrial
goods from the manufac-
turing hubs of East and
Southeast Asia rely on this
route to reach the rest of
the world.

Nearly all of East Asia is
heavily dependent on the
Malacca Strait to meet its
energy needs. China, for
example, relies on it for
75% of its oil needs. In
2003, the then-President
of China, Hu Jintao, coined
the term “Malacca Dilem-
ma”, describing the stra-
tegic exposure the strait
presents for China.

On April 22, the Indone-
sian Finance Minister float-
ed the idea of imposing a
levy on ships passing
through the Malacca Strait.
However, just a day later,
Foreign Minister Sugiono
backtracked on the idea
and reinforced Indonesia’s
commitment to freedom of
navigation under interna-

tional laws. Barring these
statements, the strait has
remained peaceful and
has, in fact, never been for-
mally closed in recorded
history.

No alternatives

What makes Bab-el-Man-
deb and Malacca strategi-
cally crucial is their geogra-
phy. Though alternatives to
these routes exist, they
either involve circuitous
routes that increase ship-
ping costs or are not suited
for high-volume global traf-
fic due to shallow depths or
lack of infrastructure.

The Strait of Malacca,
for instance, is home to the
world’s  second-busiest
container port, the busiest
container transshipment
hub, and the world’s lar-
gest ship refueling hub in
Singapore. While alterna-
tives to Malacca, like Lom-
bok and the Sunda Straits,
do exist, they can poten-
tially add 1,000-1,500 naut-
ical miles - around three to
five extra days at sea. This
results in higher fuel costs
and loss of Singapore’s
port infrastructure.

Similarly, for Bab-el-
Mandeb, the only viable al-
ternative is going through
the Cape of Good Hope at
the southern tip of Africa,
which adds 10-14 days and
approximately an addition-
al $2 million to costs.

Professor Raja Mohan
adds, “The scale of com-
merce that goes through
these chokepoints is un-
precedented. From stoves
in our houses to world eco-
nomies, everything de-
pends on these choke-
points. It is very important
that these trade routes re-
main operable.”

20M. Besides Hormuz, two more straits in Indian Ocean are vital for global
trade

gt & rormaT, g AR 4 &t 3 STawfRT 3RaF SR & v sedd Ageaqer
g

¢ While Bab-el-Mandeb forms the western gateway, the Malacca Strait forms the eastern
opening to the Indian Ocean, which annually carries nearly 80% of the world’s sea-borne olil
trade; UNCTAD data shows 8.7% of global sea-borne trade by volume transited the former
and 24% the latter in 2023.

STE1 dTa-37e-Fed G Ta2T GaR STl &, TgT AAFHT STeru e e HTHTR 1 Il Faier gar
g, St gfday faea & o1aTstaT 80% HHGT Aol AR T dge T ¢; UNCTAD & 3HTehst & HeTaR
2023 # 4TRah FHLT SITIR T 8.7% ST-3T-HH R 24% HeleFenT ST & GrehY IR

e Head of the Iranian Parliament’s National Security Committee, Ebrahim Azizi, on
Saturday (May 16) announced on X that Iran “has prepared a professional mechanism to
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manage traffic in the Strait of Hormuz.”
T T Y ISR gRaT WAt & gHE garfew sl o Afoar (16 #S) &I X o aiyor &
o &37T o “gloer Ferdfer & AR JeiereT & foIT Ueh 9eiay o TR fhar g1

e This announcement came just a few days after reports indicated that Iran had set up a new
body, the Persian Gulf Strait Authority, to oversee vessel movement through the strait.

Ig TIVUT 37 TeRT & FS 8 ot d1e; TS, TSIeTe hegT I AT 1o $10T ¥ STerd e & Jon= arel
STgTett 1 e & forw g rew w2 Iy s sar e vanfa fFar g

o With these two developments, Iran has effectively formalised a toll system for the vessels
transiting the Strait of Hormuz, the sole maritime gateway for one-fifth of global oil and LNG
supplies, as per U.S. Energy Information Administration (USEIA) data.

ST alell TICaAThaT o T, ST o FOTd T § gHIST ST e & IR dTel STETail & ToIT erel
ST T 3iTemies &9 2 fear g, ST USEIA & 3[R 3fRaeh der 3R LNG 3mqfef o uierd feed
T ThATT THET T2 AR g

e As the world still grapples with the energy crisis brought on by this stranglehold, these
developments have exposed the Achilles’ heel of global trade — the critical chokepoints that
connect the world’s chief maritime mercantile routes.

STe g 31t ot 58 fAG=0T & Scueiet Soll Hehe ¥ SIS TET ©, o 3o Heal3i o 3fRaeh saur
hT T TS AR T 3R fhAT § — I FAgcaqoT FHGT Hehd AT ST Gfa1dT o THE SATITRh
FIHA AT T S5 &

e While Hormuz remains a global flashpoint, the Indian Ocean is also home to two of the

world’s most crucial straits on which the global economy hinges, the Straits of Malacca and
Bab-el-Mandeb.

STl giAeT Ueh ATRaeh defre foig 5T g3 &, €T féfer Agram g &y &) o Ageaqut
TAATIT — FHeAFhT TAWT 3R qE-A-FHeT — F 8 W §, T W afRaes 3rdfegarar ek
FLATE

A closed ocean
Uch dq A

e As per C. Raja Mohan, visiting professor at the National University of Singapore’s
Institute of South Asian Studies, “Unlike the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the Indian Ocean
is closed, that is, a few straits control its access. This makes these straits immensely
important for international trade.”

Aeare FfAafidr 3w R F §edege 376 A3y v wediar & fafafder sivax . e
HigeT & IR, “Heaice 3R TRIid FHETHPRT & fawlid, ffe #eavR ¥e ¢, 3 Fo
awﬁﬁ?rsmﬁrqgﬂﬁmﬁam?ﬁ%l SHY A STl HTWSET AR & foIw 3dd
Hecaqul & ST 317

e By any measure, the Indian Ocean is at the centre of global trade.
& gt ¥ fig AP AfRaeh caTaR 1 &g &

e Each year, the Indian Ocean sees around 1,00,000 ships transit its waters, accounting for
roughly 30% of global container traffic.

&Y A fiig HETHRR & ST 1,00,000 STETeT IO &, S AR el ATATAT T ST 30%
gl

e Moreover, the Indian Ocean region annually carries nearly 80% of the world’s sea-borne oil
trade and about 9.84 billion tonnes of cargo.

30 37eTTdT, fie FFTHNR &1 Uiy fed 3 FaTsteT 80% FIGT el TR 31 28737 9.84 3”T
ToT AT T dgeT FLAT B |

o While Bab-el-Mandeb and the Suez Canal form the western gateway to the Indian Ocean,
the Malacca Strait forms the eastern opening.
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STET aTe-3reT-Few 3R T Ag fie AGRAPR T UfT#H Y 2aR i1 €, TET AT STaater
EREAR CIECHECCIN S
Professor Raja Mohan adds, “Unlike the Strait of Hormuz, which serves as the gateway to

the Persian Gulf, the Malacca Strait and Bab-el-Mandeb work as links between larger sea
routes.”

SIhER ST HGeT o1 gl “FIHST SIS STEl TTRITeT IToth I T SaR &, Te! HeAFHT STTHTe
3R ATE-3A-FHET 73 THGT AT o SreT Hdt b1 hrd FRA B 1

Whereas Bab-el-Mandeb connects the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean via the Suez
Canal, the Strait of Malacca links the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea.

STET aTd-3ol-Fed Tl 73 & ATETH § ALY LR 1 fge AFHENR & SIS g, d61 Helaah!
T Ee AR Y gfaror i AR & S

Gate of Tears
g3t FT gaR

Located between the Arabian Peninsula and the Horn of Africa, Bab-el-Mandeb links the
Red Sea and Suez Canal to the Gulf of Aden.

3T YrIEdT 3R 3T & gidl & oI FEUd aTa-37a-Fee dTel AP 3R ¥ 76T 1 3G i
S & AT

The Strait is 26-kilometre-wide at its narrowest and is around 50 km in length.

g FATY 379e G Gt fged 7 26 frelteiey =it 3R erereer 50 fohraiiadiex ot g

Literally meaning the ‘Gate of Tears’, it got its name due to the navigational dangers it
presents to mariners.

WTfegeh &9 & ‘Gt T GaR’ g ellel dlell S8 ST T Ig A1H FHGT AT & ToIT 587
WGAXATR AT & HROT (el

As per USEIA data, 9.3% of global crude oil and petroleum liquids shipments were
transported through this route in 2023.

USEIA & 3718, 2023 # d7Raeh hed def 3R Ieiforare el gerf i 9.3% Q9 gl AT &
TR

UNCTAD data suggests that 8.7% of global sea-borne trade by volume transited the Strait in
2023.

UNCTAD & 3fiehst & 37e[8R 2023 H 3TRaeh GHAT SATIR T 8.7% ST STord T A gleh oK

As a crucial link between Asia and Europe, Bab-el-Mandeb, along with the Suez Canal and
Suez-Mediterranean pipeline, is the third busiest maritime chokepoint in global energy
trade, according to USEIA data.

AT 3 T & 1 U AgcdquT I o T H, I19-37A-Hed, T e 3N FWa-AFRfATe
UISYETSH & WY TR AfRae ol SATIR T IeRT T Sed W TRl AT ¢ |

On April 18, Hussein al-Ezzi, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Houthis in Yemen, in a social
media post, threatened to block Bab-el-Mandeb if U.S. President Donald Trump did not
cease hostilities in Iran.

18 31 Y THA H gelt Tofg o 39 Facer #3 gller Jrer-goroht = Ferel AfSAT e & ey & foh
e AR AUl SNeTes € ST & AT e oAgT I, Al Te-3rel-Hd I Havey HY fer
STTeaT|

Though the Iran-backed Yemeni militant group has not acted on these threats, it has
disrupted maritime traffic through the strait in the past.

BTellTeh $X0eT THATIT THAT STATE THE o 37 AR IR IS 78T 2T &, et 3T Tger oY
3T STorTe & oA aTel THET 1A 1 S1fere feham g

In response to the Israeli attack on Gaza in 2023, the group attacked several vessels passing
through the Bab-el-Mandeb.
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2023 # ST T SR §HN & SIATS H 6 HE o a-3-HT F IR dTel S STeTell T
gHer foram |

Though the attacks subsided by late 2025, the traffic recovered only marginally by 2026.
gTeilTch 2025 % 37l b §Hel A &Y 31T, feheT 2026 Feh JTATAT 3 hael HIFel LR 3|

Gooseberry Strait

TrHal SrerEfer

Christened after the Malay name of the Indian Gooseberry tree, the Strait of Malacca is the
shortest sea route connecting the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea and the Pacific
Ocean.

AR el & FAGT ATH W AfAT Aot sraare, g AgrarR 1 gfaror Hie anr 3R v
HEWR { Sl aTell Hardl BT HHAT AL

Stretching roughly 900 km, the Strait is just 2.8 km at its narrowest.

FIITHIT 900 fhelHIeT ofell Tg ST 379 T8 T fged 7 dhadr 2.8 el aisr g1
Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia are its littoral states.

g, Ry 3k 7afdr sosh adg eer gl

According to the UNCTAD, 24% of global maritime trade passed through this strait in 2023.
UNCTAD & 38R 2023 # 3fRaeh THET SITIR &I 24% 38 STerdfer & gleht I

45% of global oil shipments, 26% of all cars traded internationally, and 23% of dry bulk cargo
shipments use it each year.

X aY 4Taeh ol WY T 45%, AT TR TR TR T SiTet dTell SRT T 26% 3N T Al
AT $T 23% WY 3T AT T YT FIdT 8

A majority of consumer and industrial goods from the manufacturing hubs of East and
Southeast Asia rely on this route to reach the rest of the world.

9d 3R gfaror-qa it & fafsor el @ 31t ater srfRremrer susierdr 3k sitez e ame
gforen & ST Rt eveh ey & v gl et o) e et #
Nearly all of East Asia is heavily dependent on the Malacca Strait to meet its energy needs.

TSI T AT AT 3790 FiaiT ITaRTHATHT BT G e & FAT Ferarart srerafer oX st
[BERES

China, for example, relies on it for 75% of its oil needs.
3ETEX0T & ToIT, et 319eiT 75% ool ATTRISRATHT o Torw 38T W TR &

In 2003, the then-President of China, Hu Jintao, coined the term “Malacca Dilemma”,
describing the strategic exposure the strait presents for China.

2003 # T & Achrellet Tsgafcl § FoIait = “Fererepr gl eree; reT, S et o fow 5w
ST GaRT 3cdeef WTeilfceh SITEH T GATaT g

On April 22, the Indonesian Finance Minister floated the idea of imposing a levy on ships
passing through the Malacca Strait.

22 379l T FRATAAT & fawt #Ht o FerFhT STAATY § IoRA FTel STl T Yoeh oM T faaR
TEd feRa|

However, just a day later, Foreign Minister Sugiono backtracked on the idea and reinforced
Indonesia’s commitment to freedom of navigation under international laws.

gTelifeh, Wﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁerﬁgﬁmﬁﬁsﬂﬁwﬁ%mgWWémﬁ
sAlggt T TadTdT & Ui SRR H yfdeeyar aers |

Barring these statements, the strait has remained peaceful and has, in fact, never been
formally closed in recorded history.

ST ST T BISH, T ST QMfarqoT 71 W & 3R got sfagra 7 el Jitraiis w7 d a9
EEER]
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No alternatives

1§ RAFeq T8l

What makes Bab-el-Mandeb and Malacca strategically crucial is their geography.
T1E-3H-HET H FAFHT T IUTAITCIoh & F HgeaqUT Seflod dTell TG FHROT oTehl $F1e &

Though alternatives to these routes exist, they either involve circuitous routes that increase
shipping costs or are not suited for high-volume global traffic due to shallow depths or lack of
infrastructure.

glellTeh 3oT HTAN o Tdehod Hise &, AifeheT & AT AT ofalT IEAT AT 8 Torerd fATT ofrered 576 SAreh
€, T T had TgTg 31T JIAATET @l hT ehafl & HROT AT ARk ATARAT & ToIT Iugerd =TgT
gl

The Strait of Malacca, for instance, is home to the world’s second-busiest container port, the
busiest container transshipment hub, and the world’s largest ship refueling hub in Singapore.

3ETERUT & ToIT, HeTarehT STrH e # G T GO T TET heel SGIINE, Hod cTET healk
crafA#e she 3R RATTYR g =T Ta& T37 STeTeT U+ $RTd he; [FUd 8l

While alternatives to Malacca, like Lombok and the Sunda Straits, do exist, they can
potentially add 1,000-1,500 nautical miles — around three to five extra days at sea.

gTcllfeh Holerehl o [aehod SIET e 3T YT STeraterat #ise &, Afehet d o787 1,000-1,500
I Frer A e I arer srfaRera wop et &1 gl aer whd £

This results in higher fuel costs and loss of Singapore’s port infrastructure.

SEH $U AT Sedll ¢ 3R THIMYR & SeTmg ST ohT 137 e el arerT |

Similarly, for Bab-el-Mandeb, the only viable alternative is going through the Cape of Good

Hope at the southern tip of Africa, which adds 10-14 days and approximately an additional $2
million to costs.

S8l YehR, ATE-Hl-Hed I ThHATT cFaer [dehod 3R o G laTol BR EUd H9 3% IS
BT IS 8, TSI 10-14 31faRerd feat 3R oramster 2 fAfoe gfer & ATAREFT ofere o3
SN

Professor Raja Mohan adds, “The scale of commerce that goes through these chokepoints is

unprecedented. From stoves in our houses to world economies, everything depends on these
chokepoints. It is very important that these trade routes remain operable.”

SIhER AT ARGl o g, “GoT HehY FHGT HAN & ol dTel STTIR T JHATAT 739 &1 AR R
& ool U oo faed 3riegaeun3i e, T Fo g1 AR W AR AR | F§ 3T ATEeTh §
o & AT AR Furfod 81 1

GS Paper Il: Polity 20 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

20M | Delhi Police ask SC to review UAPA bail terms

feeelt gfae & SC & UAPA SraTera erait Y watarr e &) &gt
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A F 9T F ATl ¥ WA haT; TER o Hgl ‘39T WY
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SC JHTANT & SAMVTAT J=t A SATAYEF el FT AFT GolTd & FAFTRAT ¥ Afew s
faar
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SHANTI 3rfaferrer F aifea dar dge w0 glter F1E & TR

Delhi Police ask SC to review UAPA bail terms

Delhi Police say jailing under UAPA may warrant
a larger Bench in view of ‘conflicting’ judgments

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

he Delhi Police on
T Tuesday told the
Supreme  Court

that the question of wheth-
er prolonged incarceration
and delay of trial could
override the statutory res-
trictions on bail under anti-
terror laws such as the Un-
lawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act, 1967, may
warrant consideration by a
larger Bench in view of two
“conflicting”  judgments
rendered by coordinate
Benches.

The oral submission was
made before a Bench of
Justices Aravind Kumar
and P.B. Varale at the hear-
ing of bail petitions filed by
the 2020 Delhi riots ac-
cused Abdul Khalid Saifi
and Tasleem Ahmad, chal-
lenging the September 2,
2025, order of the Delhi
High Court denying them
bail. Referring to a judg-

Under UAPAS

@

of the accused takes a

backseat. I am not opposing

the interim plea, but the

issue of statutory restrictions
on bail under anti-terror

statutory bail bar, the
presumption of innocence

laws requires

consideration by a larger Bench in view of the
two conflicting judgments
ADDITIONAL SOLICITOR-GENERAL S.V. RAJU

appearing for the Delhi Police

ment delivered a day ear-
lier by a Bench of Justices
B.V. Nagarathna and Ujjal
Bhuyan, which held that
“bail is the rule and jail is
an exception” even in pro-
secutions under the UAPA,
Additional Solicitor-Gener-
al S.V. Raju, appearing for
the Delhi Police, submitted
that the ruling may not
have laid down the correct
position in law.

“..when there is a pre-
sumption in law, as con-

tained in Section 43D(5) of
the UAPA, which is a man-
datory presumption, and
the word used is ‘shall’,
then the presumption of
innocence of the accused
takes a backseat...that as-
pect has been lost,” he
said.

During the hearing, Jus-
tice Kumar asked Mr. Raju
whether his position was
that the coordinate Bench
had committed an error.

“That is going to be my

Under the UAPA’s provision on bail, presumption
of innocence takes a ‘backseat’, the govt. states

Umar Khalid's petition on
bail for 15 days dismissed

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Tuesday
dismissed Umar Khalid’s
15-day interim bail plea to
attend bereavement

care for his ailing mother.
This came a day after the
top court voiced “reservat-
ions” about its January
decision denying him bail.

FULL STORY ON

rituals for hisuncleandto ~ » PAGE®
submission, provided 1  requires consideration bya
read the judgment. I have  larger Bench in view of the

not read the judgment be-
cause I did not have time,”
Mr. Raju responded. He
submitted that while he
was not opposing interim
bail for the two accused,
the broader legal issue re-
quired consideration by a
larger Bench in light of the
“conflicting” rulings.

“My Lords may consider
interim bail, I am not op-
posing that._but the issue

two  conflicting
ments,” he added.

The judgment by the
Bench headed by Justice
Nagarathna was delivered
on May 18 while granting
bail to Jammu and Kashmir
resident Syed Iftikhar An-
drabi in a narco-terror case
investigated by the Nation-
al Investigation Agency
(NIA). In its ruling, the
Bench voiced “serious re-

judg-

20M. Delhi Police ask SC to review UAPA bail terms
feeelt gfa® & SC & UAPA STHTaTa erlf Y Fatatr #3a 1 Fgl

servations” about the Janu-
ary 5 judgment denying
bail to Jawaharlal Nehru
University scholars Umar
Khalid and Sharjeel Imam
in the alleged larger con-
spiracy case linked to the
2020 Delhi riots, including
the foreclosure of their
right to seek bail for a year.

The Bench underscored
that the January 5 verdict
had failed to correctly ap-
ply the binding principles
laid down by a larger three-
judge Bench in Union of In-
dia v. KA. Najeeb (2021),
which held that prolonged
incarceration and delay in
trial can override the statu-
tory restrictions on bail un-
der Section 43D(5) of the
UAPA.

Taking note of the sub-
missions, the top court
posted the matter for hear-
ing on May 20 to consider
the interim bail plea.

‘Bail is the rule’
Justice Bhuyan, who auth-

On May 18, the court said that the principles laid
down by a three-judge Bench were not followed

ored the May 18 judgment,
had observed that the
phrase “bail is the rule and
jail is the exception” was
not merely an empty slo-
gan but a constitutional
principle flowing from the
fundamental rights to life,
speedy trial, and freedom
from arbitrary arrest and
detention. He also ex-
pressed concern over cer-
tain verdicts “hollowing
out” larger Bench rulings
such as KA. Najeeb, which
championed personal li-
berty against state excess.

The Delhi High Court on
September 2, 2025, had
dismissed Mr. Ahmed’s
bail plea, saying “delay in
trial” cannot be the sole
ground for consideration.
It had said that except in
cases of palpable violation
of fundamental rights or
breach of constitutional
rights, bail cannot be
granted on the sole factor
of long incarceration or de-
lay in trial.

o Delhi Police say jailing under UAPA may warrant a larger Bench in view of ‘conflicting’
judgments.

T8 NS T ITGTHT & FohalT &

e Under the UAPA’s provision on bail, presumption of innocence takes a ‘backseat’, the govt.
states.

fereell gfera ¥ T fob UAPA & Tgcl oiel # e & ATel 3 TaRImeRy iAot &1 d@d gu veh

TER & Fgl foh UAPA & STHTT TG & ded foie9dT el IROT e el a2

e On May 18, the court said that the principles laid down by a three-judge Bench were not
followed.

AT

e The Delhi Police on Tuesday told the Supreme Court that the question of whether
prolonged incarceration and delay of trial could override the statutory restrictions on bail
under anti-terror laws such as the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, may warrant
consideration by a larger Bench in view of two “conflicting” judgments rendered by coordinate
Benches.

18 HE I 37cTeld o gl foh died-=arardielt S 9t garT e Rgyiar & arefe w8r fanar

feeelt gferer o FHererar @1 gofer FE A gt & a1 olall g 3R Hehedt H AT, RFwpEh

arfafafrar Qwam) srfafager, 1967 S srderdre A e & dgd STATd W durfas
gfaee} T fated X TRl 8, 38 T2 W TA-ag diat garT feu 1w ar “farememe” favfat &
HROT T3 915 gaRT AR fRT ST 61 3TaegehdT & Tl ¢

e The oral submission was made before a Bench of Justices Aravind Kumar and P.B. Varale
at the hearing of bail petitions filed by the 2020 Delhi riots accused Abdul Khalid Saifi and
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Tasleem Ahmad, challenging the September 2, 2025, order of the Delhi High Court denying
them bail.

Ig AT s Famawfd 3Rfdg FAR 3R 9. arer &1 die & qaer 2020 feee gt &
IR Jreger @iferg WA 3 aFeT IEHS AR A STATA AR Y Ferars & et
S, Toras Segiel faeelt 81§ HIE & 2 AR, 2025 & STHTAT rEdlepict IS T Gl &1 AT

Referring to a judgment delivered a day earlier by a Bench of Justices B.V. Nagarathna and
Ujjal Bhuyan, which held that “bail is the rule and jail is an exception” even in prosecutions
under the UAPA, Additional Solicitor-General S.V. Raju, appearing for the Delhi Palice,
submitted that the ruling may not have laid down the correct position in law.

Fargafet .. AR 3R Feerer 73T I de gaRT T et yg feT AT 39 v & e
Wgﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁwwmﬁ? UAPA & ATl 7 ot “THAAT T § 3R et 319are”, ieoelr
gﬁv@rmﬁﬁ%rguyﬁﬁwa‘ﬁﬁamw.ﬁ.ﬂﬁw%ag%waﬁw
Rufa reiRa 7€ Far g aar gl

“...when there is a presumption in law, as contained in Section 43D(5) of the UAPA, which is
a mandatory presumption, and the word used is ‘shall’, then the presumption of innocence of
the accused takes a backseat...that aspect has been lost,” he said.

3TgIot el “...5T8 Flelel H UAPA T 4IRT 43D(5) SIET 3fotard &Ro g, 3R 38 ‘shall’ 2rsg &1
ST TR 31T B, e R T fAGfoar &t emom e Telt STl §...39 gl ol AoR3iarst #
AT IR I

During the hearing, Justice Kumar asked Mr. Raju whether his position was that the
coordinate Bench had committed an error.

FeAdTS & SRTeT FARIHfA FAR A AT A T YO 7o F97 3eTehl A Tg & foh Ty il T 1S e
Bl

“That is going to be my submission, provided | read the judgment. | have not read the
judgment because | did not have time,” Mr. Raju responded.

A ] 7 3R Te, “afe # foroTa ug o ot I8l A gl gt ﬂﬁﬁnﬁuaﬁrwarm%ﬂsi
THY =1gT el

He submitted that while he was not opposing interim bail for the two accused, the broader
legal issue required consideration by a larger Bench in light of the “conflicting” rulings.

3ogiet gl Toh STafeh dg Gleil TRITUAT T AT RHA STHTTT T T g X I &, ST Plofeil
Heg W FauEmere” Aol & #FeeoR 981 iie @R [ T3 Sirer 3imaeash g |

“My Lords may consider interim bail, | am not opposing that...but the issue requires
consideration by a larger Bench in view of the two conflicting judgments,” he added.

35gial 3R FgT, ‘AT +IIRATe AR STHRTT R AR & ThdT &, H 3TAT TG0 78T T
TET... AifeheT I FHeer el TaRrememet fAuTt & wRoT 921 dis earT fauR Ay 1

The judgment by the Bench headed by Justice Nagarathna was delivered on May 18 while
granting bail to Jammu and Kashmir resident Syed Iftikhar Andrabi in a narco-terror case
investigated by the National Investigation Agency (NIA).

TSl AT T ITEYRTAT dTell NS o 18 FE 1 AT ST TAAT (NIA) IR ST fohe a7w
AR A H THHAR AT $7g $TFAGR aTeh T FTAAd G T T€ A0 G|

In its ruling, the Bench voiced “serious reservations” about the January 5 judgment denying
bail to Jawaharlal Nehru University scholars Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam in the
alleged larger conspiracy case linked to the 2020 Delhi riots, including the foreclosure of their
right to seek bail for a year.

391 A0t 3 fo & Famevare Agw favafagarey & enfial 37 anfeg 3k arehe sam
2020 fEeelr &t & T3 HTAT T3 AToTer A H STAT § AT It aTel 5 SAAady & 0 I
“318R 3o saerd $i, TG T a¥ deh STt A9 & 3SR ot 8ff s T e arar &)

The Bench underscored that the January 5 verdict had failed to correctly apply the binding
principles laid down by a larger three-judge Bench in Union of India v. K.A. Najeeb (2021),
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which held that prolonged incarceration and delay in trial can override the statutory
restrictions on bail under Section 43D(5) of the UAPA.

i o Y@ifohd TR foh 5 STeTal o $hdel 7 Union of India v. K.A. Najeeb (2021) & dfi=i-

FrATeeNT 13T d1s @Rt frutRa aresrly fgid! s el alies & o) a8 faham ara, forest
T 1T AT o ofelt g, 3R ke ar 7 S UAPA T &IRT 43D(5) & el STHleldl IX ofet denforen
giaset &Y foREd R T &

e Taking note of the submissions, the top court posted the matter for hearing on May 20 to
consider the interim bail plea.

a@sﬁwwﬂaﬁgwﬁ&mﬁmmmﬁmwﬁwmaﬁmmﬁ
gorars 20 7§ & el &

‘Bail is the rule’

Modi skips questions
from press; Store says
different traditions’

OSLO

The External Affairs Minis-
try defended India’s record
on democracy on Monday,
for the second time during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s European tour, over
Mr. Modi’s decision not to
take questions from the
press. Norwegian Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Store
called the practice a “diffe-
rent tradition” from Nordic
countries that he had to
&(respect”.

During the joint press
appearance with his coun-
terpart, Mr. Modi was con-
fronted by a Norwegian
journalist who asked him
to respond to media ques-
tions, as was the norm in
the European country. La-
ter in the day, after the
same journalist confronted
the External Affairs Minis-
try on the issue, as well as
on human rights during a
briefing, a senior Ministry
official said India was a “ci-
vilisational country”.

“We hear a lot of people
asking why this, why that,
but let me tell you this. We
are one-sixth of the total
population of the world,
but not one-sixth of the
problems of the world,”
said Secretary (West) Sibi
George. “We have a Consti-
tution which guarantees
the fundamental rights of
the people. We have equal
rights for the women of
our country, which is very
important,” he said.

Earlier in the day, Helle
Lyng Svends, a correspon-
dent for the Dagsavisen,
stood up after the press
statements made by Mr.
Modi and Mr. Store in Oslo.
“Prime Minister Modi, why
don’t you take questions
from the freest press in the
world,” she said, then fol-
lowing him out of the
room, adding, “Do you de-
serve the trust of our...
[government]?”

On Tuesday, leaders of
Nordic states and Mr. Modi
also addressed the press at
the end of the India-Nordic
Summit, but did not take
questions. Speaking to The
Hindu, Mr. Store said he
had to respect the wishes
of other leaders from coun-
tries of “different tradi-
tions”. “All my Nordic col-
leagues have talked to
journalists from different
news [media] outlets, but I
have to respect that India
may have different tradi-
tions. That’s for [Indians]
to resolve,” he said.

During the PM’s visit to
the Netherlands on Satur-
day, Dutch journalists had
similarly raised objections
to the practice of no ques-
tions with Mr. George dur-
ing a press briefing.

“We face these kind of
questions basically be-
cause of the lack of under-
standing of the person who
asks the question,” Mr. Ge-
orge had replied, citing In-
dia’s historic democratic
freedoms and human
rights record.

‘FTATAT AT

e Justice Bhuyan, who authored the May 18
judgment, had observed that the phrase “bail is the rule
and jail is the exception” was not merely an empty slogan
but a constitutional principle flowing from the fundamental
rights to life, speedy trial, and freedom from arbitrary arrest
and detention.

et a7gt, fSiwgiel 18 #S a1 0Ty foran, = et foh

ST, caRe Ferars AR AFATA TRy oo fewraa &

T & A 31fHRT & Perer Gdenfae Reuia &
e He also expressed concern over certain verdicts

“hollowing out” larger Bench rulings such as K.A. Najeeb,
which championed personal liberty against state excess.

3egiel o Tt ox Foidr #ff sy T Sit KA. Najeeb S1&
T3 N5 & el F W@ W @ 8, Seaia T i 31fa
& faweyr cafeaerd Fadar &1 a@de fHar |

e The Delhi High Court on September 2, 2025, had
dismissed Mr. Ahmad’s bail plea, saying “delay in trial’
cannot be the sole ground for consideration.

el 818 F1E & 2 [T, 2025 & Y 3gAG ST STATT
mmmgmm%“wﬁwm
TaaRoTRT 3R AZT 8T JhdT|

e |t had said that except in cases of palpable
violation of fundamental rights or breach of constitutional
rights, bail cannot be granted on the sole factor of long
incarceration or delay in trial.

37ETeld o gl AT Tk Hiforeh 31RISRT & TS eaa a1
T 1TAFRT & geTeT 3 AT HT DIFH haol ole he
T FHeheH H o & YR G STATA oTel &1 ST Fehell|

20M. Modi skips questions from press; Store
says ‘different traditions’
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A A T F Tl ¥ GWeor fFAT; TR o FgT ‘el [WRI’

The External Affairs Ministry defended India’s record on democracy on Monday, for the
second time during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s European tour, over Mr. Modi’'s decision
not to take questions from the press.

faer FATeT o WIAAR T FerTeTe= 7g Ry T AT F17 6 ER1eT GadT IR AlehcdT I R
o ReplS T srara femaT, FFiifeh A HIET & 98 o Farel w761 foiv |

Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store called the practice a “different tradition” from
Nordic countries that he had to “respect”.

AT & TEITAHAT SATH T FTER o7 ST TAT BT AlTseh AT T “37eT9T WIRT T, THHHT 37
“FFATA” AT AT

During the joint press appearance with his counterpart, Mr. Modi was confronted by a
Norwegian journalist who asked him to respond to media questions, as was the norm in the
European country.

379 HHPET oh T HYeFcd U SUTEAT oh GRIeT, Toh Ald Toidial Teh o AT AT & #fsar &
HATC! T STATE &t T heT, SIAT foh 38 JUNT U H AHT TaT ¢

Later in the day, after the same journalist confronted the External Affairs Ministry on the

issue, as well as on human rights during a briefing, a senior Ministry official said India was a
“civilisational country’”.

&t 3 1e; &, ST 38 I7hR o et o6 GRIeT 3 FHee 3R AFQITHRRT T olehd s #arer &
HaTer TR, a9 HATE & T TISS ISR o &gl foh AR Teh “HFIAITT o2l §

“We hear a lot of people asking why this, why that, but let me tell you this. We are one-sixth of
the total population of the world, but not one-sixth of the problems of the world,” said
Secretary (West) Sibi George.

giRaH ATHCT & gig R Siter o e, ma’g'aa’l?ﬁﬁagq\mga?‘r%ﬁ:a’s’a:ﬁr gg 3T,
AT 3 T T TAAT ATGAT 1§ GfoTAT &Y FreT A T o o &, AT gfevam
AT 7 ToT fgear g g l”

“We have a Constitution which guarantees the fundamental rights of the people. We have
equal rights for the women of our country, which is very important,” he said.

3egiel hgl, ‘AR ITH Ueh TN & i1 aelt o Alfores 37feRT T sy 2ar &1 gAR gar fr
HTEENHT T AT ITAHR 1ot &, S Tgf Fgeayol §1”

Earlier in the day, Helle Lyng Svends, a correspondent for the Dagsavisen, stood up after
the press statements made by Mr. Modi and Mr. Store in Oslo.

f&eT 71 Igel, SPraTfaesT T Fareardr goo foier Ta5d 3iFan 7 s AT 3R 4 TR & 99 gadear
& SIE T E¥ |
“Prime Minister Modi, why don’t you take questions from the freest press in the world,” she

said, then following him out of the room, adding, “Do you deserve the trust of our...
[government]?”

Wﬁwm@rg@m, “FIT 3719 §ANY. .. [FRPR] T TAaTH Uit & JRT §2”

On Tuesday, leaders of Nordic states and Mr. Modi also addressed the press at the end of
the India-Nordic Summit, but did not take questions.

HITTAR &Y AlTseh 20T & ar3it 3R & AT & SRA-ATTSw RE AT & 370 § 99 FI
Fafera fomar, diferst garer 781 T

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr. Store said he had to respect the wishes of other leaders from
countries of “different traditions”.

& e & STt Rl g A1 TR o g o 3o “3HelaT XORTHT” aTel R1T oh 3 A3t 1 Seosaft 1
HEAT AT TS|
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“All my Nordic colleagues have talked to journalists from different news [media] outlets, but |
have to respect that India may have different traditions. That’s for [Indians] to resolve,” he
said.

3ogiel T, “AX Tt ATfSeh TgAIral & fafdesr TATaR ATETHT & IIhRT & o1d & &, oAfohel
TS g TFATT el G foh TRl T 3TeleT TUITT g Tehcll &1 FE [$TRATIN] T T T 17

During the PM’s visit to the Netherlands on Saturday, Dutch journalists had similarly raised
objections to the practice of no questions with Mr. George during a press briefing.

TAAR I TETAHT T AlgTels AT F SN 3T ITHRT o 3t 9 shifthar & 4t Sier & @rea f§ar
Harell arely 39 92T WX 39fy Sidrs &Y

“We face these kinds of questions basically because of the lack of understanding of the
person who asks the question,” Mr. George had replied, citing India’s historic democratic
freedoms and human rights record.

A ST o STaTe AT T, “GH H TG o Fallell T HHAT Hel T § FTel YS! dlel Gl hl
FHST T FHA F FROT R §,” 3R 9Ra Y AeI¥er Ahdite TaadIarsit gar A
RIS T Jooi@ HAT

SC Commission issues notice
to authorities in Punjab over
caste slurs in Census forms

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Noting that Census 2027
forms for Punjab list caste
slurs as synonyms for the
names of Scheduled Caste
communities, the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) has issued a
notice to the Director of
Census Operations in Pun-
jab as well as the State go-
vernment’s Social Justice
Department as part of its
investigation into the issue.

The notice was based on
a complaint from National
Safai Karmachari Commis-
sion Vice-Chairperson Har-
deep Singh Gill. The Union
government’s self-enumer-
ation website for Census
2027 lists offensive words
for the Valmiki community
in Punjab, Mr. Gill told The

Self-enumeration website lists
offensive words for the Valmiki
community, says complaint.

Hindu, citing the use of
words like “Chura” and
“Bhangi”.

In fact, Census officials
may simply be following
the Constitution (Sche-
duled Castes) Order, noti-
fied by the President of In-
dia, which repeatedly lists
these offensive words as
synonyms for the caste
name “Balmiki” in the SC

lists for Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Maha-
rashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Chandigarh, Gujarat, Kar-
nataka, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, and Madhya Pra-
desh. In other States, in-
cluding Delhi, “Bhangi” is
listed by itself as a caste
name, despite being consi-
dered a slur by many.

Mr. Gill said these words
are prohibited under the
SC/ST  (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act.

In its notice, the NCSC
enclosed Mr. Gill's com-
plaint and said that it has
“decided to investigate/in-
quire” into the issue as per
its Constitutional powers.
It has asked for an action-
taken report from both the
Director of Census Opera-
tions and the Punjab go-
vernment within 15 days.
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20M. SC Commission issues notice to authorities in Punjab over caste slurs in
Census forms

SC TANT & STAMOTAT Y= 3 AfAaF eAeal T AF goia & FAFRAT Fr afew
SR foRam

e Noting that Census 2027 forms for Punjab list caste slurs as synonyms for the names of
Scheduled Caste communities, the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC)
has issued a notice to the Director of Census Operations in Punjab as well as the State
government’s Social Justice Department as part of its investigation into the issue.

a?é@ﬁg@ﬁsdaﬁé?mzoﬂqqﬁﬁaﬂﬂﬁamﬁwasma?mimﬁ
ST 3T sTeTeh WUsg; Fehaees 8, USSR ITHfrd SIfer AT (NCSC) o 38 Heg Hr sird
F d&d IS H STTT0TAT HATlT [1eereh dAUT o WHR & FHATOS I AT &l AlfeH ST
Far gl

e The notice was based on a complaint from National Safai Karmachari Commission Vice-
Chairperson Hardeep Singh Gill.

Ig ACH TSET THTS FHARY ATANT & 3UTeTsT e g Frer i Reprad & 3R ) s
R It

e The Union government’s self-enumeration website for Census 2027 lists offensive words for
the Valmiki community in Punjab, Mr. Gill told The Hindu, citing the use of words like
“Chura” and “Bhangi”.

At Rret o g fEg T I o Fetervrer 2027 & foIT dhey THR H FF-M0EAT IqHZE TN IS &
eI FHER & TIT T 3R 90" S AT sel T 3TN fohar AT 7|

e In fact, Census officials may simply be following the Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order, notified by the President of India, which repeatedly lists these offensive words as
synonyms for the caste name “Balmiki” in the SC lists for Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Chandigarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh.

AT A, SAITAT HTAFHNT T : Shael IR & Tvgufd eaRT AR w@fem regfa
ST AT T UTeld FX IQ &, THH T, gRIATOM, FATT YT, AGRISE, SAIEING, TG,
T[S, Shetieeh, ISTEATE, TR SaTTel R AEF T T SC HIAT # “sTeafR” Sict =71 &
T & FG H FoT IATAoIAeh AT Y TR-GR Felaey har gl

e |n other States, including Delhi, “Bhangi” is listed by itself as a caste name, despite being
considered a slur by many.

el afed 3w Tl & o7l &l T Teh ST AT & & H Fellaey fhar AT g, STdih w5
9T 3 3TYATTSTeTeh 2Tec, AT 2

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Mr. Gill said these words are prohibited under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

T 31T & gt T I 2reg, SC/ST (IR AR fAfaws & aga ufasfa gl

In its notice, the NCSC enclosed Mr. Gill's complaint and said that it has “decided to
investigate/inquire” into the issue as per its Constitutional powers.

3791 AEH H NCSC o 4t forer v RIS HetaeT Tt §T el foh 3HeA 3=t HAeforeh erireay
o T 59 Heg hl “SId/ISTS el 1 foia foram gl

It has asked for an action-taken report from both the Director of Census Operations and the
Punjab government within 15 days.

3TN o FATUTAT TATeleT fAeereh 3R UoiTe TFR gt & 15 &t & iR Fidars Rare Arf §1

SHANTI Act liability absurdly low: plea in SC

T!e Supreme Court on

Tuesday appeared wary
about rocking the boat on a
new nuclear law which

~ caps liability at less than
4,000 crore even as the
petitioner, a retired bu-
reaucrat, reminded the
court of its own 40-year-
old judgment that held that
the “larger and more
prosperous” an enterprise
carrying on a hazardous
activity is, the greater must
be the compensation for
causing an accident which
may affect thousands of
lives.

“Name a single country
which does not fulfil its
energy needs through nu-
clear plants,” Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant, head-
ing a threejudge Bench,
asked petitioner E.A.S.
Sarma.

Mr. Sarma, represented
by advocates Prashant
Bhushan and Neha Rathi,
has challenged the Sustain-
able Harnessing and Ad-
vancement of Nuclear
Energy for Transforming
India (SHANTI) Act of
2025, primarily on the
ground that it allowed priv-
ate sector and foreign cor-
porations to operate nu-
clear power plants in India

—_—

5 _ 8

and has further capped the
liability of these operators
at an “absurdly low level
and exempted the supplier
from any liability”.

But the Bench adopted a
cautionary note about exa-
mining the legality of the
Act, terming it a “sensitive
legislative policy issue”.

Mr. Bhushan submitted

that Article 21 (right to life)
could not be sacrificed on
the altar of policy.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi
queried whether the peti-
tion was challenging the
very act of foreign corpora-
tions setting up nuclear
power plants in India or if
it was limited to the quan-
tum of financial liability
post a nuclear accident.

Mr. Bhushan argued
that both were intercon-
nected, the compensation
threshold had been lo-
wered to minimise liability
in order to attract foreign
private investors in the nu-
clear sector.

He said the Supreme

Court’s 1986 judgment in
the Oleum gas leak case
had made a strong state-
ment against cutting cor-
ners on liability to attract
investments through ha-
zardous industry. Forty
years ago, the court had ex-
tended the ambit of Article
12 of the Constitution to in-
clude private corporations
engaged in dangerous and
hazardous activity under
the definition of ‘state’ for
the purpose of enforcing
fundamental rights, partic-
ularly Article 21, in case of
accidents.

Chief Justice Kant listed
the case for the second
week of July.
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20M. SHANTI Act liability absurdly low: pleain SC
SHANTI 3rfaferrer # 1fea W dge Fa: glter F1E & TR

The Supreme Court on Tuesday appeared wary about rocking the boat on a new nuclear law
which caps liability at less than 4,000 crore even as the petitioner, a retired bureaucrat,
reminded the court of its own 40-year-old judgment that held that the “larger and more
prosperous” an enterprise carrying on a hazardous activity is, the greater must be the
compensation for causing an accident which may affect thousands of lives.

FRA FIE A HITCAR T Teh 77T GAT] Flefel T EEAETT el Sl T Hclehell ferdrs, Tt
aTiea HAT 24,000 FU3 ¥ F iR &1 715 §, Safn afRemendl, e darfega dieerg,
37CTeTeT T 38eh 40 Y YXIeT el hT I1e; TS, ToIerat shet a1 T o TSieiar “as7 31K Togeer
IS GerlelTeh AT el ATe SSTA BT, Scfell &1 JTereh H3TTST 3§ TH gIed & foIT et gram
ST gSIRT ST & SaeT ! TAHTfad Y FehdT &

“Name a single country which does not fulfil its energy needs through nuclear plants,” Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a three-judge Bench, asked petitioner E.A.S. Sarma.

ceT-=graTefieit AT dia Y 3TETETCT X T& IR & HET ~ARITRI FAHI A FeIehrehcll §.0.0H.
T & Yo, “UH Tohdll Ueh 27 T AT TATST SiT U= FoiT ITALI AT i GRATT] HIHT

AIETH | QAT AT

Mr. Sarma, represented by advocates Prashant Bhushan and Neha Rathi, has challenged
the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India (SHANTI) Act of 2025, primarily on the ground that it allowed private sector and foreign
corporations to operate nuclear power plants in India and has further capped the liability of
these operators at an “absurdly low level and exempted the supplier from any liability”.

el $79oT 3R AeT W qarr wfafAftica fw arw 4l ot F Feeeaer g U3 vsaiwT AHw
FgfFeras TSl BR grawifT 53T (SHANTI) 3rftrfersr, 2025 &1 gt & 8, Aead: 56
3R I o 78 Tl & 3R faeel shuferat st 1Rt & oRaATo] Sioft § Fanford et &
3TTATC T & 3R 3o IR T TSIFEACKT T “dge ha TR I AT A MY Fclehel 137t T Tt
3T e1fca & HFd FAT B

But the Bench adopted a cautionary note about examining the legality of the Act, terming it a
“sensitive legislative policy issue”.

gTelifer 95 & g TR 7 Jerar Hr S T Tdeh 3@ 19131 3R 3 “Gagaaeie
faemdt #Aifd Fegr gam|

Mr. Bhushan submitted that Article 21 (right to life) could not be sacrificed on the altar of
policy.
A 37907 = gl fob HeTedE 21 (SfiaeT o JTAHR) Y AT oh ATH T dfclered AgT FhaT ST FehelT|

Justice Joymalya Bagchi queried whether the petition was challenging the very act of foreign
corporations setting up nuclear power plants in India or if it was limited to the quantum of
financial liability post a nuclear accident.

=G SaATeT arTd o gor foh F41 Frfen siRd & fagel huferat arT W] @37 it
A & R T & Al & TEY § AT Tg el TRATY] GEeT & ae; faer erfica hr e deh
AT B

Mr. Bhushan argued that both were interconnected, the compensation threshold had been
lowered to minimise liability in order to attract foreign private investors in the nuclear sector.
sﬁwﬁﬁ%mﬁsaﬁmﬁwqﬁr?%sﬂtmmﬁmﬁﬁsﬁﬁmmﬁ
T e o foT F3mast hr AT 61 e fonam I § arfer arfica germ S & |

He said the Supreme Court’s 1986 judgment in the Oleum gas leak case had made a

strong statement against cutting corners on liability to attract investments through the
hazardous industry.
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3gial gl T 3nferas At Ruma ek 7 e FIE F 1986 & baat o Walalrh 3 &
AegA ¥ fAder 3mRia X & fow a1fica & aXa & f@ard aed feoquh $r oY

e Forty years ago, the court had extended the ambit of Article 12 of the Constitution to include
private corporations engaged in dangerous and hazardous activity under the definition of
‘state’ for the purpose of enforcing fundamental rights, particularly Article 21, in case of
accidents.

ATCNH T Tge 3eTerd = HITETT & Hefede 12 & IR Y TGId §T WeieAreh fafafert
HeraeT Tt shafarat st T & aiemrsT F enfdver fonam o, aifes gee-msit i fFufa 7 #ifas
HTRR, faRAIveRT srefede 21, T o] fomam o T |

e Chief Justice Kant listed the case for the second week of July.

HET ~GIATEIRT Fid o HATH I SeTS o GER T & ToIT Fehaee |
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New phones, old woes: anganwadi workers struggle with patchy Internet, digital
disconnect in U.P. villages

T YT, YT GRRfAAT: U.P. & 91T F FAeiR $eteie AR Bioree gt & s @
HITTATS FTAFAT

20M

Congress, its leaders must stop being ‘obstructionist’, says Finance Minister

FIH 3T 3TF A3t HY 91T SN’ Y Ao 96 FIET AR, T 70 F Far
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New phones, old woes: anganwadi workers struggle
with patchy Internet, digital disconnect in U.P. villages

CHANDAULI

In the villages of Uttar Pra-
desh’s Naugarh block in
Chandauli district, sur-
rounded by forests on all
sides, Internet connectivity
is still patchy in several
areas. While anganwadi
workers received new mo-
bile phones this month
from the government, ac-
companied with expecta-
tions of conducting a chunk
of their work online, con-
nectivity issues were not ta-
ken into consideration,
they said.

During a meeting at Am-
daha village, anganwadi
workers from other villages
in the block, including Mar-
watiya, Deori Kalan, and
Baghi, said spotty Internet
connectivity is adding to

Spotty Internet connectivity is
adding to the woes, said
workers. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

the woes of workers alrea-
dy saddled with unmanage-
able workloads.
“Sometimes the Poshan
Tracker app does not re-
gister the faces of benefici-
aries due to network is-
sues and we cannot give
them the ration they are
entitled to,” a 50-year old

worker said.

Last year, the Ministry of
Women and Child Develop-
ment (WCD) mandated fa-
cial recognition authentica-
tion for beneficiaries
comprising pregnant and
lactating mothers as well as
children up to the age of
six. The Hindu reached out
to the WCD Ministry with a
detailed set of questions
but has not received any
response till the time of go-
ing to press.

Moreaver, not everyone
is equipped to deal with
technology equally, the
workers said. One of the
younger workers in the
block, in her 20s, said ma-
ny of the older workers call
her for help while they are
at work but she is hardly
able to resolve the issues
herself. “The Poshan app

keeps getting updated ev-
ery few days... but if the
workers do not understand
the features, how would
they coordinate with oth-
ers?” she said.

They also pointed out
that they are unable to use
WhatsApp because it is not
loaded on the phones,
which only have apps such
as Poshan, a GPS tracker
app, and other State
scheme-specific apps.“We
have to take our photos on
the GPS tracker, which will
show our face and our loca-
tion. Then we send that to
our our supervisors via
WhatsApp group,” said
another worker.

Several others told The
Hindu that to keep one
phone for WhatsApp and
another for Poshan Tracker
app is impossible as they

would have to shell out
double the money for Inter-
net recharge.

Stumbling block

The workers pointed out
that they are part of various
groups where they coordi-
nate with each other and
officials such as the ‘ICDS
Naugrah Daily’ group, ‘An-
ganwadi homework group’,
among others.

Their supervisor, Saroj
Giri, acknowledged the
technological challenges.
“Many of the workers are
elderly and are still learning
how to navigate the
phones. They need What-
SApp too because some of
the work comes online and
we have to share it with
them. We have to follow the
government’s directions,”
the supervisor said.

20M. New phones, old woes: anganwadi workers struggle with patchy
Internet, digital disconnect in U.P. villages

AT P, A TRRAAAT: U.P. & anial 7 AR setaie 3R Bioed gt & 37 @
TITIaTST HTAFHAT

¢ Inthe villages of Uttar Pradesh’s Naugarh block in Chandauli district, surrounded by
forests on all sides, Internet connectivity is still patchy in several areas.

IR 3T SaTel & FOR 3o 92T & aAlerg sclter o =gt fore & a1ial & &5 &3} F Sexae
FATFerdd) 3T i FAART

o While anganwadi workers received new mobile phones this month from the government,
accompanied with expectations of conducting a chunk of their work online, connectivity issues
were not taken into consideration, they said.

AT FRIBATHT T T FAglel TRPR T AT A5 BleT [Fel, AT & 37 39T 1o T 93T
TREAT 3TeTelIS et T 3TUET 8 T 315, Afchet ot facT THTIT3T IR &A1 AT fear I,
3ogiel el |

e During a meeting at Amdaha village, anganwadi workers from other villages in the block,

including Marwatiya, Deori Kalan, and Baghi, said spotty Internet connectivity is adding to
the woes of workers already saddled with unmanageable workloads.

mmﬁgma:mmxmnm:ﬁm,mmmm@rmm
HRASATIHT o gl o HAGR T Fallaeiac! Tgel A & e HIA & ST § ST W
FIIFHAT3T T AT 5T W B

o “Sometimes the Poshan Tracker app does not register the faces of beneficiaries due to
network issues and we cannot give them the ration they are entitled to,” a 50-year old worker
said.

Teh 50 TUTT HRIRdT o Fgl, “FHT-FHH Acaeh FHETIT & HROT T ¢ T e fdar & Iex
Gl STET T 3R &H 358 3oTehT & aTell TR 8T & I |”

e Last year, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) mandated facial
recognition authentication for beneficiaries comprising pregnant and lactating mothers as well
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as children up to the age of six.

ool a¥ AT vF a1 A FHAET (WCD) o T3Tacy 3R TIT9TH et arell AT J4T ©F
Y deh o gal Aled AT & forw iage Refaa vamofieor sifaars fomar ar

e The Hindu reached out to the WCD Ministry with a detailed set of questions but has not
received any response till the time of going to press.

& &g & WCD Harerd & faecl weail o WY Hoeh fohdT, olfehed FATIR Feh1RIA gt cleh IS X

ST STl 31T
e Moreover, not everyone is equipped to deal with technology equally, the workers said.

b 3TeITdT, T T dheileh T THTA ¥ & e 3 T8TH oTal &, PIABATNT of gl

e One of the younger workers in the block, in her 20s, said many of the older workers call her
for help while they are at work but she is hardly able to resolve the issues herself.

Solleh &Y 20 I T I aTel Ueh JaT rdehcll o gl o S JoI31 Hdehcll 1A & GNIT Heg &
ToIT 38 goircll &, AfeheT a5 T off TEEA3it A1 HREol A gl Y I &

e “The Poshan app keeps getting updated every few days... but if the workers do not
understand the features, how would they coordinate with others?” she said.

35 g, “QIOT ¥ EX FS (&A1 & IS BIeAT T &... Aot Al Hrishcll FehT faRIveait st
& T8T FHS, Al F GERT o AT FH-aT Hhdl haf?”
e They also pointed out that they are unable to use WhatsApp because it is not loaded on the

phones, which only have apps such as Poshan, a GPS tracker app, and other State
scheme-specific apps.

3ogiel Ig Y IR foF I SEICANT T YT AT < GT & & FAiTeh Bled H TG 3TeIeY oTgl g,
STafeh 3737 hdel NINOT, GPS T Y, 3R 317 T Aierar-fafise vog g

e “We have to take our photos on the GPS tracker, which will show our face and our location.
Then we send that to our supervisors via WhatsApp group,” said another worker.

Teh 37 FHIIhdT o dhgl, “§H GPS THT IX 79T HICT il Bic &, ForaeT §ART U7 31 dlehera
feTs$ e &1 FOFY 697 38 SpIead 9 o ATEIH W 379 YoRaTSoN i Hoic 617

e Several others told The Hindu that to keep one phone for WhatsApp and another for Poshan
Tracker app is impossible as they would have to shell out double the money for Internet
recharge.

&g 31 AN o & fEg 1 I o STty & foIw T wiet 3R o & ¥ & fow gaw v
TG=AT 3A § FiTeh 8 1T 3og geTeie Reellol IR ST ST T hlel g9 |

Stumbling block
CEE ]

e The workers pointed out that they are part of various groups where they coordinate with each
other and officials such as the ‘ICDS Naugrah Daily’ group, ‘Anganwadi homework group’,
among others.

Hhcl131 = ST foh A fafdesr et 1 feear & STeT 3 Ueah-g@r 3R it & ary geeay
el &, S8 ‘ICDS Naugarh Daily’ §¥g, ‘Hierararst gas I 31|
e Their supervisor, Saroj Giri, acknowledged the technological challenges.

SeTeh! GuRaTsor TRIST Y o cTehetiehl Toilferat T Tiiehe fohaT |

e “Many of the workers are elderly and are still learning how to navigate the phones. They need
WhatsApp too because some of the work comes online and we have to share it with them.
We have to follow the government’s directions,” the supervisor said.

RATSSH o el ‘&S Friercl Fopet & R 3730 o It Traretr dr @ 1 3¢ sgready r o
3R & FiTeh T HHA JHleTelTSeT AT & 3R g & IeTeh WY FIHAT AT 81Tl 8| §H THR
& Tl T ITeleT YT I §1”
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congress, its leaders must
stop being ‘obstructionist;,
says Finance Minister

NEW DELHI

If the Congress and its lead-
ers cannot “contribute
positively” to the nation,
they should stop being
“obstructionists”, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said on Tuesday.

In a post on social me-
dia, she also went on to list
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment’s achievements un-
der various social sector
schemes, asking if these
were aimed at benefiting
the Adanis or Ambanis.

“Since 2014 we continue
to serve every sector and
every section of our socie-
ty through our policies and
initiatives,” Ms. Sithara-
man said. “Farmers, the
poor, women, youth,
MSMEs are at the core of
our governance structure.”

The Finance Minister
asked whether the 58 crore
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana accounts that have
been created were for

Nirmala Sitharaman

“Adani/Ambani”.

She also questioned
whether the achievements
under the Mudra Yojana,
Vishwakarma Yojana, In-
ternship scheme, e-Shram
cards, VB-G RAM G Act, Ay-
ushman Bharat, PM KI-
SAN, Lakhpati Didi, Drone
Didi, PM Garib Kalyan An-
na Yojana, SVANidhi,
ECLGS 5.0, and several
other initiatives were for
the benefit of the
industrialists.

“We are focused on the
welfare of common peo-

ple,” the Finance Minister
asserted. “If @INCIndia
[the Congress] and its lead-
ers cannot contribute posi-
tively to nation-building,
they should stop being ob-
structionists. A responsible
opposition does not en-
gage in fear mongering.”

Earlier in the day, Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
had attacked the govern-
ment, saying that “a fero-
cious economic storm is
looming over our heads”.
“In 12 years, what Modi ji
built as a structure — it was
only for Adani and Amba-
ni,” Mr. Gandhi said at an
event in Rae Bareli. “And
now, that very structure is
about to come crashing
down. The blow won’t land
on them - they have es-
cape routes.”

“The blow will land on
you — on the youth, the
poor, the middle class, the
farmers, the labourers, the
small traders — who were
never even part of that
structure,” he added.

20M. Congress, its leaders must stop being ‘obstructionist’, says Finance
Minister

FTAF 3T 3TF AdTHT FY AT ST Y Ao 9 FET AT, AT 7 F Far

o Ifthe Congress and its leaders cannot “contribute positively” to the nation, they should stop
being “obstructionists”, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Tuesday.

Tfe HE 3R 3T% AT ITSE & AT “TRRIHS TG LT & T, Y 3o “STET STeled Tel”
Tl 8¢ Y ST A1fe, o #T fAete WarAvT o HITerar T &aT|

e In apost on social media, she also went on to list the Narendra Modi government’s
achievements under various social sector schemes, asking if these were aimed at benefiting
the Adanis or Ambanis.
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Trrer AT W Tk U 7 3781t g AT BN 7 AT ArATToTh 837 T A3t F g
SYCITeEral Y Fellarer foham 3R IoT o & A 31eelt AT 37aTei o o1t o forw 2|

“Since 2014 we continue to serve every sector and every section of our society through our
policies and initiatives,” Ms. Sitharaman said.

A BIARHACT = g, “2014 F g =1 ATl 3R Tgell & ATETH & THATST o 6 &7 AR g et
AT I INEEI”

“Farmers, the poor, women, youth, MSMEs are at the core of our governance structure.”
“fenane, I, AfFATT, & 3R MSMESs gARY T s7aET & e, H §1”

The Finance Minister asked whether the 58 crore Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
accounts that have been created were for “Adani/Ambani”.

T #H3T o qoT foh T ST 91T 58 FUT TUTAHA ST e ANoTeTT BT “HTA/37STA" o forw F|

She also questioned whether the achievements under the Mudra Yojana, Vishwakarma
Yojana, Internship scheme, e-Shram cards, VB-GRAM Act, Ayushman Bharat, PM
KISAN, Lakhpati Didi, Drone Didi, PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, SVANidhi, ECLGS 5.0,
and several other initiatives were for the benefit of the industrialists.

3egiet Ig 8T el TR T oFam HaT Asratt, faeasat AT, $e=ifAd Arsrar, $-5 #18, VB-
GRAM Act, HTISATT R, PM KISAN, a@afer &1, 3T &1&Y, PM I Fearor 3ot FrotatT,
SVANidhi, ECLGS 5.0 3R &g 37T Tgall I ITTeUdT 3cITI AT o ol o ferw 2|

“We are focused on the welfare of common people,” the Finance Minister asserted.

o 7Y F SR S g, “§H 31T ARl & FHed1oT 9T FHfgd g 1”7

“If @INClIndia [the Congress] and its leaders cannot contribute positively to nation-building,
they should stop being obstructionists. A responsible opposition does not engage in fear
mongering.”

“gfe @INCIndia [FiarH] 3R 3TF ST Tse THHTOT 7 ThRIcHS AT 81 & Hhd, dl 376
JTT STeled Aol ATl 66 T Gail ATfeV | Ueh TAFAGR TaqaT s thetlel H enfier &1 gar!”

Earlier in the day, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had attacked the government, saying that
“a ferocious economic storm is looming over our heads”.

SE TS et # FT ST g Y ¥ TR T GHA T g T AT o "0 S 311Ter
IohTeT AR IR o) FHST TET 1

“In 12 years, what Modi ji built as a structure — it was only for Adani and Ambani,” Mr. Gandhi
said at an event in Rae Bareli.

Ay el o TRIEYe I Ueh I A H g, “12 aut & A S & S ST ST — I8 hddl e
3R 3tETel & fow ar)”

“And now, that very structure is about to come crashing down. The blow won’t land on them
— they have escape routes.”

“3iX 379 IET ST Tg=T ATl & | SHHT 3R 37 W Ag! IS — JoToh UTH 9 foishelat & TXA & 17

“The blow will land on you — on the youth, the poor, the middle class, the farmers, the
labourers, the small traders — who were never even part of that structure,” he added.

3eglel 33T ShgT, “SHeRT I 3T IR IS — JaT3il, I, Hege a9, fohafrait, Horell iR oI
SAITRET I — it hell 3 &7 o feear ot =t 41"
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Modi and Meloni outline road map for India-Italy strategic partnership

A 3T AR 7 HRA-geel Wefas arEiar & fow AsAT veqa e
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India and Vietnam deepen defence ties with focus on maritime security

AR 3 AT 3 T Y& W Gld & |1 8T Hael HY FAorae fhar
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U.S. approves $198-mn deal for Apache support
IR A 3T wHde & faw s198-Afoaw wld M A D
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A China-U.S. summit that drew global attention

T NA-3ANFT RNET TFAad @ ARTs e 3T Far
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ATSH IATH 3iTecAd haor Y caredr
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China’s new worldview and the future of global politics

her ot o7 Rreag e 31t R Trorehfer a1 srfersar
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Nigeria says its joint strikes with the U.S. have killed 175 IS militants
ATFSRAT 7 FeT 3 IJARFT F qrr e goal & 175 1S HTAHAE AR 7T

Modi and Meloni outline
‘road map for India-Italy
strategic partnership

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Italian Premier
Giorgia Meloni, in a joint
op-ed across several news
platforms, outlined an ex-
panded road map for
cooperation between the
two countries across sec-
tors, including trade, tech-
nology, energy, space, and
security, against the back-
drop of an emerging “Indo-
Mediterranean” corridor.

“The relationship bet-
ween India and Italy has
now reached a decisive
stage. In recent years, our
ties have expanded with
unprecedented momen-
tum, evolving from a cor-
dial friendship into a spe-
cial strategic partnership
grounded in the values of
freedom and democracy
and a common vision for
the future,” said Mr. Modi
and Ms. Meloni in the op-
ed titled “A Strategic Part-
nership for the
Indo-Mediterranean™.

“Both India and Italy are
located at the very heart of
two crucial hubs of the glo-
bal economy - the Indo-
Pacific and the Mediterra-
nean — regions that cannot
be viewed as separate
spheres, but instead as in-
creasingly interconnected
spaces,” it said.

“As a matter of fact, we
are witnessing the emer-
gence of what might be
termed the Indo-Mediter-
ranean, an important cor-
ridor for trade, technology,
energy, data and ideas ty-
ing the Indian Ocean to Eu-
rope. It is precisely within
this interconnected space
that our bond naturally
evolves into a special stra-
tegic partnership — one
that bridges two conti-
nents and shapes new glo-
bal dynamics,” said the
op-ed.

In this context, it added,
the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor

%l JTl
o .

Giorgia Meloni

(IMEC) represents a vision
aimed at connecting the re-
gions through modern
transport and infrastruc-
ture, digital networks,
energy systems, and resi-
lient supply chains; and
that India and Italy are also
committed to working to-
gether with other partners
to make this vision a reali-
ty.

“Our cooperation mir-
rors our shared awareness
that prosperity and securi-
ty in the 2ist century will
be shaped by the ability of
nations to innovate, man-
age energy transitions, and
strengthen strategic sove-
reignty. To this end, we
have committed to deepen
and diversify our bilateral
relationship with a view to
pursuing new objectives
and pooling our comple-
mentary strengths,” said
Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni.

Stating that India and
Italy want to reach and ex-
ceed the €20-billion bilat-
eral trade target by 2029,
the leaders said the free
trade agreement between
the European Union and
India paves the way in the
same direction. In focus
are defence and aerospace,
clean technologies, ma-
chinery, automotive com-
ponents, chemicals, phar-
maceuticals, textiles,
agri-food, tourism, and
other sectors.

“We aim to forge a po-
werful synergy between
Italian design, manufactur-
ing excellence, and world-
class supercomputers — re-

flecting Italy’s position as
an industrial powerhouse
- and India’s rapid eco-
nomic growth, engineer-
ing talent, scale, and inno-
vation and entrepreneurial
ecosystem with over 100
unicorns and 200,000
start-ups,” said the op-ed,
adding that it would lead to
the co-creation of value.

“The growing interest of
Italian businesses in the
production for India and
the increasing presence of
Indian industries in Italy—
numbering over 1,000
from both sides now-is a
positive sign that will
strengthen the integration
of our supply chains” it
said.

The op-ed also high-
lighted cooperation in digi-
tal infrastructure and Al

“India’s Digital Public
Infrastructure is already
finding resonance with a
large number of countries,
particularly in the Global
South...Italy and India
have long been collaborat-
ing to ensure that Al deve-
lopment is responsible and
human-centred,” it said,
emphasising that both
countries see Al as a po-
werful instrument for in-
clusive development, par-
ticularly for the Global
South.

“Our approach com-
bines India’s digital scale
with Italy’s ethical and in-
dustrial expertise, ensur-
ing technology serves hu-
man dignity. By sharing
best practices in secure
digital cooperation, capaci-
ty-building and resilient
cyber infrastructure, we
aim to create an open,
trustworthy and equitable
digital space in which ev-
ery nation can shape and
benefit from Al said Mr.
Modi and Ms. Meloni.

They said the perspec-
tive forms the core of Ita-
ly’s G7 Presidency and out-
comes of the Al Impact
Summit 2026, held in
Delhi.

20M. Modi and Meloni outline road map for India-
Italy strategic partnership

A 31 AN A SIRT-see WieAfaF e F v
AsAT &g

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Italian Premier
Giorgia Meloni, in a joint op-ed across several news platforms,
outlined an expanded road map for cooperation between the two
countries across sectors, including trade, technology, energy,
space, and security, against the backdrop of an emerging “Indo-
Mediterranean” corridor.

JTTHAT g AT 31X ol FT FU=#H= Alferar A  F5
AR T TR TSI TYad o # AR, Se@hfad, o,
37cfeT 3R GRaT Afed fafdest &t & et it & o wgaer &
FIER AT oA 7 3|

e “The relationship between India and Italy has now
reached a decisive stage. In recent years, our ties have

expanded with unprecedented momentum, evolving from a
cordial friendship into a special strategic partnership grounded in
the values of freedom and democracy and a common vision for

the future,” said Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni in the op-ed titled “A
Strategic Partnership for the Indo-Mediterranean”.

“maﬁraﬁéﬁa‘ﬁrmwﬁmﬂwmﬁq@m%lma&
ﬁﬁﬂﬁmyﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁmygﬁmﬁm
A Fash e glet T, oliehcT 3R sifas7 & wrsrm gfite W
e faRIy IoTehfcieh Argiel & seer v 8,” A1 Adr 3R o
HAlAT o “T T¢I IERRAT B g g-AfFRAT= fives arer
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oG H gl
“Both India and Italy are located at the very heart of two crucial hubs of the global economy

— the Indo-Pacific and the Mediterranean — regions that cannot be viewed as separate
spheres, but instead as increasingly interconnected spaces,” it said.

SHH HET I, "0 3N el Akl Afden reaaen & ar Hgeaqol Far — Fat-dfafs it
ﬁ%ﬁﬁww-%%aﬁﬁaﬁ%,%ﬁm-maﬁa%mﬁaﬁmmguwagﬁ
F FT F @1 ST TAnfgwl”

“As a matter of fact, we are witnessing the emergence of what might be termed the Indo-
Mediterranean, an important corridor for trade, technology, energy, data and ideas tying the
Indian Ocean to Europe. It is precisely within this interconnected space that our bond
naturally evolves into a special strategic partnership — one that bridges two continents and
shapes new global dynamics,” said the op-ed.

oG 1 g1 T, ‘A d 3, § 3T 3R g3 ITURUT 1 2W W@ § For g2 AT et o
T AT F SAISAT ¢ SH TER I3 &7 H gHART Hotl Tarstlides & § fA W0reifcre Qrgiey &
IR faa gYar & — it &) AgTedIdl ot Ssar § 31X 715 3fRges arfarefierar 1 3mhR ar g 1”

In this context, it added, the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
represents a vision aimed at connecting the regions through modern transport and
infrastructure, digital networks, energy systems, and resilient supply chains; and that India
and Italy are also committed to working together with other partners to make this vision a
reality.

58 Hedl & olg H gl 11 o HRA-7ET Ta-JAT 31T IfAART (IMEC) 3megfareh qRaget 3R
gAY g, ffSieer sieadh, el yonfort 3R Feted il @it & ATeH F &3 I Siiga
T TS Tl AT &; 3R AR TUT STl 3+ HSHERT &A1Y fHeh 38 give I A dshar
o= & fore wfasey ¢

“Our cooperation mirrors our shared awareness that prosperity and security in the 21st
century will be shaped by the ability of nations to innovate, manage energy transitions, and
strengthen strategic sovereignty. To this end, we have committed to deepen and diversify our
bilateral relationship with a view to pursuing new objectives and pooling our complementary
strengths,” said Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni.

A AT 3R G AT 2 g, “GART FEANT $H AT HHSH 1 q2fiar g o 21t &8 7 Goefr

3T GR&TT IS Y AR &THT, Folt TRecTeT & FeiereT AT I0TeATcIeh TS T HoTaT et b
&THAT & T g1 | ST 3627 A & 391 gfauaha Faell st a1gr 3R fafaerarot sarer qar =18
3ECRAT T WIS 3R qeh ATFAAT T Tehd &l T Hehodl TerAT & 17

Stating that India and Italy want to reach and exceed the €20-billion bilateral trade target by
2029, the leaders said the free trade agreement between the European Union and India
paves the way in the same direction.

A3t o et fob AR 3R STelr 2029 T €20 ffore F gfavaiia saaR @18 1 e 3R OR
AT TTE 8, R JUART T TUT R & il Hercd SATIR FHAAT T e 3 AT gered st
gl

In focus are defence and aerospace, clean technologies, machinery, automotive components,
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, textiles, agri-food, tourism, and other sectors.

ETeT T Shg; T&TT R TR, Faeo Hieiferhr, Fefiedy, AferAifea suleicyd, T,
BHEfeRed, I, H-wed, v 3R 3T T gl

“We aim to forge a powerful synergy between ltalian design, manufacturing excellence, and
world-class supercomputers — reflecting Italy’s position as an industrial powerhouse — and
India’s rapid economic growth, engineering talent, scale, and innovation and entrepreneurial
ecosystem with over 100 unicorns and 200,000 start-ups,” said the op-ed, adding that it would
lead to the co-creation of value.

G A el IAT, “§H Seoll i 3, fAfAATor Segpedr 3R faeaeaiiy guegei — St seelr
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I JiieATTeR QrfeFet T gRifcl § — T R hr it 3T gefer, onferafar gfcrem, faemerar 3k
100 & 31Teres gfatehlel AT 2,00,000 FEIE-3T ATl HAATAR Ve SeFHMoTaT RIS oo & e
QIFFARMEN T AT AT A6 &, HR T 1 00 TG T A Fed FoieT @197

“The growing interest of Italian businesses in the production for India and the increasing
presence of Indian industries in Italy—numbering over 1,000 from both sides now—is a
positive sign that will strengthen the integration of our supply chains,” it said.

SHH gl T, “HRA & foIT IcdesT # Seelt & sTqardl i dedt ¥ 3R seel # dRdT 3ehent
Y St 3UfRAfT — St 319 gt T&it & 1,000 & 318 8 Thl § — Teh ARRIcHS Hehdl 8, ST
GARY 3Gt H[EITHT & ThIHIUT Sl AT T |”

The op-ed also highlighted cooperation in digital infrastructure and Al.

e org 3 f3foreet sraaae 3R Al 3 HgeT &I off JorEar & TS |

“India’s Digital Public Infrastructure is already finding resonance with a large number of
countries, particularly in the Global South...ltaly and India have long been collaborating to
ensure that Al development is responsible and human-centred,” it said, emphasising that both

countries see Al as a powerful instrument for inclusive development, particularly for the
Global South.

ST gl ITT, “HRA FI F3fored afeds shrreaar Ugel & 937 T&AT H ¢2ff, fava salee
WIS H, T8 YeT o T6T §... 3ol 3R R ofd Fog U Ig FARE oA o ToIT HgaIT Y & &
for Al &1 Taehr TFAER 3R Aa-higd 81,” 3R 33 a1d W IR 3T 373 Tk gt gar Al i
gAaeh s & forw e afFaerne arue Ad g, v seilae a3y & fov|

“Our approach combines India’s digital scale with Italy’s ethical and industrial expertise,
ensuring technology serves human dignity. By sharing best practices in secure digital
cooperation, capacity-building and resilient cyber infrastructure, we aim to create an open,
trustworthy and equitable digital space in which every nation can shape and benefit from Al,”
said Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni.

A AEY R A A 7 hgl, “GHART GISChIvT 7R I F3TSTeel &TAaT T Seell T aAfde 3R
3MeANTreh TqA=AdT & @1y Sisdr g, s T Giaed gY o Fieiforehr atera arRar & dar
Y| FRiard f3ioree weaT, &TACT THTOT HR AT ISR ITEIAT H Hafcasr TA13i T |
Heh §H Toh ol [aea@eig 3R F#1T 3o 879 STl =red &, TSies gl Isg Al &1 TR
& T 3R 30 A1 35T Teh |

They said the perspective forms the core of Italy’'s G7 Presidency and outcomes of the Al
Impact Summit 2026, held in Delhi.

3ogiel gl T TG GiSeahuT Seelt T G7 reaatar iR el 7 3mAfSd Al Impact Summit
2026 o GRUTIHT T F{el TR & |
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India and Vietnam deepen defence

ties with focus on maritime security
IGS IR

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh held bilateral talks
with Vietnam’s Deputy
Prime Minister and De-
fence Minister General
Phan Van Giang in Hanoi
on Tuesday, with both
sides agreeing to further
strengthen defence and
strategic cooperation.

The Defence Ministry
said the talks focused on
enhancing collaboration in
maritime security, defence
industry, military training,
cybersecurity,  capacity
building, and regional sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific.
The leaders reviewed re-
gional and global security
developments and reaf-
firmed the importance of
maintaining peace, stabili-
ty, safety, and freedom of

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in a meeting with General Phan Van
Giang in Hanoi on Tuesday. ANI

navigation in the region.
Both countries agreed
to expand cooperation
through regular dialogues,
joint military exercises and
exchange  programmes
between their armed forc-
es. Mr. Singh reiterated In-
dia’s commitment to sup-
porting Vietnam’s defence
modernisation and capaci-

ty enhancement initiatives
under the bilateral defence
cooperation framework, it
added.

General Phan Van Giang
appreciated India’s conti-
nued support and high-
lighted the long-standing
friendship and growing
strategic partnership bet-
ween the two countries.

During the visit, the two
Defence Ministers virtually
inaugurated a ‘language
lab’ at the Air Force Offic-
ers’ College in Vietnam, es-
tablished with Indian assis-
tance. Mr. Singh also
announced the setting up
of an Artificial Intelligence
lab at the Telecommunica-
tions University in Nha
Trang, it added.

In another key develop-
ment, India’s Military Col-
lege of Telecommunica-
tions Engineering and
Vietnam’s Telecommuni-
cations University signed
an MoU on cooperation in
Artificial Intelligence and
Quantum Technology.

Later, Mr. Singh also
called on Vietnam’s Presi-
dent and General Secre-
tary To Lam and conveyed
greetings from India’s Pre-
sident and Prime Minister.

20M. India and Vietnam deepen defence ties with focus on maritime security

HRA 3R RIaeer & S AT W Biwa & qTe T waul H Ao R

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held bilateral talks with Vietnam’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Defence Minister General Phan Van Giang in Hanoi on Tuesday, with both sides
agreeing to further strengthen defence and strategic cooperation.

T&TT A5Y Ty AT & HIToIIR 1 g F [T & SUTeIa=T 31 38T HA FoIeT BleT aled
forarier & @ gfqueh ard i, foae el vait & T 3N T wgater 1 3R HAsted et
IR FgATT T |

e The Defence Ministry said the talks focused on enhancing collaboration in maritime security,
defence industry, military training, cybersecurity, capacity building, and regional stability in the
Indo-Pacific.

T&TT HATSY &1 gl foh AT T oher T GR&T, T&T 39T, Yo FIRIGTOT, TS FR&T, T
foraTor 3R ger-UfRAfPe e feeRar & Tgaier sgrer ar|

e The leaders reviewed regional and global security developments and reaffirmed the
importance of maintaining peace, stability, safety, and freedom of navigation in the region.

A3 =¥ &1 R ATRereh GRaT Trearshat 1 et i AR & 7 enifer, R, e aur
AlagsT I TITTAT TIT WA F Hgcd T SIgAT

e Both countries agreed to expand cooperation through regular dialogues, joint military
exercises and exchange programmes between their armed forces.

alett it & AT Hale, HgeFa deg e 3R 37l T SA1311 3 el JHTereT-geret
FRIGAT & ATETH F eI §¢l W TgATa TaFd |

e Mr. Singh reiterated India’s commitment to supporting Vietnam’s defence modernisation and
capacity enhancement initiatives under the bilateral defence cooperation framework, it added.
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HATeRT o et oh 4 i o afavefier et Hgaher & & dge faardeTa & & Jmefaehientor 3k
8THAT JE 8 Tgal ol FHLAT qo¥ T HRA T FfaeHa QeS|

e General Phan Van Giang appreciated India’s continued support and highlighted the long-
standing friendship and growing strategic partnership between the two countries.

SIS BTl 1T IR & 9 & TATaY AL il T &1 31 a5t 2t & i o gAag O
ol 31T T TATAT TUT TodT T AR i ¥Wifehd |

e During the visit, the two Defence Ministers virtually inaugurated a ‘language lab’ at the Air
Force Officers’ College in Vietnam, established with Indian assistance.

T & SRTeT gttt &I AT & IR i Tgradr & LA AITAHT & T B ITRPa Fiaer
# ueh oledst o 1 a3l SeEre |

e Mr. Singh also announced the setting up of an Artificial Intelligence lab at the
Telecommunications University in Nha Trang, it added.

FATeR ot T o AT R o 7 gt ey Sy e gfaafidl 3 v s eRe sefesie
T Tfa e i oY ewor fi)

o In another key development, India’s Military College of Telecommunications Engineering
and Vietnam’s Telecommunications University signed an MoU on cooperation in Artificial
Intelligence and Quantum Technology.

Teh 31w HgcdquT faehrd 7 $IRd & AT et 3w Telwagfaderw gehfaafar 3k
fader 1 Tehmegfadera afaafid o snffReRra sefosia 3 Faren da=tarsh 7 weai

W T GASIET A9 (MoU) R gEd1eR fhT|
e Later, Mr. Singh also called on Vietnam’s President and General Secretary To Lam and
conveyed greetings from India’s President and Prime Minister.

ST 7 A &g o faareraimt & Trogufal 3R Agrfea @) ey & o FeTrenld 1 3R $IRd & Tsgufa
AT TTAHAT T 3R A YBHRHATT AT Hi |

US. approves
$198-mn deal
for Apache
support

ll!ﬂ m!ll !l.l.l'ﬂﬂl.l

NEW DELHI

The U.S. Department of
State has approved a possi-
ble Foreign Military Sale to
India for follow-on sustain-
ment support and related
equipment for AH-64E
Apache attack helicopters
at an estimated cost of
$198.2 million.

According to the notifi-
cation issued by the U.S.,
India has requested
Apache helicopter sustain-
ment support services,
along with contractor-pro-
vided engineering, techni-
cal and logistics support
services. The package also
includes technical data,
publications, personnel
training, and other related
elements of logistics and
programme support.

20M. U.S. approves $198-mn deal for Apache support
3rARET 7 39 wAdS F faw $198-fAfewe Wk Fr Ah &

e The U.S. Department of State has approved a possible Foreign Military
Sale to India for follow-on sustainment support and related equipment for AH-64E
Apache attack helicopters at an estimated cost of $198.2 million.

AN fAger AHWT 57 HRA T AH-64E U 3T gellhivet & WA THAY 37
G 39T & forw Tenfad wRer AT er Y w9msteT $198.2 fAfarsr
T AT T TR FHTY T2

e According to the notification issued by the U.S., India has requested Apache

helicopter sustainment support services, along with contractor-provided
engineering, technical and logistics support services.

AT CaRT STRY TG & AR, R ¥ AT Fellhice T@ETT FHdeT Farsit
& HTY-ATY SHERT GART TaTeT ST STTet ATell ST, deheiienl X FlifolecaHd Terddl
Jar3it &1 3R fRar g

e The package also includes technical data, publications, personnel training,
and other related elements of logistics and programme support.

s Yool H daheilehl ST, TahTRIA, HiaT ST TTAETOT JUT dfterieesdd 3R S THdT
A 33 31w dcd o anfdrer €1
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A China-U.S. summit that drew global attention

fter a nine-year hiatus, United States

President Donald Trump once again

set foot on Chinese soil, and the

“Beijing Moment” immediately went
viral around the world. Why did this historic
meeting draw such widespread attention? What
were the important outcomes achieved? And
what does it mean for the future development of
China-India relations? I would like to share my
observations and thoughts with our Indian
friends.

First, why has the China-U.S. Summit captured
the world’s attention? The world today is fraught
with turmoil and instability. The more complex
and grave the global situation becomes, the
greater the need for a stable and constructive
China-U.S. relationship.

Just as Robert Kuhn, President of the Kuhn
Foundation of the U.S. said, “In an uncertain
world, a handshake between Chinese and
American leaders is the “hard currency’ the
global market needs most.” This statement
captures the shared aspirations of the
international community. As noted by some
Indian media outlets, this leaders’ meeting could
be the most significant encounter between
Chinese and American leaders since Chairman
Mao Zedong met President Richard Nixon in 1972.

Support for a new vision

Second, what are the outcomes of the China-U.S.
handshake? A key outcome of this summit is that
the two leaders agreed on a new vision of
building a constructive China-U.S. relationship of
strategic stability, providing strategic guidance for
bilateral relations over the next three years and
beyond. Both sides will support this new vision
with tangible cooperation.

Economic and trade cooperation is the “ballast
stone”. Among those accompanying Mr. Trump
on his visit to China were 17 American business
titans, including Tesla CEO Elon Musk, Apple CEO
Tim Cook and Citi Chair and CEO, Jane Fraser.
During the interviews with the media at the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing, they stated that the
successful meeting between the two leaders has
injected new impetus into U.S.-China economic
and trade cooperation and provided certainty for
the global economy.

After multiple consultations, the two economic
and trade teams produced generally balanced
and positive outcomes, including establishing a

Xu Feihong

Chinese Ambassador
to India

Global turmoil
has heightened
the need for
stable
China-US. ties

board of trade and a board of investment,
addressing each other’s concerns regarding
market access for agricultural products, and
expanding two-way trade within the framework
of reciprocal tariff reductions. These efforts have
stabilised economic and trade ties as well as
market expectations.

Sci-tech cooperation is the “bellwether”.
During this visit, the news that “NVIDIA founder
and CEO Jensen Huang made a dramatic,
last-minute entry into Beijing aboard Air Force
One” spread far and wide. This intriguing detail
precisely illustrates that “decoupling and severing
of supply chains” is unworkable, mutual support
and common progress are the right way forward.

The New York Times columnist Thomas
Friedman also wrote an article calling on China
and the U.S. to work together to address the first
era in human history in which common
development and prosperity can only be
achieved through global governance, innovation,
and cooperation. Coordination between China
and the U.S. on Artificial Intelligence (AD) is
crucial to the future of both countries and the
destiny of humanity. It is hoped that the U.S. will
work in the same direction with China, making Al
a new frontier for China-U.S. cooperation and a
new ladder for human progress.

People-to-people exchanges are the
“lubricant” of bilateral relations. During the
summit, both leaders emphasised the importance
of promoting such exchanges. This reflects not
only the consensus between the two leaders, but
also the shared aspirations of the two societies.
President Xi Jinping had announced an important
initiative in 2023 to invite 50,000 young
Americans to China over a five-year period. Over
the past three years, more than 40,000 American
youths have participated in exchange and study
programmes, significantly boosting interactions
between the two peoples, especially among
young people. A poll by the Chicago Council on
Global Affairs showed that 53% of Americans
favour friendly cooperation and engagement with
China.

The Taiwan question

Sensitive issues are the “red line”. The Taiwan
question was an important topic taken up at the
summit. President Xi emphasised that the Taiwan
question is the most important issue between
China and the U.S. If it is handled properly, the

20M. A China-U.S. summit that drew global attention
% HiT-3ANFT RET grades Sus dRas eare srsfia frar

overall relationship will be stable. Otherwise, the
two countries will have clashes and even
conflicts, and the entire relationship will be in
great jeopardy. “Taiwan independence” and
cross-Strait peace are as irreconcilable as fire and
water. China and the U.S. both agree on the vital
importance of safeguarding cross-Strait peace
and stability. The U.S. must exercise the utmost
prudence in handling the Taiwan issue. In an
exclusive interview with Fox News, Mr. Trump
made it clear that “we are not looking at
somebody say ‘let’s go independent because the
United States is backing us’. I'm not looking to
have somebody go independent and we’re
supposed to travel 9,500 miles to fight a war.”
This demonstrates that the U.S. has understood
China’s position and responded to China’s
concerns.

China-U.S. stability supports Asia
Third, what does the China-U.S. rapprochement
mean for China-India relations?

Some people worry that the rapprochement
between China and the U.S. may compress India’s
diplomatic and strategic space. Such concerns are
unwarranted. The remarkable achievements of
China and India are built on the hard work and
wisdom of their own peoples, and are by no
means the result of others” generosity, much less
subject to the ups and downs of any single
bilateral relationship.

The strategic stability of China-U.S. relations
provides positive and stable expectations for the
world, which will benefit India, Asia, and the
world as a whole.

China deeply understands India’s aspiration
for national rejuvenation and sincerely supports
India’s foreign policy of strategic autonomy. We
stand ready to work with the Indian side to
strengthen high-level exchanges, deepen
mutually beneficial cooperation, enhance
people-to-people exchanges and promote
multilateral coordination within mechanisms
such as BRICS, so as to achieve the sustained,
healthy and stable development of bilateral
relations.

The way for major countries to get along well
lies in seeking common ground while reserving
differences and coexisting peacefully. The path to
regional prosperity lies in common progress and
shared flourishing. Perhaps this is the very lesson
drawn from this China-U.S. summit.

As Donald Trump set foot on Chinese soil, the “Beijing Moment” immediately went viral

around the world.

S €1 SYelTes € o wielt 81fF o) v T, ST A qid & QX gferdn & arRe g1 |
Why did this historic meeting draw such widespread attention?
=g g S8 & ST AT €T AT 3Mh ¥ fehaT?
What were the important outcomes achieved?

$H S U dieT-§ HecaquT IRUMEH Jre gu?

And what does it mean for the future development of China-India relations?
3R T - et & JTST & G & fow Far T g

| would like to share my observations and thoughts with our Indian friends.

# 39eT AR 3T & AT 39T 3Teiehet IR TR AT AT AT
First, why has the China-U.S. Summit captured the world’s attention?

T ugdl, HeT-3rARFT e gFaaa 3 g &1 &3 #3473 frarg?
The world today is fraught with turmoil and instability.

3T faed Jrerifer 3R 3Teear & T g3 ¥

The more complex and grave the global situation becomes, the greater the need for a stable
and constructive China-U.S. relationship.
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TS 310 RTs Feufa Ffeer 3T 7T 81t ST W &, 39T &Y 31T 3maegehdr ta fEaT 3iR
TeATcHe eT-HARHT Faer S AggH T T w8

Just as Robert Kuhn, President of the Kuhn Foundation of the U.S. said, “In an uncertain

world, a handshake between Chinese and American leaders is the ‘hard currency’ the global
market needs most.”

SHET o 3T FEUT FgeT BISSU oh ETRT U< Fgel o hel, “Teh AT faed &, =elr 3R
ITARRT AT & ST gTY AT a TRIeFcd Har' & FIeehT diRaeh SToiR T Gy 31ferh
AERIHATE|”

This statement captures the shared aspirations of the international community.

TE HUT AT THEIT T TS HTHTET3 T 31 HeTeFa FHAT 31

As noted by some Indian media outlets, this leaders’ meeting could be the most significant

encounter between Chinese and American leaders since Chairman Mao Zedong met
President Richard Nixon in 1972.

o AR AT FEUTAT & ITER, Tg A3 BT S5 ¥ 1972 H 3e7eT AHT Fahr AR
Igafer Ras frarae i Ferera & a1g @l 3R 3R Aarsit & & wed Ageaye! die 8
Thdar gl

Support for a new vision

% gfte & fow wadsr

Second, what are the outcomes of the China-U.S. handshake?
oo, Her-3rafeFT gy e & Far aRomeE @2

A key outcome of this summit is that the two leaders agreed on a new vision of building a
constructive China-U.S. relationship of strategic stability, providing strategic guidance for
bilateral relations over the next three years and beyond.

3 TR HFEASET T Ueh JHW TR Ig TgT o Sledl A3 ¥ I0TeAicreh [EURar ox 3menie weh
TeATcHe HeT-3rARET Har & 75 gfte W HgATH e S, St A it asit 3R 38 3 &
gfauafi Feet & fore Iuriifaes ATl vere st

Both sides will support this new vision with tangible cooperation.

aleil UaT $H 15 TS &l HANET S TGN & ALTH § |

Economic and trade cooperation is the “ballast stone”.

3fder 3R AT TgANeT FI “FRURET FT JTUR FHgl TATH |

Among those accompanying Mr. Trump on his visit to China were 17 American business

titans, including Tesla CEO Elon Musk, Apple CEO Tim Cook and Citi Chair and CEO
Jane Fraser.

A1 gq & et 2R & SRIe 37k Ay 17 ARHT segrerafay o &, fSiere el & FEg wrhwry
RIHRY ToleT 7, ToUe & HET FRSNT AR et Fah, aur A & srezer va geo
FIIRRT DRI SteT $orT nfHer oF)

During the interviews with the media at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, they stated
that the successful meeting between the two leaders has injected new impetus into U.S.-
China economic and trade cooperation and provided certainty for the global economy.

AifSier feud A< gier 3iTw g Naer 3 AT & s1aha & SRieT 375l FeT o =t ATt Hr awer
Yo o 3ANHT-AT 3w 3R AR wgaher # 7S 71 e Fr § 30T IRTew srdcgarar
RERAT &I 8

After multiple consultations, the two economic and trade teams produced generally balanced
and positive outcomes, including establishing a board of trade and a board of investment,
addressing each other’s concerns regarding market access for agricultural products, and
expanding two-way trade within the framework of reciprocal tariff reductions.

g B I ATcT3it o oTe el JHTeh Td AR AT o FHIT: HJfold IR FehRIcH
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TROTA JTect R, fSieTet SamaR a8 31K fder a1 S T, Y 3t & fow sor g &
T T Teh-g@ T TRIAT3HT T FHATEET, TUT IRETR oeh ekl o el o Ieid afauaie
SR &7 faEdR AfAe gl

These efforts have stabilised economic and trade ties as well as market expectations.

o1 STl o 3nfes 3T AT Feet & HTY-Hr SR 319873 @ ot fEerR foram &
Sci-tech cooperation is the “bellwether”.

farsmer-sle T weaer i “AnieeE THdas” ser AT

During this visit, the news that “NVIDIA founder and CEO Jensen Huang made a dramatic,
last-minute entry into Beijing aboard Air Force One” spread far and wide.

S8 I & SRIeT Ig HATIR A9 § A Whell foh “TadifEar & deumve 3R 7&g ddar
TR ST GHII F 3T 470 H TR R T & ST 37 awrehrr yaer o’

This intriguing detail precisely illustrates that “decoupling and severing of supply chains” is
unworkable, mutual support and common progress are the right way forward.

Ig e TAaToT Fave &9 § gATdT § o “3nfes srerma 3 3mqfet sf@ensit 1 disa & hfa
SIAGIR 18l g, STdfeh IR Tl AR TSI Jorfay & el AT 8

The New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman also wrote an article calling on China
and the U.S. to work together to address the first era in human history in which common
development and prosperity can only be achieved through global governance, innovation, and
cooperation.

YA TFFH & TAHGN AT HISAT o1 8 Ueh o forgent et 3R 3raARar & aryr Ao &
el T 3TTEdTeT fohaT, Fifeh HTeTa SIAe & 38 YUH T & HISAT T 3R Tl dhael
72T AT, TaTaR R FEINT & ATETH § & §HI ¢ |

Coordination between China and the U.S. on Artificial Intelligence (Al) is crucial to the
future of both countries and the destiny of humanity.

F i geflwar (Al) & & # o 3R 3ARFT & o Gaeaa gt awit & rfasg 3R Aetaem
fafa & fow sredia Ageaqol ¥

It is hoped that the U.S. will work in the same direction with China, making Al a new frontier
for China-U.S. cooperation and a new ladder for human progress.

g 3T T SATAT § b ITANGT, o7 b AT TATT TG/ 7 Y X 3R T3S ol AeT-3ART
HEAWT 1 57 WAT TAUT AT T3 T o7 TIST FATTaTT|

People-to-people exchanges are the “lubricant” of bilateral relations.

-3l IMEIA-YEI GIIT&TNT HHT T “FAGH” ¢ |

During the summit, both leaders emphasised the importance of promoting such exchanges.
AW FFAIT & ST SlAT AdT3HT & VY 37TETT-YSTeT ! S1aT &1 & Hged U gl ¢

This reflects not only the consensus between the two leaders, but also the shared aspirations
of the two societies.

g o hadl Glell T3l o §1d AHTT T GATAT &, ST alall THTSIT T ATST FTHIEIT3AT T ofF
grafefad aar gl

President Xi Jinping had announced an important initiative in 2023 to invite 50,000 young
Americans to China over a five-year period.

Trsgafer off frarfdiar ¥ a 2023 # uier st v 3rafer & 50,000 gar rARTRET 1 et JMART
e hl Teh HEcaqUT TG el i BT T Y|

Over the past three years, more than 40,000 American youths have participated in exchange
and study programmes, significantly boosting interactions between the two peoples,
especially among young people.

ool diet af & 40,000 & 310k IARCRT ZaT3il  3MTeT=l-vereT 3R 3regg=t wrdshat & s forar
&, Forera et it o e, faRwer Jamait, & i dudh & Seaw-a I ge vl
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A poll by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs showed that 53% of Americans favour
friendly cooperation and engagement with China.

R F3RA 3t Teaer AR ganT fFT 7T v FJaTor F 9T T R 53% ARG AT
|1 FFoT FgArer 3R FEHEAT 1 FHST T

The Taiwan question
drsdre 9T

Sensitive issues are the “red line”.
HaeaTelier Heg, “arer 3@ ¢
The Taiwan question was an important topic taken up at the summit.

ATSATST FoeT AT FFAelel H 3SIAT ITAT Teh Hgea 0T Tawy 7|

President Xi emphasised that the Taiwan question is the most important issue between
China and the U.S.

Tsgafer ot & 50 ST I oo o o amganer wear, et 3R 3Rt & i Hed AgcaquT Hear B
If it is handled properly, the overall relationship will be stable.

e 38 3T ST A STl a7, Y FHIT TeT T8 AT |

Otherwise, the two countries will have clashes and even conflicts, and the entire relationship
will be in great jeopardy.

3=, 2t et o srer eehdrd 3R IgT e o Herd ot g1 Fend! &, oI dqot deiey 1efie wiehe
CERCILEN

“Taiwan independence” and cross-Strait peace are as irreconcilable as ¢ re and water.
ST Y TFATAT 3R TTSHEHET F Il fhaTRT & &1 iy, 31MeT 3R 9reit i cRE RER
AT

China and the U.S. both agree on the vital importance of safeguarding cross-Strait peace and
stability.

e 3R 3ARFT T TersATALT 817 H AT 3T YT FT0 W@ & 31 d HAged W HgAd & |
The U.S. must exercise the utmost prudence in handling the Taiwan issue.

IHARFT T AFAT e T T H HATH ATUTAT A=A T

In an exclusive interview with Fox News, Mr. Trump made it clear that “we are not looking at

somebody say ‘let's go independent because the United States is backing us’. I'm not looking
to have somebody go independent and we're supposed to travel 9,500 miles to fight a war.”

I #43T Y T 1T Tk ALY FaTIeeh 3 AY €7 ¥ Tse o 3 g 7 AT A 6 IS T
Fg F T TadT 81 SV ik 3N AR T F wr &1’ H g 7Y wrgar iF Fis Tadaar
1 TS OTT Y 3R T g 9,500 HieT gT STy IS w51l U5 |”

This demonstrates that the U.S. has understood China’s position and responded to China’s
concerns.

Ig <2iTaT & o 3raAfer & =fie i RRufa 3 ges § 3tk 39 Rianst &1 39 fear g1

China-U.S. stability supports Asia
Her-3r3 R FeeRar ofdrar &1 a7de Fdt &

Third, what does the China-U.S. rapprochement mean for China-India relations?
gz, Aer-3raRewT Awedr 1 Ha-9aRa g9t & T Far 377 g2

Some people worry that the rapprochement between China and the U.S. may compress
India’s diplomatic and strategic space.

T ollet ot FRiaT & fo et 3R 3T o oy Soclt Toiehear, IR & Fheaifcren 3R TThiaes &
T AAT F Fehell T
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Such concerns are unwarranted.
oY fRiam e §1
The remarkable achievements of China and India are built on the hard work and wisdom of

their own peoples, and are by no means the result of others’ generosity, much less subject to
the ups and downs of any single bilateral relationship.

e 3R SR T SeATAT STTSIT SeTeh 3Tl WAIIT T el AgaTd HR T TR TR &,
3R I foredt 31w Ser T 3eRaAT 1 IROTH 78T 8, o &1 3 fohdll U gfausfia 9 & 3aR-deld W
IGECES

The strategic stability of China-U.S. relations provides positive and stable expectations for
the world, which will benefit India, Asia, and the world as a whole.

ANeT-3rANFT Fau r e [Eerar f[¥ed & fav gericrs 31T fFEuT 3red gee s ¥,
forad s, wfda, 3 Aot faea &t emer gem|

China deeply understands India’s aspiration for national rejuvenation and sincerely supports
India’s foreign policy of strategic autonomy.

YT, R hT ASET GoATeUTeT T HThTETT Y ITETS & THSAT & 3 R hT I0TeATTcTeh TGl
9T 3R fager Aifa &1 AR & Tl T g

We stand ready to work with the Indian side to strengthen high-level exchanges, deepen
mutually beneficial cooperation, enhance people-to-people exchanges and promote
multilateral coordination within mechanisms such as BRICS, so as to achieve the sustained,
healthy and stable development of bilateral relations.

g HRANT U&7 & ATY STUEIT HalG, &l AT hlel, TRETR D eATeTehRT AT S T e,
STeT-H-STeT ETA-SETeT Y TG TUT Fover S Fell o AN SHefT THA-a Y AR PRod
o forT IR &, oifes gfavefia deet &1 aed, Faey AR R o giafad fhar s ae|

The way for major countries to get along well lies in seeking common ground while reserving
die erences and coexisting peacefully.

g CRit & S FerEqot At 1 AL FAFAHT B @, ATHCT P GRETT W@ gu nfaqer
TE-31eac & AR &
The path to regional prosperity lies in common progress and shared flourishing.

&Y FHC T o1 AT AT Wi AR AR 3ol # AT B
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Decoding the Musk vs. Altman verdict

OpenAl was founded as a nonprofit aiming to build ethical, open-source artificial general intelligence. Years later, Elon Musk filed a lawsuit accusing CEO Sam Altman,

OpenAl president Greg Brockman, and Microsoft of manipulating him into donating to a public-interest organisation which later created a for-profit subsidiary.

EXPLAINER

Areena Arora

n 2015, a small group of researchers

and technology entrepreneurs

gathered in San Francisco to create

what they described as a gift to
humanity, eventually to turn into enemies
defining the future of artificial intelligence
(AD in a courtroom.

OpenAl was founded on the premise
that if artificial general intelligence (AGI)
was coming regardless, it was better to
have safety and ethics-conscious
researchers build it. AGI is the kind of Al
that can match or surpass human
cognition. The group decided to create
the initiative as a nonprofit and if the
technology ever arrived, it would belong
to everyone, as open source. OpenAl’s
CEO Sam Altman even went as far as to
design the company’s board such that it
could fire him too if he ever came in the
way of its core mission. That founding
promise, to build ethical AGI, years later
brought Elon Musk and Mr. Altman to a
federal courthouse in California.

Mr. Musk brought forward the lawsuit
against Mr. Altman, accusing him, OpenAl
president Greg Brockman, and Microsoft,
of manipulating him into donating to a
public-interest organisation only for it to
later attach a for-profit subsidiary and
accept billions from Microsoft.

On May 18, a nine-person jury took less
than two hours to throw out Mr. Musk’s
case against Mr. Altman. The verdict did
not settle the question of whether OpenAl
broke faith with its founding mission but
instead, it was settled on a procedural
issue - that Mr. Musk had waited too long
to sue. In the American legal system, civil
claims must be filed within a fixed
window of time, crossing which the claim
becomes invalid. The jury said Mr. Musk’s
claim fell outside the statute of
limitations. The judge concurred, but Mr.
Musk’s lawyers have signalled that they

Elon Musk's attorney Marc Toberoff outside the federal courthouse in California on May 18. REUTERS

never discussed.

The nonprofit debate

Trial testimony and evidence showed
OpenAlI’s leadership had anxiously
tracked Google’s acquisition of another Al
research giant DeepMind in 2014.

OpenAl’s executives argued that the
nonprofit structure was not sufficient to
compete with bigshots like Google.

Mr. Musk was the company’s biggest
early donor, contributing around $38
million. But, the economics of building
AGI turned out to be brutal. Training large
models requires computing infrastructure
that costs billions of dollars. By 2019, a
year after Mr. Musk’s departure from the
OpenAl board, the company decided it
could not remain competitive as a pure
nonprofit. It attached a for-profit
subsidiary to the existing organisation,
with the nonprofit retaining oversight and
a capped return structure for investors.

Microsoft came in with an initial
mvest.men( that year, and kept coming,

g more than $135

might appeal. The merits of the case were

billion and holdmg a significant share in

OpenAlL This is the transformation Mr.
Musk’s lawsuit sought to attack, from
nonprofit to a commercially driven Al
laboratory he had set out to oppose.

Claims that did not make it to trial
The bit that went to trial eventually was a
much smaller subsect of the original
claims Mr. Musk had filed in 2024. Several
of his claims were dropped or narrowed
before the trial even began.

Mr. Musk claimed that Microsoft’s
investment in OpenAl had aided it to
breach its charitable mission. But, despite
a Microsoft executive testifying that the
company had invested billions in OpenAl,
the jury dismissed the claim.

Mr. Musk also filed an antitrust claim
against OpenAl and Microsoft, alleging
that the two companies were colluding to
dominate the Al market. This claim has
not reached the jury yet. Judge Gonzalez
Rogers heard arguments and signalled she
was sceptical, noting the aggressive
competition already playing out across
the Al industry. OpenAl on its part filed a
countersuit accusing Mr. Musk of running

20M. Decoding the Musk vs. Altman verdict
AETH SATH ATecHs haer $ sgrear

a years-long harassment campaign against
the company. That case is separate and
still ongoing.

Key from the p; di
The legal question the jury resolved was
procedural. But the three weeks of
testimony preceding the verdict were
pure Silicon Valley tech theatre.

Mr. Musk’s lawyers assembled a long
roster of witnesses who testified that Mr.
Altman is not trustworthy. Mira Murati,
who served as OpenAl’s chief technology
officer, told the court that Mr. Altman had
lied about a safety review in the past. llya
Sutskever, one of the company’s founding
researchers, had spent more than a year
building a case for Mr. Altman's removal
from the company, assembling a 52-page
memo that described a pattern of

THE GIST

v

By 2019, OpenAl decided it
could not remain competitive
as a pure nonprofit and
attached a for-profit subsidiary
to the existing organisation.
This was the transformation
that Elon Musk sought to
challenge in court.

v

The verdict did not determine
whether OpenAl had
abandoned its founding
mission, but instead rested on
the procedural finding that the
lawsuit fell outside the statute
of limitati

dist and internal i ion.

In November 2023, OpenAI 's board
briefly fired Mr. Altman and reversed
course within days. Mr. Altman returned
and Mr. Sutskever eventually left the
company.

OpenAl’s lawyers demonstrated that
while still on the board in 2017, Mr. Musk
himself had pushed to restructure OpenAl
as a for-profit entity, including an attempt
to fold it into Tesla under his control.

Mr. Musk’s argument that he had
always opposed commercialisation now
sat awkwardly alongside evidence that he
had sought to commercialise the
company himself, especially on the
condition that he be in charge.

The immediate winner from the latest
verdict is OpenAl. The lawsuit had cast a
shadow over the company’s plans for its
upcoming IPO that could value it at close
to a trillion dollars. There is a larger
question the verdict leaves entirely
unanswered. The trial showed how
OpenAl's founding principles were
abandoned in pursuit of competition. The
nonprofit structure still exists, and the
OpenAl nonprofit now controls assets of
more than $200 billion. But what that
oversight means in practice was not
explored in court.

e OpenAl was founded as a nonprofit aiming to build ethical, open-source artificial general

intelligence.

IIATIHTE T TATIAT Uh IR-ATHFHRY FEAT S T 3 6T 715 2, TSt 3eged Afaes va 39a-
| F T AT gaftrerar &1 0T e o)

e Years later, Elon Musk filed a lawsuit accusing CEO Sam Altman, OpenAl president Greg
Brockman, and Microsoft of manipulating him into donating to a public-interest
organisation which later created a for-profit subsidiary.

gt ST, ToleT 7ER o Teh HbGHAT AR I §U CEO HA Jifecdel, OpenAl LTt AT s,
TUT ABHIAIFE TR 3RIT 17T foh 3ogiel 30¢ Teh Seifed IS Y &lel &o & Tl warrfad fana,
TS 916 & T AT IS FYAT TATAT F o

e |n 2015, a small group of researchers and technology entrepreneurs gathered in San

Francisco to create what they described as a gift to humanity, eventually to turn into enemies
defining the future of artificial intelligence (Al) in a courtroom.

Y 2015 #, QMerehcia3it AR NeZTAHT SeATHAT 1 Teh DIeT THE HeT WIATH! 37 ThTAT §3T
IR 3 T FET TS & T FoY 3egiel AeTad & folT Tah 3UER Jar, e a1g 7 a8
T AT A HTAA U (THTE) & HTST T TRV et aTel Ffcle@ed! &1 T

e OpenAl was founded on the premise that if artificial general intelligence (AGI) was coming
regardless, it was better to have safety and ethics-conscious researchers build it.
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INYATIHTE Y TUTIAT 36 TR 9T 1 915 2 Foh I FEA T Jefremr (Thaims) i e
T TRere B, A 58 GR&T 3R Afcehar & Iic Fotar AMerehc1ait SR et fonam ST sgeR gham|

AGlI is the kind of Al that can match or surpass human cognition.

TSNS 3H ThR T HIH efUHar g St AT FATACHS &THT hT aadl T Fevcll § 31T
3 IR & FohdlT g

The group decided to create the initiative as a nonprofit and if the technology ever arrived, it
would belong to everyone, as open source.

THE o SH UGl ! Ueh Aol HEAT o & F LA et b1 0T foram 3R 7 feia
o o arfe; Ig WeorehT fash A gich 8, oY a8 HeFd did & &7 7 @it 1 Fafay graf|

OpenAl’s CEO Sam Altman even went as far as to design the company’s board such that it
could fire him too if he ever came in the way of its core mission.

IS & HET HRAGRT TSR Ja7 Afeeda o Tl as iaTaa frar o o s s
HSol 38 YehR SI1AT ST f&h A I el FEAT o FoT 36820 H STeT &1, ol 3og 8 Ie & g o
acal

That founding promise, to build ethical AGlI, years later brought Elon Musk and Mr. Altman to
a federal courthouse in California.

Afes woltang fawTid el T IET TEATIH aTeT aut aTG, Teled AR 3R 4T 3ifecaa Fl
HTawIferar 1 v TE 31eTed deh of 3|

Mr. Musk brought forward the lawsuit against Mr. Altman, accusing him, OpenAl president
Greg Brockman, and Microsoft, of manipulating him into donating to a public-interest
organisation only for it to later attach a for-profit subsidiary and accept billions from
Microsoft.

A 78R 7 A JTocH, HITTIHTE o a7 I Fehdtel, TUT AFHIWIFE o (G0 HHSHT G-I
I GU 3TRIT ST o Iwgiel 376 Ueh STeAfeciohl WSt ol &led &t o forw IR foram, fory s
H Ueh SHRRT TGS =T 7 IRATd Y ABHIAIFE F 3RS STeRk I foId2r FTHRR foRaT I

On May 18, a nine-person jury took less than two hours to throw out Mr. Musk’s case against
Mr. Altman.

18 #HS I 7t HeTdT ST o & 6 § o vt HAG 7 41 7€k o A JHiecHT & favets A I
TRt Y e

The verdict did not settle the question of whether OpenAl broke faith with its founding mission
but instead, it was settled on a procedural issue - that Mr. Musk had waited too long to sue.

IE TR0 S0 a1 T HATUTST 81 Y ITT foh T 3ITU3NTS o 391 FHeT 3607 & favaraard
Ww,mwwmﬂaﬁwmm—ﬁnﬁﬂwﬁg%qm TR T H
R IBEAC AR

In the American legal system, civil claims must be filed within a fixed window of time, crossing
which the claim becomes invalid.

AP fafre caaear 7 aE gid te fFUTRT TFFEIA#AT & iR eRR fhT S 3maegs gid
g, Toge 91¢ grar 3\ g ST g |

The jury said Mr. Musk’s claim fell outside the statute of limitations.

ST & gt o S AT T eraT TATHAT Heefl faften graersT & sre |

The judge concurred, but Mr. Musk’s lawyers have signalled that they might appeal.

IR 8 58 AT & FEATT ek Y, Tohoc] AT 7R & Tehlell o Tehdl AR o I 3rfer e
dhd gl

The merits of the case were never discussed.

HIFHeY & IR JOT-AINT OX 9 =l 3 a1

The nonprofit debate

A-arrEy T8
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Trial testimony and evidence showed OpenAl’s leadership had anxiously tracked Google’s
acquisition of another Al research giant DeepMind in 2014.

FHeheH o AT JEd Tl 3R T2t & 7§ TS T foh MYACIHTE 7 Afcd I 2014 &
Wmvﬁ@m%ﬁﬁw@%aﬁmwﬁ%%mm@y oT|
OpenAl’s executives argued that the nonproe t structure was not sue cient to compete with
bigshots like Google.

NS & HTRARINAT F T &1 o arer Sy 937 Shuferat & yfaea’ w & fav IR
TSR TTAT qATed oAeT 2T
Mr. Musk was the company’s biggest early donor, contributing around $38 million.

A ATH HIAT & TS TOT & GG §3 SlAerar &, faegier 918791 38 FATIRIST ST T AT
e

But, the economics of building AGI turned out to be brutal.
Ty waltams & fToT it 3nfdes aredfsdr i woR faew §§|
Training large models requires computing infrastructure that costs billions of dollars.

3 ATl ! GTRATEA et & foIT 3RET SR Hed I HIAUTATCH AT hl HTTLThT Blcil
gl

By 2019, a year after Mr. Musk’s departure from the OpenAl board, the company decided it
could not remain competitive as a pure nonprofit.

¥ 2019 T, ST 3 AP & IS HEAS HASST T 37497 8leT & Ueh Iy ¢ AT, il of T
oot foram for @ quir: IR-cmsrehrly T & & & Gideatdi 787 3§ Hehcll|

It attached a for-profit subsidiary to the existing organisation, with the nonprofit retaining
oversight and a capped return structure for investors.

S8 HIS[ET HITSHT o A Teh ATHBRY HETAh Uil SiTeT, STeifeh JI-olMeTeh T HEAT & qAdaior
PR FATC I 3R et & forw dffAa gfawer axaar Auia S

Microsoft came in with an initial investment that year, and kept coming, eventually investing
more than $135 billion and holding a significant share in OpenAl.

ma&mﬁwﬁq@mﬁa‘arﬁmsﬂ?mﬁﬁwmwmgc135341337?»111#3@%
T T Y INITTITE H AgeaquT TBEAGRY 1ot T o |

This is the transformation Mr. Musk’s lawsuit sought to attack, from nonprofit to a
commercially driven Al laboratory he had set out to oppose.

TEI a8 IRacteT A1 518 4t 7k T Hehe AT Yl ST AT AT — IUTe] Teh IN-oHhRY FEAT H
RS & F G TS TARTRATAT H FUTIROT, fodenT 3 TR & ({0 s 3w I

Claims that did not make it to trial

I G S AHEH T A TET T

The bit that went to trial eventually was a much smaller subsect of the original claims Mr.
Musk had filed in 2024.

3TCTeT: SiY 37197 A Th TgT, g IY 2024 3 Y FFR G@RT QTR FA &1t T Teh Tg BeT
T am|

Several of his claims were dropped or narrowed before the trial even began.

HeCH T YBITT A TEel &1 3oTeh s Grdl I geT 1ETT 1T 312aT WA o fem arar|

Mr. Musk claimed that Microsoft’s investment in OpenAl had aided it to breach its charitable
mission.

A 7EF 7 g fhaT & AIaITe T HqeTeams 7 fFaer 3Heh qei 7ol e & oot 7

Heldh &dT|
But, despite a Microsoft executive testifying that the company had invested billions in
OpenAl, the jury dismissed the claim.
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fore], ATFRATFE & Ueh TSR SaRT TE IraTe! U ST & araspe & huel of Araereans &
3RET STor 7 forder fham g, ST o 39 ard oY @riveT & fea|

Mr. Musk also filed an antitrust claim against OpenAl and Microsoft, alleging that the two
companies were colluding to dominate the Al market.

oY AT & INITU3NE 3R AHETFE & Gy v Ffaeqe-fared grar ot grar fora, fowa
3TRIY SITTAT 1T o @l Shaferdl TS SR R T8icd TATA &hdel o fow fAeierare ot 3 €
This claim has not reached the jury yet.

g aTa 378 o ST 5 AT AT g |

Judge Gonzalez Rogers heard arguments and signalled she was sceptical, noting the
aggressive competition already playing out across the Al industry.

T TS AT & Teh Fol 3R Tg Feve T o & Feifehd €, e T3S Sedler A ggel
¥ & e wfaeaet oo Wrgl

OpenAl on its part filed a countersuit accusing Mr. Musk of running a years-long harassment
campaign against the company.

ga AR, NIACIHTE = FfrdTe g P §U A FEh T HIAT o [aeeer st & 3cdise i
Tellel T 3TRIY o137 |

That case is separate and still ongoing.

Jg HATHET 3eldT g AR 3087 ofr I &1

Key takeaways from the proceedings

m#uﬁ'@ﬁrﬁﬁ#

The legal question the jury resolved was procedural.

S @R ergirar I faferes veat gfshareas |

But the three weeks of testimony preceding the verdict were pure Silicon Valley tech theatre.
freq oot & g et g ook =it aTafedr qoicr: Rafarmier &l ST dehsiicht ATCHhIIdT & HHATH
of|

Mr. Musk’s lawyers assembled a long roster of witnesses who testified that Mr. Altman is not
trustworthy.

A FER & FehToll ¥ QTG T Teh oiel Tl TEI T, Tolegiot g ararer &1 T A0 sifeedter
egaei T g ¢ |

Mira Murati, who served as OpenAl’s chief technology officer, told the court that Mr. Altman
had lied about a safety review in the past.

INTATIHTE T FTT FeAThT ITRHRY TE Tehl HRT FICA 71 37eTeret T Scirar foh AT Jifecda
37T 3 Ueh T THTeT & fawy 3 31 e 2|

llya Sutskever, one of the company’s founding researchers, had spent more than a year
building a case for Mr. Altman's removal from the company, assembling a 52-page memo that
described a pattern of dishonesty and internal manipulation.

Ul o TEATTh MErhcli3il 7 & Teh AT GewahaR o1 A 3iecHal T el A gl & foIv vh
aY & 31U FHIT e ATHT AR ThaT TAT 52 Yo7 &l A IR 6, forasd asaAmi 3R
TR &Y F YT T Juie fomar aram 2T

In November 2023, OpenAl’s board bries y * red Mr. Altman and reversed course within
days.

FAdeR 2023 H INIATIHTS & fAeUF Hso o farea 3rafe & fow st 3ifecdaT &) ue & ger fear a,
e o &1 et # 319aT forofr st |

Mr. Altman returned and Mr. Sutskever eventually left the company.

A HTeeHa aTaH olie T 3R Jica: s Goshal o Huail oI5 |
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OpenAl’s lawyers demonstrated that while still on the board in 2017, Mr. Musk himself had
pushed to restructure OpenAl as a for-proe t entity, including an attempt to fold it into Tesla
under his control.

mm%mﬁugqaﬁaﬁm%aﬁzoﬂﬁﬁé@mmﬁ@ﬁymaﬁmﬁ
INYATIHTE T AHART TEUT & & H GoAo ST et S JAT foham 2T, SIea g8 3e7eh Ag=or &
AT F T Ssar Fr wifRrer ofr enfFer oY

Mr. Musk’s argument that he had always opposed commercialisation now sat awkwardly
alongside evidence that he had sought to commercialise the company himself, especially on
the condition that he be in charge.

# 7T T Tg A [ Seglel TET cATTHRIHIOT 1 TARVer o, 3197 3o7 Te2T 3 AT 3Gt
ngﬁaﬁmwg&nﬁ:ama:qﬁwmnﬁwmmﬁ, ICHAETEGERSE
=0T 373k gr T 7 &l

The immediate winner from the latest verdict is OpenAl.

AdTTH AT & TcahTel T3fead glet aTell HEAT YATIS B

The lawsuit had cast a shadow over the company’s plans for its upcoming IPO that could
value it at close to a trillion dollars.

S8 HeheH o hUAT I HEMHAT TSN D13 I AR St & o, Forwwss A &
mmwwwmﬁmﬁqﬁmwl

There is a larger question the verdict leaves entirely unanswered.

greittes, g 0T Ua 73 wea &Y quid: 31eTaRa ol & 8|

The trial showed how OpenAl's founding principles were abandoned in pursuit of
competition.

Hehe A o1 Ig e o yiceasl i elg & ITTag & TeTe ReHidl S fohaf TR cmT fear
I

The nonprofit structure still exists, and the OpenAl nonprofit now controls assets of more than
$200 billion.

IR-TTHPRY T 319 37 31T & &, 3R 3gawans $r IR-Smaerry TwaT 319 $200 3R &
31T 1 oGt = FRRT S B

But what that oversight means in practice was not explored in court.

T cageh &9 @ 38 gHA&T0T &1 741 379 ¥, 58 vy iy ~ararerd # #1g faEqgd Isdre w1t
S|
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China’s new worldview and
the future of global politics

Through its initiatives and its critique of the current order, China is seeking to lead multilateralism

Avinash Godbole

.S. President Donald Trump
completed his visit to the
People’s Republic of China on

May 14 and 15, 2026, a first in
nine years. The entire world watched this
visit with great anticipation. However, it
appears that the visit was a stalemate and
little was achieved by way of progress,
and the two sides are not even closer to
returning to the state of managed rivalry.
China frames it as “constructive strategic
stability”, but it seems to be unwilling to
make any concessions to achieve that and
puts the burden of instability squarely on
the US.

China’s strategic outlook

One of the expressions used by Chinese
President Xi Jinping right at the start of
his readout, that the “transformation not
seen in a century is accelerating across
the globe”, merits special attention. While

this is not the first time Mr. Xi has used
this expression in front of the U.S.
President, its last usage led to a binary in
which the ball was in the American court
to choose whether they wanted
confrontation or cooperation. This time,
it’s a choice on whether or not the two
sides can avoid a Thucydides’ trap that
would eventually lead them towards
conflicts or confrontations.

This term made its first appearance in
December 2017, during China’s
ambassadorial work conference, when
Mr. Xi said that the world is undergoing
“profound changes unseen in a century”.
1t reflects China’s assessment that the
global power transition has entered its
most decisive stage and China’s eclipsing
of the U.S. is a matter of time. Chinese
analysts have assessed that China’s GDP is
set to bypass the United States by 2030.

The reference to a century is what
makes it especially curious. China seems
to be thinking that a century ago, driven

by the decline of Europe across two world
wars, global power made a transatlantic
shift, making the U.S. the most powerful
country in the world, and made liberalism
its most central standpoint. Before that,
the 19th century saw a different form of
globalisation in the rise of colonialism and
imperialism. In a similar fashion, China’s
rise is projected as inevitable and its rise
as a norm-building power even more
certain. It underpins China’s confidence
in ascending to what it calls its rightful
place in the international system.

It seems that China views Brexit and
the first election of Donald Trump as U.S.
President — driven by a conservative,
insecure, to a large extent supremacist
and deglobalisation-driven agenda as
signs of the inevitable decline of the West,
the roots of which were seen in the 2008
financial crisis. After this, China emerged
as a new voice of globalisation and began
strongly criticising the West for its
withdrawal from globalisation, just as the

prosperity was beginning to spread away
from traditional centres of power.

Reshaping global dynamics
Towards the goal of its rise, China has
accelerated its assault on the current
international order through initiatives like
the Global Development Initiative (GDI)
and the Global Security initiative (GSI).
China is using these to discredit the U.S.
led order by portraying it to be divisive
and disruptive, while presenting its own
approach to global security as driven by
“common, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable” security. Through its
initiatives and critique of the current
order, China is seeking to and in some
cases is, leading multilateralism and
south-south cooperation, while
undercutting norms of the liberal order.
For countries like India, this increased
power rivalry makes life more difficult. In
the phase where there was a managed
competition between the U.S. and China,
other countries worked their way to
hedge their bets between the two.
However, now they are facing trade wars
and tariffs, supply chain volatilities, the
risks arising from the U.S.-Israel war on
Iran and overall strategic instability. Add
to it the rapid rise of artificial intelligence
and its potential impact on the job
markets, and the result is a volatile mix.
(Avinash Godbole is a Professor and
Associate Academic Dean, JSLH, JGU. Views
expressed are personal.)

20M. China’s new worldview and the future of global politics

fier ) o7 g e i AR oY = srfars
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China has accelerated its
challenge to the current
international order through
initiatives such as the Global
Development Initiative and the
Global Security Initiative

v

During the phase of managed
competition between the U.S.
and China, many countries
sought to hedge their bets
between the two powers.
However, they now face trade
wars, supply chain volatility
and risks from the West Asia
crisis, among other factors;
creating a volatile mix.

e Through its initiatives and its critique of the current order, China is seeking to lead
multilateralism.

Wmmamﬁmmmﬁmémwﬁjﬁﬁa@mw
AJcd el T JATH T T ¢

e U.S. President Donald Trump completed his visit to the People’s Republic of China on
May 14 and 15, 2026, a first in nine years.

3AREY Isgufar Seres era o 14 3R 15 #S, 2026 I AT AT IORTSE I HTA AT G
$r, 3 At aut & ggelr vy TmET ot

e The entire world watched this visit with great anticipation.

U &7 & $H AT Y AR ScehdT & TTY @

e However, it appears that the visit was a stalemate and little was achieved by way of progress,

and the two sides are not even closer to returning to the state of managed rivalry.
geifich, HT Selid &1l & foh g Am arfaieraet 1€ 3R 9rfa & &9 7 5§ e STelfeey gridrer
gs, duT el qat fd R gfdedgfadr i feufa # eieet & oft fashe et 3

o China frames it as “constructive strategic stability”, but it seems to be unwilling to make any
concessions to achieve that and puts the burden of instability squarely on the U.S.

AT 5/ TTAHS TARE REATAT & 9 37 T R §, Free] T Tl g & 6 g 59 ey

A & [T 1S RATIA S &l IR LT & 3R TEIAT b1 X7 eTided HARHT o) STeldT &

China’s strategic outlook

et 1 AR gveahror

e One of the expressions used by Chinese President Xi Jinping right at the start of his readout,
that the “transformation not seen in a century is accelerating across the globe”, merits special
attention.

et Trsgufer oft FreTfRier eaRT 39eT efced & YT H g Ig HTHATFT foh “Teh TEN A o
W T qRad fAeasR A Ng a1l T v @ &, R et & A B

o While this is not the first time Mr. Xi has used this expression in front of the U.S. President,
its last usage led to a binary in which the ball was in the American court to choose whether
they wanted confrontation or cooperation.
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TCITT T Ugell IR oTgl ¢ ot AT 2l oF IrARFY Isgufar & AT 30 AT &1 waeT fFarg,
fohe] TSl R g8eh 3UNT o T Sfa3memdy feufa seuea 1 oY forest 78 ot smier W
B3 & arar U7 foh a8 Toid Arga ¢ AT T |

e This time, it's a choice on whether or not the two sides can avoid a Thucydides’ trap that
would eventually lead them towards conflicts or confrontations.

SH IR 92 I8 & [ AT Slell a7 TTHSISTH ¢7 & < Hehdl &, il 3clT: 3og HuY AT THd
FI 3R o AT THAT &

e This term made its first appearance in December 2017, during China’s ambassadorial work
conference, when Mr. Xi said that the world is undergoing “profound changes unseen in a
century”.

IE AeE, Tgell IR TEHaT 2017 H et o Uolged R HFAT & SN IH 31T AT, 57a A1 et o
gl AT oh fa9d “Ueh W& & o <Y 91T ITgeT IRaclail” & o TET &

o It reflects China’s assessment that the global power transition has entered its most decisive
stage and China’s eclipsing of the U.S. is a matter of time.

Ig AT & 3T HTholel & 20T & o Afaes erfda aRade 39 ad fAviges TRor 7 9a9r
T & IR IARHT T IS S5 el THF 6T 91T &

o Chinese analysts have assessed that China’s GDP is set to bypass the United States by
2030.

AT faReIvenl &1 3HTehelal & T3 T 2030 Tk =t T NS FIFT To IFANET I TR T
STaaf

e The reference to a century is what makes it especially curious.

Th TSI & HesT FT 3o 35U fIAY &7 & e FATAT &

e China seems to be thinking that a century ago, driven by the decline of Europe across two
world wars, global power made a transatlantic shift, making the U.S. the most powerful
country in the world, and made liberalism its most central standpoint.

et T TlId 1elT & o @8 I8 A1TaT & foh Ueh T I a7 favagedii & il I & el & T
qfRaeh AfeFd T JHTeliies TR FATACAT g3, forast AR @1 fava o Fa@ Afeaemel arfFa
AT fET AT 3ERATE Y IHAT HFAIT GToehIoT T fahaT|

o Before that, the 19th century saw a different form of globalisation in the rise of colonialism and
imperialism.
389 g, 3eaiiadl erdredl # 3ufaAderarg 3R GrHEsddrg & 36T & &9 H Jd1RI0T & Tah et
TIET &I 1T 7|

¢ |n asimilar fashion, China’s rise is projected as inevitable and its rise as a norm-building
power even more certain.

ST IR, A I 36T IR dUT Teh ATIGS-TAHTT ATFd & T F 37T 3AR 3R o 31

AT ST 31 W &

e |t underpins China’s confidence in ascending to what it calls its rightful place in the
international system.

TE ARSI STTEAT H 3T 3 AT IR Tgaret o AT & IMeATIRATH T IR TETeT FHIAT
gl

e It seems that China views Brexit and the first election of Donald Trump as U.S. President
— driven by a conservative, insecure, to a large extent supremacist and deglobalisation-
driven agenda as signs of the inevitable decline of the West, the roots of which were seen in
the 2008 financial crisis.

UHT Il g1 & o et afFre 3R Sietres oo & e IR 3R gl Io St @ — S
Teh FIGATCT, IERTEICT, T §¢ e ASSATAIET T LTI oT-faRIed woist & 9 o1 — gfRae &
IR IdeT & Hehd & ®9 & 2@ar &, forahr 73 a¥ 2008 & fai Feve & fe@rs & off)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page43



9971932488
it

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

After this, China emerged as a new voice of globalisation and began strongly criticising the
West for its withdrawal from globalisation, just as the prosperity was beginning to spread
away from traditional centres of power.

ZTh d1C, dieT JLAHITT T Teh A TATST o &I H IIRT 3T 3T 3201 T NI gt & forw
AfREH &Y cfieT ITeATe=T TReT &Y &1, Sreh IH AT STel THES TRUR ATehel Shal & a6 Holel
oraft o

Reshaping global dynamics

ﬁﬁamﬂﬁahamaﬁmgm

Towards the goal of its rise, China has accelerated its assault on the current international
order through initiatives like the Global Development Initiative (GDI) and the Global
Security Initiative (GSI).

3 36T & 18T FI 2 7 A o Tellaer Sqergdie Aol FHaE) ik saas RFaRE
sfafiefea (Shrewans) Sl ggelt & ATegs F TTHIT FHARTSET STGEAT T Yeilell Gl ool Y

fear gl

China is using these to discredit the U.S.-led order by portraying it to be divisive and
disruptive, while presenting its own approach to global security as driven by “common,
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable” security.

et goT Tl T ITANT IANFT-Aea aTell sFaEYUT I fATIThrT 3R faeresr il fey e &

& T H T W @8

Through its initiatives and critique of the current order, China is seeking to and in some cases
is, leading multilateralism and south-south cooperation, while undercutting norms of the liberal
order.

mwmmmmﬁma:mmﬂzma@maﬂwaﬁﬁwaﬁww
T Acfcd el T TATH Y 6T &, AR $T A 7 T 37 7T &, oo SeRATET eqaer &

A3l &l HAAN HT IET &
For countries like India, this increased power rivalry makes life more difficult.

R S ¢t & AT Ig Fed afed gfdgdefadar aRfEafadt s 31ftie e a1 W/ g

In the phase where there was a managed competition between the U.S. and China, other
countries worked their way to hedge their bets between the two.

3 WOT A, 519 IARFT 3N Dot o ofrer T et off, 3w it & St & o dgore
T et T I0TAIT IATS 2|

However, now they are facing trade wars and tariffs, supply chain volatilities, the risks arising
from the U.S.-Israel war on Iran and overall strategic instability.

fehec] 379 d SATUR edil 3R Loehl, MYfct H@er T 3TN, IHANFT-FoRIS GaRT &0 o
faeeyr geur @ 3cteet SHHT TUT THIT FTHARE AT T AHAT I I &

Add to it the rapid rise of artie cial intelligence and its potential impact on the job markets, and
the result is a volatile mix.

38 ATY A AT & ol 3 3R 3T ASTR START I FeAIfAT Ta97 I Sis fera i,
oY TROTH Teh 3cdel YT IR & &9 # Ao AT |
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LAGOS
Nigeria says its joint strikes with
the U.S. have killed 175 IS militants

. . o "
o SR S

AFP

A
Ajoint operation against Islamic State militants by Nigeria and the
United States has killed 175 of the militants over the past few days,
the Nigerian military said on Tuesday. It added that the strikes also
destroyed weapons, checkpoints and financial networks of the
militants across the northeastern region of the country. Ap

20M. Nigeria says its joint strikes with
the U.S. have killed 175 IS militants

AT o FgT T IrARFT F W1y wYFA
gH 7 175 IS ATdHarE) AR T

e A joint operation against Islamic State
militants by Nigeria and the United States has
killed 175 of the militants over the past few days,
the Nigerian military said on Tuesday.

AT 3R T T IJANFT 2R gFATiATH
FET HTAFANGAT o TGAE TelTT TT FGFl AHATA
A oo $o &1 & 175 Tdehdicl AR a0 &, Ig
STTASRY ATSARATS AT o HITAR T |

e It added that the strikes also destroyed
weapons, checkpoints and financial networks of the
militants across the northeastern region of the
country.

361 75 3 e o ST gl A &2 o 3aX-qaf & #
RISl & AR, Ihuiee 3R AT Seas o
Tse o fU 91T
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20M | India’s EV ambition needs a grid strategy to match
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India’s EV ambition needs a grid strategy to match

very time crude prices spike as a result of

tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, India’s

import bill bleeds. The latest escalation in
West Asia has prompted two-wheeler commuters
in Patna and Pune to browse electric vehicle (EV)
prices with genuine intent. Short daily
commutes, immediate fuel savings, and low
switching costs mean that two-wheelers will lead
India’s electric transition — and rightly so. But the
visibility of this shift risks obscuring where the
deeper infrastructure challenge truly lies: not in
scooters, but in the grid that must eventually
power freight.

The arithmetic of a second power system
India has approxi ly 420 million regi d
vehicles. Full electrification of this fleet across all
vehicle categories, accounting for their vastly
different energy intensities and annual usage
would require generating an additional 900 TWh
t0 1,100 TWh per year. Even at 50% fleet
conversion by 2047, a moderate assumption, the
additional demand is roughly 500 TWh,
equivalent to roughly a third of India’s current
annual electricity generation. Electrifying Indian
transport means building a sut ial i
of the power system, approaching the scale of the
one that took seven decades to construct.

It is tempting to assume that two-wheeler-led
adoption keeps grid impact gradual. Voters
experience the transition as scooters on their
streets; governments announce it as subsidies at
rallies. But even 309 million electric
two-wheelers — the largest vehicle class — would
add only about 55 TWh-75 TWh (based on 5,000
km-7,000 km annual use at 0.035 kWh/km), less
than 7% of total projected EV demand at full
conversion. The political visibility of
two-wheelers is thus inversely proportional to
their grid impact.

The data in this article is based on the author’s
estimates, derived from fleet-scale modelling
using VAHAN National Register data, the
Parivahan analytics portal, CSTEP freight
electrification research, and ICCT heavy-duty
vehicle analysis. Goods vehicles are segmented
into HGV and MGV categories with differentiated
energy intensity and annual mileage. The figures
cited reflect the mid-range of three scenarios,
with full-conversion estimates noted as upper
bounds. The heavier lift belongs to freight and
here the numbers are stark. A single heavy goods
vehicle produces emissions equivalent to roughly
25 passenger cars. India has approximately 6.26

Kavya Wadhwa

Energy and strategic
security policy analyst

India’s electric
vehicle (EV)
future depends
on a strong and
clean energy

electricity grid

million heavy goods vehicles (HGVs), each
consuming 1.2 to 1.5 kWh per kilometre over
60,000 km a year. Electrifying them alone would
require 450 TWh to 565 TWh annually. Add
nearly a million medium goods vehicles (MGVs) at
lower but still significant energy intensities, and
total freight electricity demand approaches 500
TWh to 600 TWh - several times the
two-wheeler total, from barely 2% of the
registered fleet.

When policymakers speak of “electrifying
India’s roads,” they are largely speaking about
electrifying India’s supply chains.

This is already visible on the ground. Across
several States, fleet operators seeking
high-tension depot connections face long delays.
The challenge is not only technical but also
financial: discoms, already burdened by
significant accumulated losses, face distribution
upgrades that they have not budgeted for.

What happens at seven in the evening? Annual
demand figures tell only half the story. Grids are
stressed not by yearly consumption but by
instantaneous demand. If millions of vehicles
charge during the evening peak, modelling
suggests additional loads of several hundred
gigawatts even under managed conditions.
Without management, the risk extends to grid
instability, supply disruptions, and tariff spikes
affecting all consumers, not just EV owners.

The tools exist: time-of-use pricing, workplace
charging during solar hours, battery storage at
hubs, and swapping networks for lighter vehicles.
Several States have introduced early EV tariff
frameworks. But no national standard ensures
that chargers installed today can respond to grid
signals. Every conventional charger installed now
is a retrofit cost later.

What the grid actually needs

EV charging at this scale places two distinct
demands on the generation system. The first is
sheer volume. Hundreds of terawatt-hours of new
supply. The second is reliability: freight depots,
highway chargers, and urban networks need
power around the clock, not only when the sun is
up or the wind blows. Any credible strategy must
address both.

Each major source brings a distinct strength.
Solar and wind power offer the lowest marginal
cost and fastest scalable deployment but operate
at 25%-30% capacity factors, requiring storage or
complementary generation for reliability. Nuclear
power provides high-capacity-factor, low-carbon

baseload independent of weather, but with long
build cycles and high upfront costs. Pumped
hydro and batteries bridge variability and
demand, while gas can manage short-term peaks
during the transition.

‘What does not belong in this mix is expanded
coal use. If incremental terawatt-hours come
mainly from coal, India merely replaces oil
dependence with coal dependence — importing
from Australia and Indonesia instead of the Gulf,
without emissions gains. The logic of
electrification breaks if the grid is not cleaner
than the fuel it replaces. A diversified clean
portfolio, where each source plays to its
strengths, could cut required new capacity by
half or more. For highway corridors and urban
hubs needing firm baseload, micro modular
nuclear reactors offer a weather-independent
solution located close to demand centres.

There is a downstream dimension as well.
Hundreds of millions of EV batteries will
eventually reach end-ofife, and India does not
yet have recycling infrastructure at anywhere
near the required scale. Without it, the transition
risks creating a new waste crisis even as it solves
an energy one.

Steps to take

There are four things that would make a
difference. The draft National Electricity Policy
includes EV demand projections, but they do not
yet drive capacity planning. Making EV load a
primary variable modelling 30%, 50%, and 100%
fleet electrification by 2047 would give the sector
clarity. Smart-charging capability must be
mandated for all new infrastructure at the
equipment standard level.

The Golden Quadrilateral and Dedicated
Freight Corridors need a joint power-mapping
exercise before electric trucks reach commercial
scale. An inter-Ministerial mechanism bridging
transport, power, and distribution finance would
ensure that no part of the system plans in
isolation. And strengthening discom finances
through a reformed Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS) with EV-readiness
benchmarks is essential to making last-mile
delivery viable.

The commuter in Patna choosing an electric
scooter this week is making the right call. The
question is whether planning is keeping pace
with the ambition. India’s EV transition is
inevitable. The task now is to build the grid that
makes it sustainable.

20M. India’s EV ambition needs a grid strategy to match
HR Y $at AgcaTHiaT F I [Agga s Toehfa 1 sraeaswar §

e Everytime crude prices spike as a result of tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, India’s import
bill bleeds.

B AR ST FE AT @IS H TA1d o hROT Fea Al $T P Tl 8, oI 7R T AT el
3R & @ wenfad @ g

e The latest escalation in West Asia has prompted two-wheeler commuters in Patna and Pune
to browse electric vehicle (EV) prices with genuine intent.

afRersr vfRr 3 g1fer oeia Sge o ST et 3R qoT & g T atgel SUhTehdT aredide o
& T gefFeH arg (§f) H BAd @A TN g

e Short daily commutes, immediate fuel savings, and low switching costs mean that two-
wheelers will lead India’s electric transition — and rightly so.

oIl Efeieh AT, IRl $u S R o IR o7 TE FiATad Il 8 & gafear arge
HR ¥ Regea aRada 7 dqed Fier — 3R T 3Ra g

e But the visibility of this shift risks obscuring where the deeper infrastructure challenge truly
lies: not in scooters, but in the grid that must eventually power freight.

T 38 IRacTl T g 3 AT gt IAEAeATCHD Felcl T ST Fehell &, ST TheT &
oTeI afesh 39 faegd s & fafgd & fS& e #er TRageT S ol Tete et graf|
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The arithmetic of a second power system

gt faega vorrel &1 arfora

India has approximately 420 million registered vehicles.
SR H oI3T$19T 42 F1S Uoiiehcl ATt ¢ |

Full electrification of this fleet across all vehicle categories, accounting for their vastly
die erent energy intensities and annual usage would require generating an additional 900
TWh to 1,100 TWh per year.

Tl aTgeT ATOTHT o 3 R 93 T T TAeGAThIT, SeTehl et Soil ITaRTehciai 3R arfden
Waﬁrwaﬁr@ﬁg& wfar a¥ HfAReEFT 900 TWh & 1,100 TWh fege Seurest &1 #iar
FH|

Even at 50% fleet conversion by 2047, a moderate assumption, the additional demand is
roughly 500 TWh, equivalent to roughly a third of India’s current annual electricity generation.

I I 2047 e el 50% 53 1 &1 AR &Y, Sl Teh HETH 37eTATT &, o o JifaRerT
ATaT 21371 500 TWh g1, ST TR & TcTHATS a1TSeh faegel ScdTet & STsTaT Ueh-foIgTs o saiie
el

Electrifying Indian transport means building a substantial expansion of the power system,
approaching the scale of the one that took seven decades to construct.

R aRaget & faegclientor 1 314 § faegd JoTell o1 Scielm J37 faEcR #3a, Sit 38 YoTel
FIHIT GHTT TR HT &1 T TATd F T G2 o3|

It is tempting to assume that two-wheeler-led adoption keeps grid impact gradual.

IE HIeT oIl JTeh¥eh g1 Hehell & Toh AT ATl oh Acfcd dTell T TRaclel 15 I Fa7Ta i eiR-
X Forua|

Voters experience the transition as scooters on their streets; governments announce it as
subsidies at rallies.

HACTCT 38 TRdclel T 3Ue1 HFehl TR Fhel o § H 3HeJ37d il ¢, STeifeh TR 58 Yfordi
|feqs & &9 & Bl Ll 8

But even 309 million electric two-wheelers — the largest vehicle class — would add only
about 55 TWh-75 TWh (based on 5,000 km-7,000 km annual use at 0.035 kWh/km), less than
7% of total projected EV demand at full conversion.

fohe] 30.9 IS gelfegen AT AT dTgeT — it TH T aTgel el & — 31 Shaol ola1879T 55 TWh &
75 TWh 3faRea Afer 3cdeeT 33T (0.035 kWh 9 farelidie it e & 5,000-7,000 fareliaiiex
T 3TN o IMUR W), ST 0T FaGGfehior 0T ITTHATII Fool SdT HIT T 7% F 8 A T
The political visibility of two-wheelers is thus inversely proportional to their grid impact.

S YR, AITeT ATget! oh ITsTelfcTeh R Soeh 38 Yetra & Tl 3reyaray ¥ ¥

The data in this article is based on the author’s estimates, derived from ¢ eet-scale modelling
using VAHAN National Register data, the Parivahan analytics portal, CSTEP freight
electrie cation research, and ICCT heavy-duty vehicle analysis.

3 O 3 Y 31193 e & 3THE W ITRE 8, fSieg areet wedrr W, aRase
vatfafesw qieer, CSTEP & #HTe aRageT faegcehior JTHee, T ICCT & SR aTgail o
fIeavoT & fasrfaa AvsfoieT & Aty & wreg Far ar |

Goods vehicles are segmented into HGV and MGV categories with differentiated energy
intensity and annual mileage.

mﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁ@*wwmwmwmﬁmﬁm
AT

The figures cited reflect the mid-range of three scenarios, with full-conversion estimates noted
as upper bounds.
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STeTld 3Mehs el TRGeAT o HE-EIT ITeTHTT 1 &Ml §, STafeh qof faegclienor & 3refare
FTaad AT & §9 F 2T AT |

The heavier lift belongs to freight and here the numbers are stark.

T T oAl Ao TRaEeT a1 7 §, 3R 7T 3T 31 i £

A single heavy goods vehicle produces emissions equivalent to roughly 25 passenger cars.
Teh 3holl IRY AT ATgeT SI9T33T 25 AT HRT 3 SIS Scoiel HT g

India has approximately 6.26 million heavy goods vehicles (HGVs), each consuming 1.2 to
1.5 kWh per kilometre over 60,000 km a year.

AT H ST 62.6 ARG HIY AT aTgeT (T &, Tt & uedss i a¥ 60,000 fheliaiex Hr

g W 1.2 ¥ 1.5 KWh 9T FhcllefieX Sioil &l 38T i 8|
Electrifying them alone would require 450 TWh to 565 TWh annually.
harol geTehl TACGclTehi T €1 T a¥ 450 TWh & 565 TWh 3TIReFcl Fiail shl JTaeTehell 3cdeal

FHM|

Add nearly a million medium goods vehicles (MGVs) at lower but still significant energy
intensities, and total freight electricity demand approaches 500 TWh to 600 TWh — several
times the two-wheeler total, from barely 2% of the registered fleet.

e ST 10 G ACTH AT dTgsT (THoEY) 37 g T ST, TSreTehT Foll 31aeTehard &
feeg Fgeaqol €, A el Aol TReAEeT faeg el AT 500 TWh & 600 TWh deh Ig el Sirelt & — it
ol Gofiehel ATg=il oh AT 2% feEd & ScTeT QTR dTgeil T ool HIIT A S T[T IR B |

When policymakers speak of “electrifying India’s roads,” they are largely speaking about
electrifying India’s supply chains.

STe - forHTeT ‘e Y T3l & faggcieor &1 a1 axd €, ar d areca & R $r gt
HEA3T & TACGARIOT T &1 Y ¢ Bt 8|
This is already visible on the ground.

Ig Feufd 319 ool 9T oY Tase Rwrs & el B

Across several States, fleet operators seeking high-tension depot connections face long
delays.

g TSl H 3Td-dlecel 18Ul Felarlel T Flel T IITH Y Ig 95T HATeIh! l oid [deid T

HIFHT 1T IS ET R

The challenge is not only technical but also financial: discoms, already burdened by
significant accumulated losses, face distribution upgrades that they have not budgeted for.

IE Yeilcil shael ceheilehl w161 STodh facie 8l §, FFaifeh Tgel & $IRY T1e & [T QI fstel faaRor
FUTAAT T WA TAAT 3eeTeT el 5 @ 8 Totetah [T sote fore TR =18t famam aram |

What happens at seven in the evening?

QI TTd ol FIT IITT?

Annual demand figures tell only half the story.

IS AT & 3iiehs Shael AT FHgled! IdTd 2|

Grids are stressed not by yearly consumption but by instantaneous demand.

315 9T ca1g a1 @IT A 8T dfedh dicehiieleh AT § ISaT &

If millions of vehicles charge during the evening peak, modelling suggests additional loads of
several hundred gigawatts even under managed conditions.

e TG aTgeT AH oh TET THI H °lsl Bl &, oY AlSTIT & @R g i aRiegfaat 7 o
Fs It afemaie JfaRed IR 3cue<T & ThdT &l

Without management, the risk extends to grid instability, supply disruptions, and tariff spikes
affecting all consumers, not just EV owners.

3T gaYe o 3781d & I8 SHTEH [ 31feuRdr, faege smqf aiferd gl 3ik weft susitercait 1
TS SIe dTell Qeeh G e cIoh thel Hehell &, o1 Toh sharel Sal HiTelehi cieh |
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The tools exist: time-of-use pricing, workplace charging during solar hours, battery storage
at hubs, and swapping networks for lighter vehicles.

$Hh THTUTS 3T §: HAT-ITUTRA Hed FAeROT, W FiT ST & THAY HRITTA T
TSI, §aT U ST HSRUT, TUT ook ATgaAl o [olT SedT T Acash |

Several States have introduced early EV tariff frameworks.

&S Tl o GRTA §elt e are o] fohu 2

But no national standard ensures that chargers installed today can respond to grid signals.
Tehec] TT IS TSI AeTeh g1 § Sl Fg it e foh ST T fohw 5173 =R Hiasa 7
Tars THehell o 37TRY 1 Y Fh |

Every conventional charger installed now is a retrofit cost later.

3TToT T FRaT 3T T TR dTol AT & JTaRed T JRTd T HI-OT S391|

What the grid actually needs
frs ®) araa & Far afRv

EV charging at this scale places two distinct demands on the generation system.

58 T W) §elY TSt {3 Scuteet JuTell R &7 3TeM9T-37e9T YehR hT HIT Scee il ¢
The first is sheer volume.

Igell AT AT AET I &

Hundreds of terawatt-hours of new supply.

Hengt raTe-ae 778 ey 3mqfel T sraezehar g

The second is reliability: freight depots, highway chargers, and urban networks need power
around the clock, not only when the sun is up or the wind blows.

@ TR TAREHAIT h §: Aol TRAgT STl ASTATT AoR X 2l Aeaeh i =it v
farstely anfRw, Shael A T STa G T @7 81 AT gal Il g1 &l

Any credible strategy must address both.

TorelY 8t TaRaweirT YOIy hl §o1 Gl TARARCATIHT ol HHATTH &HIaAT AT

Each major source brings a distinct strength.

YA YW Foll Tl 37911 faTIse &TaaT oot 31T 8

Solar and wind power offer the lowest marginal cost and fastest scalable deployment
but operate at 25%-30% capacity factors, requiring storage or complementary generation for
reliability.

R 3R g ST 7 GATH AT ST TN FY T TAEAR FIG ATl Feilol el 8, e T
25%-30% &THAT R TR HIA HcH &, FATT TARTHAIAT & TIT HSROT AT I faeg el Seureet

3G BT &

Nuclear power provides high-capacity-factor, low-carbon baseload independent of weather,
but with long build cycles and high upfront costs.

YT oAl HIGH Tl 3T 4THAT hieh dlell HH-shieel R e et HIch &, g
38 fAATT Teh o 3R RIS oera 3rcafee gidl g

Pumped hydro and batteries bridge variability and demand, while gas can manage short-
term peaks during the transition.

TFes g5 3R JeRAT See 3 SAR-TTa =T HAT & IR HY Hfer el &, safeh 3
HohHUT FIel & GRTeT HeTehlfoldh 3T FIIT T TLeT Y Tehell o
What does not belong in this mix is expanded coal use.

5@ 0T 1 31 dicd o1 Faear 7€l @etr a1fey, a8 § FIIe 1 a7 g3 39|

If incremental terawatt-hours come mainly from coal, India merely replaces oil dependence
with coal dependence — importing from Australia and Indonesia instead of the Gulf, without
emissions gains.

e AR SraTe-He HET: HIT U 3T §, AT HRA Shdel diel TR FRAT Y el T
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fHSRAT & Seor ST — 31UT @Wrst 2 & TUTT IR 3irEefarar 3R g & 3mana e, foar
3cgole H fordY areafas el & |

The logic of electrification breaks if the grid is not cleaner than the fuel it replaces.
af ey s 38 $uer & Jifaes T 76 § o ag wfaenfia w2 T &, ot fRegeieor
e &1 fawer g1 SITaT B

A diversified clean portfolio, where each source plays to its strengths, could cut required new
capacity by half or more.

e fafathiepd Taes Sofl NEHITorA, Toraet Tedeh T 39T &THdT o 3R HR A, HaeTh
TS &THCIT ohT JTTE AT 3EH &1 37TeIeh ohaf T AT ¢ |

For highway corridors and urban hubs needing firm baseload, micro modular nuclear
reactors offer a weather-independent solution located close to demand centres.

TSTAT FTTERIRT 3R A el b FEU TR Fioil Teled it & fIT ATFhY AT IATT
RuFex A9 Fgh & Fare ud Algq-Tads garen= v ad &1

There is a downstream dimension as well.

SHHT Teh SrEehlToleh Tge] 8 51

Hundreds of millions of EV batteries will eventually reach end-of-life, and India does not yet
have recycling infrastructure at anywhere near the required scale.

RS BT FEAT F Eelt SRAT HATT: T 3TN Sl o 37T deh Tg <M, HR R & a1 el
3R TR & &Y JeTtshUT AT ST el 81
Without it, the transition risks creating a new waste crisis even as it solves an energy one.

Wymﬁwmmmmwmgmwmwmaﬁmé
HhATE|

Steps to take
33T AT qTel HgH

There are four things that would make a dis erence.

Y IR 91T & ST arEdiaeh IRade off Tehdll &1

The draft National Electricity Policy includes EV demand projections, but they do not yet
drive capacity planning.

wrater Ty farega Afer 7 S Aler o 31eTHTT AfAe §, T & 3180 b &7 foviitet &t
TR et 51 81

Making EV load a primary variable modelling 30%, 50%, and 100% fleet electrie cation by
2047 would give the sector clarity.

e a¥ 2047 T 30%, 50% X 100% aTeeT e ciientor & Aisel H $al X T T TR FA14T

ST, I 38 39 819 i Tse feerm et

Smart-charging capability must be mandated for all new infrastructure at the
equipment standard level.

FT T HTTITATHT F 3YHIUT AleTeh TR IR TATC-ATTO1T §TAAT Y JifAar =1 ST arfge |

The Golden Quadrilateral and Dedicated Freight Corridors need a joint power-mapping
exercise before electric trucks reach commercial scale.

ese Farfzaete AR 3f3Fes e FINERK HI [T gohl & AT IS TR TR Igd= & Tgel
T g a-ATATIAT 384TE &Y HILTHT |

An inter-Ministerial mechanism bridging transport, power, and distribution finance would
ensure that no part of the system plans in isolation.

aRageT, Foil A TAeRoT e T Siiget aTell Ueh 3cR-HATerT o Jg G Rerc 3 foh Jorelr
PIS 3 STIT 3TAIT-U AT JISTAT o FATT
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e And strengthening discom finances through a reformed Revamped Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS) with EV-readiness benchmarks is essential to making last-mile delivery
viable.

3 S-AIT ATt & |1 FRANRIT Rdees BEdiegers @ae e (RDSS) & AIA
emiar 1 e Feufa &t Aorge sea 3ifas avor i 3t 1 sgaer a= & fow sraas

gl
e The commuter in Patna choosing an electric scooter this week is making the right call.
S8 HCATE YT 3 Selfdhgeh Tohel Yelol dlell AT Tl =101 o TET &
e The question is whether planning is keeping pace with the ambition.
5I%eT g & Toh AT AT T HIOT 58 HgedTehi&T & 3T Il S=ATT IQ 9T 8T &
¢ India’s EV transition is inevitable.
AR F1 &4t aRade g §1
e The task now is to build the grid that makes it sustainable.

IS Gt 38 e fars &1 AAToT e & it 58 Srefehiiors §9 & feehrs &= @
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Revealed: how humans evolved in the
past 10,000 years alone

Even though some of the human remains the scientists examined were 18,000 years old, they were able to obf

tain enouy

frequencies for the last 10 millennia alone; the study is in fact the largest survey of ancient human genomes to date

D.P. Kasbekar

eople who lived and died
thousands of years ago have
left behind their skeletal

remains as a legacy. In recent
years, scientists have isolated and
sequenced the DNA from more and more
of these remains.

A team of researchers led by scientists
at the Harvard Medical School in the U.S.
has compared 15,836 ancient DNA
sequences from across Western Eurasia
with the sequences of 6,438 modern
people from the same countries. (Western
Eurasia includes Europe, Russia, Central
Asia, the Middle East and Iran.)

‘The comparison revealed evidence that
for many genes for which two sequence
variants have been known, one variant
had undergone a sustained increase or
decrease in frequency relative to the
other over the past eight to 10 millennia.

Using new statistical methods coupled
with computer simulations, the team
found that these changes in frequency
can be attributed in many cases to natural
selection rather than to processes like
genetic drift and population migration.
‘The findings were reported on April 15 in
Nature.

The oldest remains examined were
dated to 18,000 years ago — yet the
scientists were able to obtain enough
genetic material to meaningfully calculate
gene frequencies for the last 10 millennia
alone. The study is, in fact, the largest
survey of ancient human genomes to
date.

Carbon dating

Scientists figure out how ancient a
skeleton is by measuring the relative
amount of carbon-14, also known as
radioactive carbon, in its bones and teeth.
Carbon-14 is a carbon isotope generated
when cosmic rays collide with nitrogen
atoms in the earth’s upper atmosphere.
Its chemical properties are identical to
that of the non-radioactive isotopes
carbon-12 and carbon-13.

When an individual is alive, the
fraction of carbon-14 in the body is the
same as that in the carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere, and in the plants and
animals consumed as food. This level
begins to drop after death. Radioactive
decay turns carbon-14 back into nitrogen
and there is no way to replenish its level.

Carbon-14 decays with a half-life of
5,730 years. That is, the fraction of
radioactive carbon relative to
non-radioactive carbon halves every 5,730
years. So after 50,000 years, the fraction
of radioactive carbon 14 remaining in the
bones and teeth is only two-thousandth
that at the time of death.

An instrument called a mass

spectrometer is used to measure the
relative amounts of each carbon isotope,
then estimate the age of its source.

Blood types, gluten, colours

The human body has two copies of a gene
called ABO. Each copy comes in three
variants, called A, B, and O. Which
combination of variants we have
determines our blood type. These blood
types appeared very early in evolution
and we share them with other great apes.

The researchers found that over the
last 6,000 years, the B variant has been
occurring more commonly among the
‘West Eurasians, with a concomitant
decrease in the A variant. The A and B
variants are associated with opposite
effects with respect to many traits.
Therefore, it may be that a population
benefits by maintaining an optimal
balance to respond to changing
pathogenic exposures.

Similarly, a variant of the HLA-DQBI
gene makes people susceptible to coeliac
disease. In individuals with two copies of
this variant, the gluten in wheat, barley,
and rye triggers the immune system to
attack the small intestine, leading to
diarrhoea, vomiting, and abdominal pain.

In the past 4,000 years, the frequency
of occurrence of the disease-causing
variant has increased from 0% to 20%.
Since agriculture also began 10,000 years
ago, the researchers have clarified that
the increase was “not a ph

Around 8,000 years ago, humans began to select for gene variants in several genes that produce lighter skin tones and pigmented hair. DIGITALE.DE/UNSPLASH

Perhaps the most interesting
signals of ancient selection were
found in the gene combinations
today associated with ‘modern’
traits such as performance on
intelligence tests, household
income, years of schooling,

and healthy lifestyle

even as they admit what could have
driven the increase remains unknown.

Also around 8,000 years ago, humans
began to select for gene variants in several
genes that produce lighter skin tones and
pigmented hair. The researchers have
suggested this was an adaptation in
response to having to synthesise more
vitamin D in regions with low sunlight,
especially among farmers whose diets
supplied little of it.

Ancient genes, modern traits
Possessing two copies of the A32 variant
of the CCR5 gene makes an individual
completely resistant to HIV-1 infection.
The frequency of this variant among
Western Eurasians increased from 2% to
about 8% between 6,000 and 2,000 years
ago. This predated the origin of HIV,
however, which happened only in the
early 20* century. Put another way, other
unknown ancient pathogens must have
driven this increase, as scientists have

only or largely of the rise of agriculture”

ancient selection were found in the gene
combinations today associated with
‘modern’ traits such as performance on
intelligence tests, household income,
years of schooling, and healthy lifestyle
(e.g. faster walking pace). Smoking was
unknown to Eurasia until Christopher
Columbus introduced tobacco from the
Americas less than 600 years ago. The
study found that the gene variants
associated today with smoking were
selected against even in those ancient
times. However, it is not clear what traits
governed the selection in that time.

As the researchers wrote: “it will be of
interest to apply similar approaches to
ancient DNA time series over longer times
and to other world regions. This would
allow more generalizable insights by
identifying which patterns of selection are
shared and which are distinctive to
Holocene West Eurasia.”

South Asians have genetic
contributions from ancestors from
Iranian Neolithic Farmers and western
steppe herders; from indigenous Eastern
Eurasian ancestors, including ancient
ancestral South Indians; and East and
Southeast Asian and

i A
ancient DNA study of our ancestors is
likely to be just as fascinating. But we
need to first start assembling our own
legacy: the remains of our ancestors from
thousands of years ago.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
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The comparison revealed
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for which two sequence
variants have been known, one
variant had undergone a
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The researchers found that
over the past 6,000 years, the B
variant of the ABO gene has
been occurring more
commonly among the West
Eurasians, with a concomitant
decrease in the A variant

20M. Revealed: how humans evolved in the past 10,000 years alone

garar: Asa 10,000 a9t # #qsa H& A go

e Even though some of the human remains the scientists examined were 18,000 years old,
they were able to obtain enough genetic material to meaningfully calculate gene
frequencies for the last 10 millennia alone.

eIty dfaient garT deToT fhT 1T % AT Ay 18,000 T = A, T o 3 g
ITTa A% FHAY TToT e H Tl g, FTHE TSl dhael 10 Hewtfegal & forw St amgfert
reYeh IUTAT T ST T

e The study is in fact the largest survey of ancient human genomes to date.
g YA I H 379 Ik T AT ATeld SAA1AT T X I37 FS&TT |

e People who lived and died thousands of years ago have left behind their skeletal remains as
a legacy.

EOIRT A gl SNfac & HR g ol ared §U AWM o 3= 317e-3raeIst bl ueh fovmerey & &9 &
91 oIS 5
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In recent years, scientists have isolated and sequenced the DNA from more and more of
these remains.

BTeT o sl 3 A=ATTeIehi ol 3oT AN & § RIS NTAT T Gk FT SHAT HeTsha0T [T &
A team of researchers led by scientists at the Harvard Medical School in the U.S. has
compared 15,836 ancient DNA sequences from across Western Eurasia with the sequences
of 6,438 modern people from the same countries.

AR & FTE AR T F FHT & Aged AT oA A v S o aftaeh ¥R
o fafdest &=t & UTee 15,836 JTelleT SIUTT 37Tshdl T Jofell w61 a2l o 6,438 TETIeh olall o
st &

(Western Eurasia includes Europe, Russia, Central Asia, the Middle East and Iran.)
(aftersl A 7 g, w7, e o, A gd 3R S anfde §)

The comparison revealed evidence that for many genes for which two sequence variants
have been known, one variant had undergone a sustained increase or decrease in frequency
relative to the other over the past eight to 10 millennia.

3 oIl & g JATOT T foh 31eieh 0 St #, To¥eteh &Y 3fefohed YR A1 &, TSl 3116 & &H
TgHTfeedt & ERIeT Ueh Yehrd Y T & gEY I Tefell # AR Jefer a1 A g3
Using new statistical methods coupled with computer simulations, the team found that these

changes in frequency can be attributed in many cases to natural selection rather than to
processes like genetic drift and population migration.

TS WA faferat qum eaex faagereret T ST i §T A & 91 3 3y 7 3 afader
31o¥eh FATAC H IIpfeish Tl & FROTEV &, o {3 AT TS fararerer IR Teraecar Jara St
GishaT3it & T

The oldest remains examined were dated to 18,000 years ago — Yet the scientists were able
to obtain enough genetic material to meaningfully calculate gene frequencies for the last 10
millennia alone.

TSteT T greliet 3rarQst v Sirer Y 318, 9 18,000 A et I — T 8 Smifelen Aol 10
TedITeedr & ToIT Sfiet gt 1 Areieh IOTAT &t {1 TS AT TRIeh HIHT FTecT et &

el |
The study is, in fact, the largest survey of ancient human genomes to date.
qIEdd H, Ig 37T 379 deh T U eT AT SHATAT T Ja8 98T TI&T0T

Carbon dating
FTee 3feaT

Scientists figure out how ancient a skeleton is by measuring the relative amount of carbon-
14, also known as radioactive carbon, in its bones and teeth.

Fanferen fonalt ahohTer ST AT T freRoT 3Thr gafeat 3R afal & suftya Fee-14, 59
Ifarerf srreer 3 gt STaT &, T GTUET HATET Y ATTRT HId ¢

Carbon-14 is a carbon isotope generated when cosmic rays collide with nitrogen atoms in the
earth’s upper atmosphere.

FTaA-14 Teh HISel AL &, ST Tl SceeT GIcll ¢ SId SeHASIg ol g2al o Fur argHse
A FATSEISTeT TRATIL3 A ThIreh &

Its chemical properties are identical to that of the non-radioactive isotopes carbon-12 and
carbon-13.

g8 T fash o7 AT Freaiaa FEe-12 3R FEG-13 & A g1 21
When an individual is alive, the fraction of carbon-14 in the body is the same as that in the
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, and in the plants and animals consumed as food.

ST IS NI BT &, T 38 TR 3 FIeA-14 FT I]IT TET BT § i ArgoAs e H 3T
FIeT SBHTFATSS TAT HISTA P T H SYHIT fhT STt drer el 3R AT 7 gar &
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This level begins to drop after death.
Y & 916 I T UTo Tl 51

Radioactive decay turns carbon-14 back into nitrogen and there is no way to replenish its
level.

ST &7 Hrelal-14 T YoT: ATSEIT H TRafclcd % ST & IR 3T TR Al GoT: 8- I 1S
YRl STET gIeT|

Carbon-14 decays with a half-life of 5,730 years.

FTA-14 T 37E-37 el 5,730 Y g1 &

That is, the fraction of radioactive carbon relative to non-radioactive carbon halves every
5,730 years.

37T, ARSI hreieT S Jolett & IWSAErAT HIeTeT b1 3Tt Tedeh 5,730 TSl ¥ AT gY el
gl

So after 50,000 years, the fraction of radioactive carbon 14 remaining in the bones and teeth
is only two-thousandth that at the time of death.

38 YR 50,000 ANt & aTg g3f3at 3R aldl 7 Av AT+t hreiet-14 T AT Feg & FoAg HY
HTAT T Shadl al-goTRal AT 3§ AT ¢

An instrument called a mass spectrometer is used to measure the relative amounts of each
carbon isotope, then estimate the age of its source.

AT FAFIHIET ATHS 3THIUT ST 3TN TcAch Flelel GHET e I ATIET ATIT T AT dUT
35 il T 31T T ITeTHT ST o [T R Sirem &

Blood types, gluten, colours

The human body has two copies of a gene called ABO.

ATTd R & ABO =AT# SheT Fr g ufarai gieh &1

Each copy comes in three variants, called A, B, and O.

T 9fd & T TR gd &, foieg A, B, 31X O &g Srar g

Which combination of variants we have determines our blood type.

o1 YR T hioT-AT HATSTol §HAR U &, Tg! §AR Tl Tg ol AR el &1

These blood types appeared very early in evolution and we share them with other great apes.
2 Yot TAE Taehr BT ok 7 SET IRIFSS TAA A 3cde+1 U A 3R §H S 313 AT it
% T TS HIA ¢

The researchers found that over the last 6,000 years, the B variant has been occurring more
commonly among the West Eurasians, with a concomitant decrease in the A variant.

QT3 =1 AT o el 6,000 oSt # afRest TAAATE ot & B YR 3T AT giaT ardm
g, STafeh A1 81 A UohR & FaY S 8|

The A and B variants are associated with opposite e+ ects with respect to many traits.

A 3T B YR 37e1eh 70T 35 Figat 3 Faradir ol & o2 gu

Therefore, it may be that a population benes ts by maintaining an optimal balance to respond
to changing pathogenic exposures.

37cT: TFHTT § Toh Seeicl A9ToTeTeh Hehi Sh HIHAT el & fAIT IS STAHEAT Teh He] felcl ITeIdTel
T T § arenfead gy &l
Similarly, a variant of the HLA-DQB1 gene makes people susceptible to coeliac disease.

=4 YR, HLA-DQB1 SiieT &7 Ueh bR 13Tt Sl Wifrwes a1 & Uiy Taga1eier a1 g

In individuals with two copies of this variant, the gluten in wheat, barley, and rye triggers the
immune system to attack the small intestine, leading to diarrhoea, vomiting, and abdominal
pain.

TSt cafFaal & 58 YR 1 &l 9faar el 8, 3o 3, St iR g & 3UReUT Tefeet TiaRet aF
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BIET 3T T 3THAUT et o Tl IR T &, T &d, 3ol 3R Ue && Sl FAEAN Scesl
g &1

In the past 4,000 years, the frequency of occurrence of the disease-causing variant has
increased from 0% to 20%.

el 4,000 ANt 7 58 AT 3cUoed A ATel TR T ITGTT 0% & TGehT 20% &1 715 &

Since agriculture also began 10,000 years ago, the researchers have clarie ed that the
increase was “not a phenomenon only or largely of the rise of agriculture” even as they admit
what could have driven the increase remains unknown.

<Ifeh S T YR Y TS 10,000 TY Tgrel g5 2, ST Merehetiait o Fse foham ok 7w
e “hael T HEIT: FY & 37 AT g1 el A", JeITT I Tg TRR 1 & I 38 gefr
arECTdeh HROT 3137 8 3777l &

Also around 8,000 years ago, humans began to select for gene variants in several genes that
produce lighter skin tones and pigmented hair.

ST 8,000 TV TE e HSAT 1 3oT SHIeT FehRT T TGl Al TREH [T ST goeh oo T 3R
NEGEICERGGETGEY

The researchers have suggested this was an adaptation in response to having to synthesise
more vitamin D in regions with low sunlight, especially among farmers whose diets supplied
little of it.

Qrerehciait o era TEm o Ig sher Fhvhrer arel &1 A 3o ferfder D Teaf¥d et
3MTaRIhAT o UTct Teh Jfefehetet AT, fARATHT 3oT FohaTaAT A foieTeh IMER & HhT AT e 27|

Ancient genes, modern traits

wreiter Sfie, 3y i Rervand

Possessing two copies of the 32 variant of the CCR5 gene makes an individual completely
resistant to HIV-1 infection.

CCRS SfieT & 32 9o B &Y FTeHT fohaell cafehel Al HIV-1 Fshaaor o Y quiey: ITaRIely gar &t
gl

The frequency of this variant among Western Eurasians increased from 2% to about 8%
between 6,000 and 2,000 years ago.

afterslt TS STt H 57 TR AT 3TgRT 6,000 F 2,000 T GG & e 2% H TG ST 8%
]

This predated the origin of HIV, however, which happened only in the early 20th century.
greiifeh J€ TRGceT HIV BT ST & Tgrel G317 2T, 1R HIV T 337T Shael 204 AcTsdl 3 TRE
# g3l

Put another way, other unknown ancient pathogens must have driven this increase, as
scientists have previously hypothesised.

G QTN H, HT ITAT TTehT AeTTeThi of S8 Forer T SR FoRam grem, Srar for damferer agor oft
37T AT ol b 8 |
Perhaps the most interesting signals of ancient selection were found in the gene

combinations today associated with ‘modern’ traits such as performance on intelligence tests,
household income, years of schooling, and healthy lifestyle (e.g. faster walking pace).

A : ITele] T o T Jeleh Teohl 3o Sfied TSIl H GTT ITT ST 37T ‘3 f¥er’ fAATATT &
oS 8, S e e aQaTuit #F geeie, arkarRen 39, R & av, 3R Taey shaeiel (Seeond
AT Tl T Tf) |

Smoking was unknown to Eurasia until Christopher Columbus introduced tobacco from the
Americas less than 600 years ago.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 5



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

TXRNAT 7 YHUTA AT AT, ST oIeh Toh FRESHT Flelaq SITe7T 600 IV Tgel IARDT § AFaTh
g1 o |

The study found that the gene variants associated today with smoking were selected against
even in those ancient times.

3TETIeT A YT I1AT TR 37TST YHITA 53 SileT TR oh [aeeer =rgeTt 3o Greliet el & ot &1 T
a1l

However, it is not clear what traits governed the selection in that time.

gTcllTeh g TUST 76T & 1o 3T THT Hiel-TT TIATAT 57 TIA I fAIT3T FT @ A |

As the researchers wrote: “it will be of interest to apply similar approaches to ancient DNA
time series over longer times and to other world regions.

ST o a3t o forgm: “oidt Trara it a2 faed & 31w &131 & UTdie SIuaT IH73-
AGA3T 9T FATET TATEGT b 1] LT ST gl

This would allow more generalizable insights by identifying which patterns of selection are
shared and which are distinctive to Holocene West Eurasia.”

SO Ig UgdTelsl H TEIdT el o la-& aae ufawa @ § 3R Si9-3 grelidis el
afer XRAT & forw faferse §, forad 3t areredierd 3iagieear vred it
South Asians have genetic contributions from ancestors from Iranian Neolithic Farmers

and western steppe herders; from indigenous Eastern Eurasian ancestors, including ancient
ancestral South Indians; and East and Southeast Asian and Australasian ancestors.

gfgror TS STt 2 §RIet Ao FHaht IR qiREHA T qryuTerh; Taeel gdt RS
o, Forera Teer afaroT TR QT et & e gt iR aferor-qdf oftrns ve sieaRerg
qasit T JHedR1eh T g |

A comparable ancient DNA study of our ancestors is likely to be just as fascinating.

FAR aoll R e $H TR T ITeiiet SITAT 3eaet $if 3T &1 3Tehdeh glet & AT
A&

But we need to ¢ rst start assembling our own legacy: the remains of our ancestors from
thousands of years ago.

Tohe] S8eh ToIT & Ugel 37U Tad sh faRTaT Hehfold et B9 GTRT I YXTet 379 sl oh
37av|
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Zwan-Wolf effect: stream diverter

Vasudevan Mukunth

he solar wind is a stream of
T charged particles flowing

outwards from the sun. As the
solar wind nears the magnetic field of a
planet, it becomes compressed near the
magnetic boundaries. This creates a
difference in pressure, or pressure
gradient, that squeezes the charged
particles along the magnetic field, away
from the stream. As a result, closer to
the stream is an area with a lower
density of charged particles. This is
called the Zwan-Wolf effect.

In a new study published in Nature
Communications, researchers from
France, the U.K., and the U.S. used the
NASA MAVEN spacecraft to find evidence
of the Zwan-Wolf effect at Mars. The
finding is important because Mars does
not have a strong, global magnetic field
like the earth. The researchers did say in
their paper that the Zwan-Wolf effect is
likely continuously active at Mars but
that it might be too weak most of the
time to be detectable by other scientific
instruments.

MAVEN had recorded the data
containing the effect in December 2023,
when a powerful solar storm called a
coronal mass ejection struck Mars. The
event created intense magnetic
structures in Mars’s magnetic field that
moved downwards into the planet’s
ionosphere. These structures squeezed
the charged particles in the ionosphere
towards the planet’s unlit side, reducing

VT &1 §7dT & 5181 3ATAT FHUI T TeTcd T BT &

[0}
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A NASA illustration depicting the MAVEN
spacecraft orbiting Mars. Ap

the local density of the particles by
around 50%.

According to the researchers, the
findings indicate that even
“unmagnetised” planets like Mars can
experience complex magnetic
phenomena like the Zwan-Wolf effect.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

e This is called the Zwan-Wolf effect.
SU FAT-Joth T gl ST ¢ |

e In anew study published in Nature Communications, researchers from France, the U.K.,
and the U.S. used the NASA MAVEN spacecraft to find evidence of the Zwan-Wolf effect at

Mars.

20M. Zwan-Wolf eet: stream
diverter

FATA-oh YHTa: 4T IRads

e The solar wind is a stream of
charged patrticles flowing outwards
from the sun.

R gaer g & a1 ¥ 3R yarfed gl
aTer AT HoT ¥ T GRT |

e As the solar wind nears the
magnetic field of a planet, it becomes
compressed near the magnetic
boundaries.

ST HR gaeT fohdlt 718 & daehid &1 o
ﬁwq‘g‘ﬁa?ﬁ%,a’ragao'aﬁumaﬁa?
I AT & ST ¢

e This creates a difference in
pressure, or pressure gradient, that
squeezes the charged particles along
the magnetic field, away from the
stream.

SHY GIF H 3, 37247 g JqoraT,
3o gIc &, i AT fAT ot
ehIY &1 & HIY-ATY TRT A &I
3R FRST AT

e As aresult, closer to the
stream is an area with a lower density
of charged particles.

3H% IRUTHTIRYT 4RT & e Teh

AR FF AR F THITAc Teh A0 3eaTT 7 B, e, 3R 3R & eherenciai & smar &

MAVEN 3rcfeT JTeT 1 STITT iteh HITeT ¢ TR FaTA-oh T o JA0T Wit |
e The finding is important because Mars does not have a strong, global magnetic field like the

earth.

Ig TieT AgcaqUT ¢ Flich HIS A o I1E Gt SIaT AfFaimell afRaeh gaehray &77 =7¢1 ¢
e The researchers did say in their paper that the Zwan-Wolf effect is likely continuously active
at Mars but that it might be too weak most of the time to be detectable by other scientific

instruments.

QATETRATIHT & 37T M-I H gl Toh FaATA-Fot THTT HHI: HITel TE TN [T Al @&,
foherc] JTTRIRIRT HHT TG FeTeT e &1 el & foh 3 JATToAh STRRUT SaRT FHRT Tl o

STITAT ST T |

¢ MAVEN had recorded the data containing the effect in December 2023, when a powerful
solar storm called a coronal mass ejection struck Mars.
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MAVEN =7 38 W87 ¥ T 3ers fedsR 2023 & gof [T &, 519 FRIT AN SHAFRIT ATHEG
Teh QATFIRTell B Tl o FHIS A T T |

e The event created intense magnetic structures in Mars’s magnetic field that moved
downwards into the planet’s ionosphere.

S T o HITel IE oh Yeeh1d &1 F cliel Yeehl AIATE 3ot 21, SiT IT6 o ITTAHS hl R

A fr e & 61|

e These structures squeezed the charged particles in the ionosphere towards the planet’s unlit
side, reducing the local density of the particles by around 50%.

ST TIAATIT o ITAAS H IUTEYT AT HUT T IE F FURRAT HET I AR AT
e, T Uil T TUTAT Geled T 50% oeh A gl 3T

e According to the researchers, the findings indicate that even “unmagnetised” planets like
Mars can experience complex magnetic phenomena like the Zwan-Wolf effect.

AT & ITAR, A fshy Hehel S § 1o HITe g S “Irahrr’ 75 3 FaT-gotb yamma
ST ST e Yerehr TEHTHT T 37T81d Y Fehel & |

atch, but do not wait
Extra caution should guide international
responses to the Ebola outbreak

ith unusual alacrity, WHO declared a
W Public Health Emergency of Interna-

tional Concern over the Ebola out-
break in central Africa, not even waiting for the
advice of an emergency committee of expert pa-
nellists, as is convention. WHO has nevertheless
been feted for swift action by global health ex-
perts, given that there are several unknowns aris-
ing from the current strain responsible for the
outbreak — the uncommon Bundibugyo strain.
This strain has caused fewer outbreaks in the past
and the efficacy of usually effective countermea-
sures such as vaccines (highly effective against
the common Zaire strain) and other therapies,
are currently untested with Bundibugyo. The
new Ebola outbreak was notified in the eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Ugan-
da. It is said to be smaller and confined to a limit-
ed cross-border region between the two nations,
but there are still concerns that because of the
ongoing conflict and displacement in the region,
cases might go undetected, leading to a spread,
and impairing access to care. According to WHO,
as on May 16, 2026, eight laboratory-confirmed
cases, 246 suspected cases, and 80 suspected
deaths have been reported in the DRC’s Ituri pro-
vince. Two lab-confirmed cases (including one
death) with no apparent link to each other have
been reported in Kampala, Uganda. WHO has
listed a clutch of factors — high positivity rate of
the initial samples (eight positives among 13 sam-
ples); the confirmation of cases in Kampala; in-
creasing trends in syndromic reporting of sus-
pected cases; and clusters of deaths across Ituri
province — that point towards a potentially much
larger outbreak than what is being detected.

At any rate, WHO has rightly taken a risk-
averse pathway, when dealing with a condition
that has a 50% fatality rate. While it says that mor-
tality rates can range between 25% and 50% de-
pending on the viral strain, access to medical
care, and speed of treatment, there are un-
knowns this time arising out of the Bundibugyo
strain. Ebola is contagious, can spread from per-
son to person, with exposure to body fluids and
contaminated surfaces, and can be vicious; the
horrific 2014-16 outbreak which swept across Gui-
nea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, resulted in over
28,600 reported cases and 11,325 deaths. By issu-
ing the highest level of global alert early on, WHO
has solicited the co-operation of the world in han-
dling the crises. Outbreak control activities at this
stage must unfailingly include effective patient
and contact tracing, intensive support for every
patient, safe and dignified burials, vaccinations,
if they work, and social mobilisation to spread in-
formation about the disease among the public.

mal

20M. Watch, but do not wait
T W&, AfheT TellaTr o Y

e Extra caution should guide international responses to the
Ebola outbreak.

FaYAT YhIT o Tl IaRIser gfafshansit &1 aAnfeels sfalea gt

& g1 T ST A1 v

e  With unusual alacrity, WHO declared a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern over the Ebola outbreak in
central Africa, not even waiting for the advice of an emergency
committee of expert panellists, as is convention.

ITETHIE AT o A1, SeeqUAAT o1 HE 3ThiehT & ol Falall JhiT
T O ARSI AT Y i Taeey IMafeafa afRa & &),
3R R & TR TR Yerel BT 3Tl FIATT T Horg hr e s
Bk

e WHO has nevertheless been feted for swift action by global
health experts, given that there are several unknowns arising from the

current strain responsible for the outbreak — the uncommon
Bundibugyo strain.

e oft, 3fRaer Fareey faRIv=T & seequast H1 caRd Hars 1 wrgar
18, FifH ITH T & e Fore 3 dRgea v &
T 311 JfAfRaaan #eg £

e This strain has caused fewer outbreaks in the past and the
e cacy of usually e ective countermeasures such as vaccines

(highly e« ective against the common Zaire strain) and other
therapies, are currently untested with Bundibugyo.

3 T o 31T H F ThIT 3cleoT [0 & 3R IHEead: grET A1 Sier
Tl IfeRTHTcAS 39T, SR €k (ST AT 9 T o [a%ey AT
THTET §) TUT 3T STAR, TIATT H Bt et o¥ aliei ot w161 8|

e The new Ebola outbreak was notie ed in the eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda.
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oTT SEAT FHIT T FIol T FHia et TR (AT 31 garisr 7 &y 78|
It is said to be smaller and cone ned to a limited cross-border region between the two nations,

but there are still concerns that because of the ongoing cone ict and displacement in the
region, cases might go undetected, leading to a spread, and impairing access to care.

gl SIT T8T ¢ Toh I8 31q8TTehe BleT & 3R el ST & ey WAT AAT-IR 877 ofeh WA &, o]
318y ofr 21 TR oM g3 & 156 &1 3 ST Wery 31K Taeeuoet & HROT 8 A IeTed § Tl 8,

THY ThAT ﬁm«mdlﬁ'amﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁl

According to WHO, as on May 16, 2026, eight laboratory-cons rmed cases, 246 suspected
cases, and 80 suspected deaths have been reported in the DRC’s lturi province.

SeeqUA3N & 3TAR, 16 S 2026 cToh SNIRH & $T WieT H 3116 THITATCHT-ISC HH A, 246
Tfeaer AT 3R 80 Afeaer Al gof I IS B

Two lab-cone rmed cases (including one death) with no apparent link to each other have been
reported in Kampala, Uganda.

JATST hT TSTETAT FHYTAT H &1 TAFTRATA-5C HHS (T8 Teh g A 8) gof fhw 1w 8,
TSTeRT 3O i TISE FEE 8T I 1T

WHO has listed a clutch of factors — high positivity rate of the initial samples (eight positives
among 13 samples); the cone rmation of cases in Kampala; increasing trends in syndromic

reporting of suspected cases; and clusters of deaths across Ituri province — that point
towards a potentially much larger outbreak than what is being detected.

SSeYUA3N A S HRhI T Seold TohdT § — TR Az & 3o GSTieidel &I (13 7ot A
37TS YifSIfed), HuTelt H A T YiSe, Higaer Al Hr RgiAs RAféer & sec ygf, qar
30 Wi  Fcg Tgl hr 3URRATT — S 38 3R Tehel X 8 T arecTiden Fehid Tt AT H ggeed
o ST 3¢ ATl & el 31T8reh o137 81 FehelT B |

At any rate, WHO has rightly taken a riskaverse pathway, when dealing with a condition that
has a 50% fatality rate.

ol ot e &, seequaat & 3RId &9 & SHEH-FA0E giSehior 3v=mar g, F3ifs a8 weh o
SART & TSIEehT 7cg &X 50% o &
While it says that mortality rates can range between 25% and 50% depending on the viral

strain, access to medical care, and speed of treatment, there are unknowns this time arising
out of the Bundibugyo strain.

T T T gl § Toh Fcg & AR Tef, FAfehear o de wge 3R 3TaR & arfd &
3T 9T 25% & 50% o ST &1 Tehll &, Wsﬂmaﬁwmﬂmﬁaﬁaﬁﬁm
o ¢

Ebola is contagious, can spread from person to person, with exposure to body ¢ uids and
contaminated surfaces, and can be vicious; the horrie ¢ 2014-16 outbreak which swept across

Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, resulted in over 28,600 reported cases and 11,325
deaths.

FaIAT Uch Tehl#eh 9T &, S AR gai 3R TohfAd Tdel & TUsh A Tiod o cAfed & ther
HehdT ¢ 31 37T G @Y FehdT &; a¥ 2014-16 T 77T T, forgey el amsaRar sk
o et 1 wenfad fham &, 3\ 28,600 & 31T AeTer 31X 11,325 #Hid gof fir a1 off|

By issuing the highest level of global alert early on, WHO has solicited the co-operation of the
world in handling the crises.

afgeh TR Y Falfed ddTasil TR TOT F STRY Y Secqua3it = 38 Hehe F fAuea g faea
HHETT T AT ITATIT fhar &
Outbreak control activities at this stage must unfailingly include e« ective patient and contact

tracing, intensive support for every patient, safe and dignie ed burials, vaccinations, if they
work, and social mobilisation to spread information about the disease among the public.

$8 TROT & Yol forzro7 arfafaferat & gsirdt A9l va Hueh 3R, Fedeh 9T T 16T HereT,
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WHO worried about ‘scale and speed’
of deadly Ebola outbreak as 131 killed

ence France-Presse
KINSHASA

The World Health Organi-
zation on Tuesday voiced
concern about the “scale
and speed” of an Ebola
outbreak that has killed an
estimated 131 people in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo and warned it could
be lengthy.

The UN health agency
has declared the surge of
the highly contagious hae-
morrhagic fever an inter-
national health emergency
and called an urgent meet-
ing on the crisis.

No vaccine or thera-
peutic treatment exists for
the Bundibugyo strain of
Ebola which is responsible
for the outbreak declared
in the east late last week.

A woman washes her hands at the Grande Barrier border, following
confirmation of an Ebola outbreak in Goma, on Monday. REUTERS

Ebola has killed more
than 15,000 people in Afri-
ca in the past half-century.

With the recent cases
largely concentrated in dif-
ficult-to-access areas hit by
long-running conflicts, few
samples have been labora-
tory-tested and figures are

based mostly on suspected
cases.

“We have recorded
roughly 131 deaths in total
and we have around 513
suspected cases,” Congo-
lese Health Minister Sa-
muel Roger Kamba said.

“The deaths we are re-

porting are all the deaths
we have identified in the
community, without ne-
cessarily saying that they
are all linked to Ebola.”

WHO chief Tedros Ad-
hanom Ghebreyesus said
he was “deeply concerned
about the scale and speed
of the epidemic”.

Speaking from the DRC,
Anne Ancia, the WHO’s re-
presentative, told press-
persons in Geneva that a
vaccine candidate called
Ervebo was among those
being looked at but it was
likely to take at least “two
months for it to be
available”.

The DRC’s deadliest
Ebola outbreak, between
2018 and 2020, claimed
nearly 2,300 lives from
3,500 cases.

Tt STARRY hellel & [T TS ST9TEehdT RIS AT & § A g I

20M. WHO worried about ‘scale and speed’ of deadly Ebola outbreak as 131
killed

131 &t & AT F " grge 9T T I9 F A 30T af F dF wHO Rifada

The World Health Organization on Tuesday voiced concern about the “scale and speed” of
an Ebola outbreak that has killed an estimated 131 people in the Democratic Republic of
Congo and warned it could be lengthy.

T TATELT HIST A FHITAAR ! STl ThIT & “YATa 3R 1" oY e =i sgera 1, foras
FTIN AHATF TORTST H JTHATAT 131 AT T AT &1 gehr &, 3R AcAraeit & o Ig o T

T Il GahTT &

The UN health agency has declared the surge of the highly contagious haemorrhagic fever
an international health emergency and called an urgent meeting on the crisis.

YFA TSE TAELY TIHHY & 3cT ek HehlHeh IFTHTET JER o S TehlT ol RIS TIELT
3TITeTehTeT BT e & 3R Hehe TX T JATATe o Torts ¥

No vaccine or therapeutic treatment exists for the Bundibugyo strain of Ebola which is
responsible for the outbreak declared in the east late last week.

gallelT o FF3FTA T & TNT IS AarlieT AT TR 3T 761 8, S ool qeame qdf & &
0T g & fAT FFAeR B
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Ebola has killed more than 15,000 people in Africa in the past half-century.
ool el FEY 3 et & Salelm 15,000 & 31TRIeh ol & STeT of T |

With the recent cases largely concentrated in difficult-to-access areas hit by long-running
conflicts, few samples have been laboratory-tested and figures are based mostly on
suspected cases.

aﬁmmﬂmmﬁaﬁmﬁrmﬁwﬁa@ﬁaﬁﬁm?ma@mmﬁﬁ
WQWW@%%WWWH:WWWW%I

“We have recorded roughly 131 deaths in total and we have around 513 suspected cases,”

Congolese Health Minister Samuel Roger Kamba said.

FN & FAELT FAY ST AT FaT 7 Fgl, ‘T Tl AT 131 HleT Gof 1 § 3R FAR 91
TITHIT 513 TieaT AT 517

“The deaths we are reporting are all the deaths we have identified in the community, without
necessarily saying that they are all linked to Ebola.”

TSt Al 1 g1 R @ 8, 3 Toery & ggare a1$ Tt #ici €, Afehet g ST et foh 9
Tl glem @ SIS 8l

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said he was “deeply concerned about the scale
and speed of the epidemic”.

WHO YHE SR TN 980 o el 7o 3 “HeTdAR) & S 3R a1fey &bt St 15308 &

Rifaa g

Speaking from the DRC, Anne Ancia, the WHO's representative, told presspersons in
Geneva that a vaccine candidate called Ervebo was among those being looked at but it was
likely to take at least “two months for it to be available”.

?rammhﬂa’m?rgtrWHo Fr yfafa e ¥ vfegar o f5aar F 996RT & & & Ervebo ATHE
JFeT 3FicaR X faaR R ST T &, oifeheT 38 3UeleY 81 & S & FH ‘el AgIA” o4

T gl

The DRC’s deadliest Ebola outbreak, between 2018 and 2020, claimed nearly 2,300 lives
from 3,500 cases.

B3 7 2018 ¥ 2020 %mgmws@mmﬁsmomﬁwmzsooamﬁ

@rﬁa?iﬁl

Long-running inter-ethnic conflicts muddy DR Congo’s Ebola outbreak response

Agence France-Presse
KINSHASA

Attempts to get a grip on
the Ebola outbreak cur-
rently spreading in the
eastern Democratic Repu-
blic of Congo have been
complicated by the restive
region’s litany of long-run-
ning conflicts.

The  Rwanda-backed
M23 militia has set up a pa-
rallel administration in
swathes of the territory it
has seized from the Congo-
lese government in the
east, already the scene bet-
ween 2018 and 2020 of the
central African country’s
deadliest Ebola epidemic
to date.

The outbreak’s epi-
centre is in Ituri province
on the border with Uganda
and South Sudan in the
Congolese northeast,
where  the  violence
wrought by various armed
groups has led to intense

episodes  of internal
displacement.
Lendu-Hema conflict

Since 2017, the areas north
of Bunia, the provincial
capital, have been torn
apart by a violent conflict
between the Lendu, a
group mainly made up of
settled farmers, and the
Hema people, typically no-
madic herders. Massacres
leaving up to dozens of pe-

ople dead are regularly re-
ported.

The town of Mongbwa-
lu, the latest Ebola out-
break’s ground zero, is on
the turf of the self-pro-
claimed Cooperative for
the Development of Congo
(Codeco), a militia claim-
ing to defend Lendu inter-
ests.

“So far, we have not en-
countered any resistance
from the armed groups,” a
health official in Mongbwa-
lu said on Monday. “We are
looking for strategies to
reach the sick in insecure

The Convention for Pop-
ular Revolution (CRP), an
armed group often asso-

ciated with the itinerant
Hema, for its part declared
a unilateral ceasefire on
Thursday, before the Ebola
outbreak was reported.

The pitched battles pit-
ting the CRP against the
Congolese military and the
Codeco militia are marked
by numerous abuses and
killings of civilians.

IS-linked fighters

To the southwest of Bunia
stretches the vast Ituri for-
est, which serves as a safe
haven for fighters from the
Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF), who have pledged
allegiance to the Islamic
State group.

Formed by former

Ugandan rebels who fled
across the border, the ADF
is notorious for extreme
violence towards civilians.
It has committed mas-
sacres in both Ituri and
neighbouring North Kivu
province, killing at least 36
people in several attacks in
early May.

The road leading from
Bunia to Beni, a city in the
north of North Kivu, cuts
through an area that falls
prey to regular ADF raids.

Healthcare and humani-
tarian workers are not
spared by the armed
group, who kill indiscrimi-
nately. ADF fighters often
target roads along which
the military is slow to inter-

vene, despite the help of
the Ugandan army fighting
alongside Congolese sol-
diers in the province since
2021.

Front line

To the south, the DRC’s
eastern provinces of North
Kivu and South Kivu have
been cut in two by the
front lines pitting the Con-
golese army against the
M23 and its Rwandan al-
lies.

According  to
sources, clashes have con-
tinued on the ground since
the beginning of the epi-
demic, notably in South Ki-
vu — despite the DRC and
Rwanda signing a peace

local

deal brokered by the Unit-
ed States in December.

The airport in North Ki-
vu’s provincial capital Go-
ma, which once helped
funnel urgently needed aid
into the eastern DRC by air,
has been shut since the
M23 took the city in Janu-
ary 2025.

In April, the warring
parties signed a declara-
tion in Switzerland com-
mitting them to help the
deployment of humanitar-
ian aid.

Parallel government

A first Ebola infection has
been confirmed in Goma,
which lies near the Rwan-
dan border and remains in

the hands of the M23.

While the M23 has set
up to govern for the long
haul for the regions under
its control, it has never had
to manage the response to
a serious epidemic.

The M23-appointed go-
vernors of the North and
South Kivu provinces on
Sunday announced the de-
ployment of health, moni-
toring and awareness-rais-
ing teams among the
population, as well as the
tightening of health mea-
sures in medical facilities
and in high-density areas.

Since Sunday, “no new
cases have been reported”,
the M23's spokesman said
in a statement on Monday.

20M. Long-running inter-ethnic conflicts muddy DR Congo’s Ebola outbreak

response

a9 AT ¥ I W HaT-ATdIT Fust & DR Congo & Ebola 9 $f gfafsmar #r

Sfed s
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e Attempts to get a grip on the Ebola outbreak currently spreading in the eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo have been complicated by the restive region’s litany of long-running
conflicts.

gdf Democratic Republic of Congo # t%ef 3¢ Ebola outbreak TR fag=0oT Ut & a4 38
31T &1 H o TAT & Tl T§ TGN oh hROT SATeel gl T & |

e The Rwanda-backed M23 militia has set up a parallel administration in swathes of the
territory it has seized from the Congolese government in the east, already the scene between
2018 and 2020 of the central African country’s deadliest Ebola epidemic to date.

Rwanda-backed M23 militia & 4df &% # Congolese TR { FHelTU AT Sollehl H HATATAL
IRME T T foraT §, S 2018 § 2020 & ST FEY 3R 2T & 319 doh o gy gTde
Ebola epidemic 3T she; g T &

o The outbreak’s epicenter is in Ituri province on the border with Uganda and South Sudan in
the Congolese northeast, where the violence wrought by various armed groups has led to
intense episodes of internal displacement.

$H UehIT o1 Shg; Congolese 3a3-9d A lturi province # §, ST Uganda 3R South Sudan @1
AT o1 e §, STeT Tafdest Teres wofgh ganT therrs o1$ far o 99 Yoey R 3afe fearas
FI A fear gl

Lendu-Hema convict
Lendu-Hema &e¥

e Since 2017, the areas north of Bunia, the provincial capital, have been torn apart by a violent
conflict between the Lendu, a group mainly made up of settled farmers, and the Hema
people, typically nomadic herders.

2017 & JTeli ISTET Bunia & 30% & 417 &I ¥ & 59 §U b= & T8 Lendu 3R
3TTHAR IR EGH TYOTelohl & THETT Hema & e fgereh Ferdy & geiriae 3 ¢

e Massacres leaving up to dozens of people dead are regularly reported.
GoteAl SlIaTt T Al aTel AHERI T @aY A TAd T F ATHA 37T Wl o

e The town of Mongbwalu, the latest Ebola outbreak’s ground zero, is on the turf of the self-

proclaimed Cooperative for the Development of Congo (Codeco), a militia claiming to
defend Lendu interests.

STdITcI# Ebola ehlT T she; Mongbwalu 278X a8 Cooperative for the Development of
Congo (Codeco) & 937a 817 & FEUT &, 3 Lendu &t &Y 36T &7 1a1 et aTelt Teh fATATA=T

g &
e “So far, we have not encountered any resistance from the armed groups,” a health oe cial in
Mongbwalu said on Monday.

“Mongbwalu # 31ef Teh & fohall 8ff TRrE Fofg & FTCRIT T HIHAT g1 el U7 8, WHIR Y

Teh Fareed 3R o g
o “We are looking for strategies to reach the sick in insecure areas.”
G IRGRIEIT &3 7 AR STt e Tgeret B ToreAferar @ef @ E1°
e The Convention for Popular Revolution (CRP), an armed group often associated with the

itinerant Hema, for its part declared a unilateral ceasee re on Thursday, before the Ebola
outbreak was reported.

%ﬁqumaWﬁ@mﬁﬂﬂg Convention for Popular Revolution (CRP) & Ebola

FhTT BT FAAT 3T & gl BN T Tehcl T JEHTARTEH I BT |

e The pitched battles pitting the CRP against the Congolese military and the Codeco militia
are marked by numerous abuses and killings of civilians.

CRP, Congolese 84T 3{R Codeco militia & i< gist aTelr $IVUT STSTSAT ARTREPT W IR
3R g3t & AT @
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IS-linked fighters
IS ¥ 53 w5

To the southwest of Bunia stretches the vast Ituri forest, which serves as a safe haven for
fighters from the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), who have pledged allegiance to the
Islamic State group.

Bunia & gfayor-gf¥as 3 thell faemet Ituri forestm@gﬁ%%@g@?mwgm%ﬁ
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) & 53 & 3R fSi=gl=l Islamic State group & fcl feisar cerd
el

Formed by former Ugandan rebels who fled across the border, the ADF is notorious for
extreme violence towards civilians.

AT IR 19 9 Ugandan T @t garT arfeed ADF areTRent & @ srcafers fear & fore
HEA &

It has committed massacres in both Ituri and neighbouring North Kivu province, killing at
least 36 people in several attacks in early May.

g8t Ituri 3R TSI North Kivu province # wREER fohT &, TSieTel &S T 8311 H S gHal 7
A { HHA 36 SN T AT §S|

The road leading from Bunia to Beni, a city in the north of North Kivu, cuts through an area
that falls prey to regular ADF raids.

Bunia ¥ North Kivu 3 34 28T Beni ﬁmmm@mﬁﬂaﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁaADF
raids &7 ISR 8T T &1

Healthcare and humanitarian workers are not spared by the armed group, who kill
indiscriminately.

Ig T HHE TARLIH AT 3R AAT TG HiaTal I 6l 7TET Ul 3R 37emefer geane
AT

ADF fighters often target roads along which the military is slow to intervene, despite the help
of the Ugandan army fighting alongside Congolese soldiers in the province since 2021.

ADF WI8Teh 39FR 31 TShT ol fAATAT §1Tct § STaT Tell hT gfafshar ol &t §, otk 2021 &
Ugandan &= 8T Congolese Hfah & 1 57 Uid & @15 Wl &

Front line

AraT Er

To the south, the DRC'’s eastern provinces of North Kivu and South Kivu have been cut in
two by the front lines pitting the Congolese army against the M23 and its Rwandan allies.

&feIoT 3 DRC o gdt 9ict North Kivu 31R South Kivu Congolese &= 31k M23 dUT 38
Rwanda g1t & srer ae i 3ifdrer dferaat & fasnfaia gy ae g

According to local sources, clashes have continued on the ground since the beginning of the
epidemic, notably in South Kivu — despite the DRC and Rwanda signing a peace deal
brokered by the United States in December.

TATAT T & 3TAR FETARY AYE el o a1, F [T &9 F South Kivu A 5739 SR &, STafeh
DRC 3R Rwanda = fgHsX & United States & HEIEAAT & Qnifa Fosila 9T g&aer fFo 3|

The airport in North Kivu’s provincial capital Goma, which once helped funnel urgently
needed aid into the eastern DRC by air, has been shut since the M23 took the city in January
2025.

North Kivu &I 9iciia TTHTAT Goma T §aT$ 31381, S 3l 9t DRC # gaTs HTel & deehlel
HETICT TE T 3 FHeg Il AT, Sefadl 2025 H M23 IR UER R sl el o 91 A 9 ¢

In April, the warring parties signed a declaration in Switzerland committing them to help the
deployment of humanitarian aid.
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3734eT H e Tai ¥ Switzerland 3 Teh YU R §EATRR T S HIwTd e Hgrarar Ggar
H GgAeT T arer foar ara|

Parallel government
FATATR AHR

A rst Ebola infection has been confirmed in Goma, which lies near the Rwandan border and
remains in the hands of the M23.

Rwandan 3AT & 9y f&a 331 3731 Y M23 & fR90T atel Goma & Ebola HhHUT &7 Ygoll
Wgﬁdgﬂ%l

While the M23 has been set up to govern for the long haul for the regions under its control, it
has never had to manage the response to a serious epidemic.

greliteh M23 & 319eY T 0T aTel 4131 # ofd THI deh 2T Flel ol SAAEYT TATS &, olfehed 34
et fonelt aTefe FvgTomd & fovvreay ot 3ee7a 78T et B

The M23-appointed governors of the North and South Kivu provinces on Sunday
announced the deployment of health, monitoring and awareness-raising teams among the
population, as well as the tightening of health measures in medical facilities and in high-
density areas.

TfdarR &1 North and South Kivu provinces & M23-appointed governors o 31TeTéT & &I
e, fATRIEAT AR STTEeRT ST T ettt e fafhear giaemsit 3k ae 3rare) arer ait &
ALY 3UTT Y G& A T EvoT |

Since Sunday, “no new cases have been reported”, the M23’s spokesman said in a
statement on Monday.

HIFIR F ST §ITA 37 M23’s spokesman 57 Fgl foh IFAR T “IS 73T ATFT TFA Te! 3T
g
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Sixth tiger dies of suspected CDV in M.P.’s Kanha Reserve
;LT YA F FIegT Rord # Wigawr COV ¥ S aa fM Ala
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CDV in M.P’s Kanha Reserve

Another tiger has been found dead in Madhya
Pradesh’s Kanha Tiger Reserve (KTR), with the
authorities suspecting it to be the sixth death
within a month due to the canine distemper
virus (CDV), which spreads through dogs. The
six-year-old male tiger was found dead on
Tuesday in compartment number 156 of
Mohgaon beat under the Mukki range. KTR
Deputy Director P. K. Verma told The Hindu that
the initial findings of the post-mortem
examination show a serious lung infection in the
feline, prompting the suspicion of the presence
of CDV, as well as some superficial injury marks.

20M. Sixth tiger dies of suspected CDV in M.P.’s
Kanha Reserve

HAET YU F hiegl Rold A GEae CDV A TS a1 Y
Ata

e Another tiger has been found dead in Madhya
Pradesh’s Kanha Tiger Reserve (KTR), with the authorities
suspecting it to be the sixth death within a month due to the
canine distemper virus (CDV), which spreads through dogs.
AT YU F Flogl <R RaTd (KTR) # Teh 3R 1€ Fel 91w arar
&, 3 RN 1 T2E & 76 T8 U #ea & R Fasa BERw
qTATH (CDV) H g5 TS Al &, S oell b AEAH & HeAcT ¢

e The six-year-old male tiger was found dead on Tuesday
in compartment number 156 of Mohgaon beat under the Mukki
range.

TE NI X ST FITSAR i ANGING I & HUICHT X 156 7
HEFHY IS oh 37Tl Fel I 94T

e KTR Deputy Director P. K. Verma told The Hindu that
the initial findings of the post-mortem examination show a serious

lung infection in the feline, prompting the suspicion of the
presence of CDV, as well as some superficial injury marks.

KTR & 39 foiceren dt. &. g1 o & g ! 9 foh dieearcs

TR ST 3 &Te o thepst 7 3 Heh#HOT UIAT 17 &, T CDV &l HiS[GalT s 31meieht Sceat
BS &, 1Y & 38 AR W FS T el & AT oY fFer &
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20M | How death leaves behind unfinished plans and unanswered questions.
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How death leaves behind unfinished
plans and unanswered questions

In some books, neat endings and the ticking off of bucket lists are narrative devices meant to reassure us that death brings with it a reckoning. But

several recent novels are less inclined to offer such comfort, instead confronting readers with the uncertainty and disorder surrounding death

Nistula Hebbar

othing brings as much clarity to
the mind as proximity to death.
As people approach the end of

their lives, they write wills and
make final confessions and wishes —
attempts to clear away the emotional and
material detritus of a life. But unlike that
other inevitability in life; taxes, death
does not always arrive with a neat
balancing of accounts. More often, it is
messy: both in form or in the many ways
it approaches us, and in the things left
behind - untendered apologies,
undeclared love or forgiveness, unoffered
explanations.

In films and some books, however,
neat endings and the ticking off of bucket
lists are narrative devices meant to
reassure us that death brings with it a
reckoning, an opportunity to leave
behind a well-balanced account of one’s
life. Some recent reads, however, are far
less interested in offering that kind of
comfort.

Altering the course

In The Rest of Our Lives, Ben Markovits’s
2025 novel that was shortlisted for the
Booker Prize, the messiness of it all is laid
bare in all its uneasy glory. What begins as
a midlife crisis road trip gradually circles
back to a New York hospital, ending in a
deliberately nebulous fashion.

In language that is plain but packs a
punch, the book takes us through what
appears to be a midlife crisis of the
protagonist Tom. His wife, Amy, had an
affair in the past.

Tom promised himself then that he
would leave his wife once his last child,
Miri, goes off to college. “What we
obviously had,” says Tom in the book,
“even when things smoothed over, was a
C-minus marriage, which makes it pretty
hard to score much higher thana B
overall on the rest of your life.”

Tom takes off on a road trip, first to
drop his daughter off at college, and later
to visit his brother, his son, and an old
girlfriend — an almost self-meditative way
of assessing his life, trying to resolve some
things before embarking on his new
spouse-less life. The book ends abruptly
when Tom’s facial swelling turns out to be
a cancer diagnosis. It takes him to the
radiation department of a hospital, with
his wife in attendance, his plans of leaving
her clearly upended.

Much was written by reviewers about
the abruptness of the ending, but it
carried, in a way, a hint of vérité — of life
and death simply happening to you
unexpectedly, disrupting well-laid-out
plans.

The unsent letter

In a way, the book differs from The
Correspondent by Virginia Evans, also

Nothing brings as much clarity to the mind as proximity to death.

e 1 e i ARTRS TS TeleT HYe &, 3 g
3= Feafa Jgr sl

As people approach the end of their lives, they write wills and
make ¢ nal confessions and wishes — attempts to clear away

the emotional and material detritus of a life.

m@wmﬁﬁaa%ﬁ%ﬂw%ﬁwqgﬂﬁ%,aaém
forga € 3R 3ifad TeRIFaar 92r $To oged aXd & — I8
SiaeT & ATdATcHS 3R Hifae 3199 &T e &7 U 91 giam

gl

balancing of accounts.

fohe] Sitaet T g@ JTfAaridr 3T 3t & faudid, Hog Tea Siiaet & ddferd fRare-fohdre &

T STET 3T

published in 2025. An epistolary novel, it
is a life told through the letters of Sybil
Van Antwerp, a woman in her 70s.
Through lengthy and frequent
correspondence, she does not leave much
unsaid to her family and friends, unlike
Tom in The Rest of Our Lives.

Sybil was a lawyer who clerked for a
judge for much of her career, and even
manages to find some closure in an old
case she handled, marked by a
miscarriage of justice.

It is her one unsent letter, hidden in
the pages of Daphne du Maurier’s
Rebecca, found after her death by her
neighbour Theodor, that solves a mystery
running like a thread through the novel.
The letter is addressed to Sybil’s former
husband Daan, who has already died by
the time it is discovered.

It explains, or tries to, the reasons their
marriage imploded, the fractured
relationships she had with her other
children, and why, despite Daan’s
request, she could not bring herself to
meet him at the end of his life. There are
some secrets that do follow people into
the grave, even for those who appear as
open and reflective as Sybil in her
correspondence.

It is the people left behind who need
closure, as they continue to live with the
questions that each death leaves
unanswered. If Sybil’s story explores
closure through writing, Evie King’s book

shows what happens when closure
becomes an administrative task.

Quiet departures

In Ashes To Admin: The Caseload of a
Council Funeral Officer, the protagonist,
King herself, is a council case worker in
charge of pauper’s graves — or, as she
keeps saying throughout the book,
funerals for people who die alone,
whether poor or rich, who have outlived
or are estranged from all their kin.

In case after case she handles, King
speaks of her attempts to construct a life,
a kinship and friendship network that
preceded these lonely deaths. In some
instances, she finds family members still
living, or even a club of bike enthusiasts
who can swell the numbers at the funeral
parlour.

In each funeral she oversees, however,
the deaths affect her and she realises she
needs closure. “Befriend death, turn a
light on, extinguish those shadows and
live well; because that’s the bit that
matters,” she says, embracing life.

How we handle the one certain thing in
life — death — is never neat, yet it is
something we all share as a human
experience, even as we encounter it
separately.

The transformative power of literature
can illuminate that condition, but there is
no manual to take us across the finish
line.

20M. How death leaves behind unfinished plans and unanswered questions.

FI 7 39 N e A 3R gl wear a3 T 2
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But unlike that other inevitability in life; taxes, death does not always arrive with a neat

More often, it is messy: both in form or in the many ways it approaches us, and in the things

left behind — untendered apologies, undeclared love or forgiveness, unoe ered explanations.
31T¥IheR I8 T Bl § — <Tg 3Heh 3ATel T TG g1 AT 38k WSS P& Siled dTell dTed —
S I T AT IS STARITIAT, STerd o7 [T ITAT W AT &TAT, TAT H3 o7 T 7T TqsEIRoT|

In ¢ Ims and some books, however, neat endings and the ticking os of bucket lists are

narrative devices meant to reassure us that death brings with it a reckoning, an opportunity to
leave behind a well-balanced account of one’s life.
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HUTHS 3TRIOT 81 8, TSTeTehT 3eced g I8 Taeard e §dm & foh §og 3rdet Ty 3imcasye
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e Some recent reads, however, are far less interested in oe ering that kind of comfort.

fore o gTfor Tfefede Tl 58 TR HT AicasTqoT e &= 7 w3 W@l §

Altering the course

e yRafda F3ar

e |n The Rest of Our Lives, Ben Markovits’s 2025 novel that was shortlisted for the Booker
Prize, the messiness of it all is laid bare in all its uneasy glory.

& 3¥C 3T AT AgeH, ST a7 AHIACH T a§ 2025 T 3UATH § 3R TH [EBR T P& A
QTS G3T T, 3HH FH FAETA HCYTEAT Y I TISC 3N 3eT § A T o2 11 &

e What begins as a midlife crisis road trip gradually circles back to a New York hospital, ending
in a deliberately nebulous fashion.

S AT T ALY-3TY Fahe § AR TS AT & § H A7 g1 §, a5 UR-8R 712 & v
3T Teh olie T & 3R STeTgsTent 31ETse 3l T FHATC gicll 8|

¢ Inlanguage that is plain but packs a punch, the book takes us through what appears to be a
midlife crisis of the protagonist Tom.

T Toher] THTTRATEN ST 3 T JEcTeh G A1Teh SIH & HET-3HTY Hehe hT T { TR T
gl

e His wife, Amy, had an ae air in the past.
3THT UeaiT THY T 31AId H Ueh TGS T&T AT

e Tom promised himself then that he would leave his wife once his last child, Miri, goes o* to
college.

J9 1A o TaT § Ig T forar A7 foh ST €Y 35 Fad ST Tar A Fiorst el Seed, ag
3T Teod) T B ST

o “What we obviously had,” says Tom in the book, “even when things smoothed over, was a C-
minus marriage, which makes it pretty hard to score much higher than a B overall on the rest
of your life.”

T T T §, “S GHAR T TISC T F 2T, Ig Toh W-AISTH TR 1 [4aTg 2T, 37k &1 915
# gRTEufaaT g & 713 &1, 3R 558 Shasd & AW 797 7 off F 37MF 37 UTod LT HideT ar
EIcIEIk

e Tom takes o* on aroad trip, « rst to drop his daughter os at college, and later to visit his
brother, his son, and an old girlfriend — an almost self-meditative way of assessing his life,
trying to resolve some things before embarking on his new spouse-less life.

TIH Teh S IET W [AaheldT &, Tgel 37Ta1T SET hl hlolel DS & [ov 3R 91 7 379 718, 3797
T TAT 3= RIeAT IfHRT & AT & FIT — T 3Ah ShdeT 1 ITeATTRATOT FI T ST
twm%,mﬁ%mmmﬁmﬁwaﬁwdﬁqw FS Tl T
Yol T TR AT & |

o The book ends abruptly when Tom'’s facial swelling tums out to be a cancer diagnosis.
Qe 3TeTeh 38 THT FATC &1 STl & ST ST & UEX I Folol ShER & To¥elel & &9 & HoHa
AT

o It takes him to the radiation department of a hospital, with his wife in attendance, his plans of
leaving her clearly upended.

Tg Reufa 30 3reudrer & fafeRoT faermer as o ST §, STeT 33 Uce) 38 a1y 39ieyd gl &,
3R 30 DIt H 3TH TSV TS T & 3T ST B
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Much was written by reviewers about the abruptness of the ending, but it carried, in a way, a
hint of vérité — of life and death simply happening to you unexpectedly, disrupting well-laid-
out plans.

Wﬁwmwﬁ%ﬁﬁwgﬁmﬁqwﬁwwwax&hﬁaﬁm—
o Shaet 3R g IR &9 & "fed g § R glaare Qsr=3it &t arferd T e &

The unsent letter

AT T

In a way, the book die ers from The Correspondent by Virginia Evans, also published in
2025.

T TR & TG T Ioiferd $ard 1 a 2025 7 T Tecia § FREdlese § Fea |

An epistolary novel, it is a life told through the letters of Sybil Van Antwerp, a woman in her
70s.

Ig Ueh TAIcHS 39T &, Torasl TR a¥ & 3y 1 Afgen RAfae I vead & w3 & Areasw @

3Heh el T HAT FHeT IS 2

Through lengthy and frequent correspondence, she does not leave much unsaid to her family
and friends, unlike Tom in The Rest of Our Lives.

ﬁﬁﬁuﬁaw%mm@agmqﬁaﬂaﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁagawmﬁmm&w
& 3T 3T AR ABeH & <iA & [FeaT g

Sybil was a lawyer who clerked for a judge for much of her career, and even manages to  nd
some closure in an old case she handled, marked by a miscarriage of justice.

Fafser veh gehrer oY, Tordet 319t 31T URlaR Shiaet 7 Teh ~ITATedier & Hgraeh & §F 7 FRI
&, 3IR a8 Teh e ATFS H, S F2riden e d AT o1, $ ge s T i yred X
AT 8l

It is her one unsent letter, hidden in the pages of Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca, found after
her death by her neighbour Theodor, that solves a mystery running like a thread through the
novel.

3HHT T 39T I, ﬁ%ﬁgﬁﬁuwﬁwﬁma#qﬁﬁ%mgmm%mﬁﬂa:
e 38 TS RAER 1 e, 3uzarg & fole) ol 3¢ WET &l AT JEdd A 8|

The letter is addressed to Sybil's former husband Daan, who has already died by the time itis
discovered.

75 o FRfdrer & g ofey 17 o e o, forahr @et @t a 38 7y 8 g ot

It explains, or tries to, the reasons their marriage imploded, the fractured relationships she
had with her other children, and why, despite Daan’s request, she could not bring herself to
meet him at the end of his life.

g 3oTeh [aTE o gel o HRUN, 3Heh g el & A T4ITS Hetll TUT ST & eI & Freisie
38k SiiaeT o 3fad TAT F 30T o AT Ilet o HRUI I TISC FleT AT TISC Flel I TATH

ATel

There are some secrets that do follow people into the grave, even for those who appear as
open and ree ective as Sybil in her correspondence.

F0 EET 0 g1 § St ot & T st ek oY STTe! &, FgT ek 3 37 drelt o ey ofY S 3rey
TATaR # fafer 1 a¥ gor 3R seAfaeart el gt

It is the people left behind who need closure, as they continue to live with the questions that
each death leaves unanswered.

AREd H THTETE T JTaRTehcT 3a1 el i glcht & S e @ STt &, Fieh I Tedeh Hcg earT
OIS 9T TR TAT & HIY St Sl it Bl &

If Sybil’s story explores closure through writing, Evie King’s book shows what happens when
closure becomes an administrative task.
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e FRfrer 1 STl ol & ATCTH & FATUT hY TieT Ll &, ot Telt Far by Gecfeh I8 qefichh &
oh ST THATTST Teh YR 1 a1 ST &, d9 FIT giaT gl

Quiet departures

Aler fag=ar

In Ashes To Admin: The Caseload of a Council Funeral O¢ cer, the protagonist, King
herself, is a council case worker in charge of pauper’s graves — or, as she keeps saying
throughout the book, funerals for people who die alone, whether poor or rich, who have
outlived or are estranged from all their kin.

T ¢ Usfhe: g Fuels 3w o FERAT wgeer JHifhEw & e Ty e €, St v aieg
HHTRY & &9 F TTeiall T hsil T Faierel il § — 3rar S & ag I J&sh H gl 8, 3o
AT & 3H FEPR 7w ST 3ehel FY ST 8, =1e @ A g a1 Foey, AR [Segiar 3rder qefr
gRSTAT T 9Tes 18 e 81 a1 3999 7ok H Siiaed sadid [har &l

In case after case she handles, King speaks of her attempts to construct a life, a kinship and
friendship network that preceded these lonely deaths.

g AT H, S 98 Gererd §, ﬁmmmﬂ@qﬁﬁmm, qikare et
3R TRTAT o STl T GoTfel [HcT el & Il FATAT T FOTT FIA 8 |

In some instances, she ¢ nds family members still living, or even a club of bike enthusiasts
who can swell the numbers at the funeral parlour.

SO AHAT H, g Sfdd IRSTel &t @rsf St 8, 3rar Alezansieher 9T & fredr ogg =1, St
3w GERR # 3UTEAT oert hr Fear def FehaT &

In each funeral she oversees, however, the deaths a¢ ect her and she realises she needs
closure.

fehere] To1eT- Tt 31T TEhRT T g STRW A &, 3oT T H Fog T I81d 37 W ISl & AR
3¢ I 3T1e7d GBIl & foh 3¢ T ol TATTe Y JTaRTehel &

“Befriend death, tumn a light on, extinguish those shadows and live well; because that’s the bit
that matters,” she says, embracing life.

“Fcg W TATAT A, Fh1RT el 3of HERT Y FaATC Y AR 3o ShiaeT fora, F#4ifsh areda &
IEY FEeaqOT &, TE STdeT Pl TR HI §U A ¢ |

How we handle the one certain thing in life — death — is never neat, yet it is something we all
share as a human experience, even as we encounter it separately.

§H Sfaet T ThAT AR Teal — Fog — T THAT [T FhR 1 &, T8 Fel 87 Gegarewrd
+TET g, fohed g CAT AT 31e7erd § Tord 631 @il 1St il €, 370 €1 6 3HY 3HoTT-37eTaT
&9 H IR gl

The transformative power of literature can illuminate that condition, but there is no manual to
take us across the « nish line.

Ifgc T FATARRY ATl SH AT AT T FehiTAcT X Fehell 8, Foh] St bt 3ifcrer dam
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