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20M.  Former Union Highways Minister and Army veteran B.C. Khanduri 
passes away 

                         औ                  .  .                

 From soldier to parliamentarian, Union Minister and twice Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, he 

carried into public life the bearing of a military officer and built a reputation around restraint, 
integrity, and administrative rigour. 

 एक    नक        द, क   म भ    औय द  फ य         क  भ  मभ    फनन  तक,     न        नक    न भ  
   म   धक य         यभ  फन ए य   औय   मभ,  भ नद य  तथ       नक क  यत  क      फन    
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 He entered parliamentary politics from the Garhwal constituency and went on to become one 
of the BJP’s most recognisable faces in Uttarakhand. 

     न        र क ब            द म य  न  त भ        कम  औय     चरकय   य     भ        क  
 फ   ऩ च नन  म  म च  य  भ     एक फन   

 His national imprint was perhaps strongest during his tenure as Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways in the government led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

  नक  य    म ऩ च न   मद  फ     धक तफ फन   फ    अ                  क  न त      र   यक य भ  
           औ               य    

 He was closely associated with India‘s major highway expansion efforts, including the Golden 
Quadrilateral project, and was credited with helping advance a transformative phase in the 

country‘s infrastructure development. 

    ब यत क   भ   य  भ       त य ऩ यम  न   ,    भ                            ब     भर   ,    
 नक त          य   औय द   क      यचन    क   क  ऩ य त नक य  चयण क      फ  न  क    म       दम  
 म   

 

20M.  SC notice on petition that U.P. crushed labour stir 

           SC             U.P.                         

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday decided to examine a petition alleging that the 
State of Uttar Pradesh weaponised its police machinery to infiltrate and crush a 
legitimate labour agitation in Noida to shield corporates indulging in ―rampant wage 

theft‖. 

            न  भ  र  य क  एक म  चक  ऩय   न    कयन  क   नण म  रम ,    भ   य ऩ र  म   म  
 क           यक य न  ― म ऩक   तन च य ‖ भ   र त क ऩ य   क ऩ नम  क  फच न  क   रए       भ    ध 

  भक   द रन भ     ऩ   कय     क चरन    त  ऩ  र  त   क    त भ र  कम   
 A Bench headed by Justice B.V. Nagarathna issued notice to the Uttar Pradesh 

government, the State police, and the Union government for their response on a petition 
filed by Shakambhari, whose 60-year-old activist husband, Satyam Verma, was 
arraigned in three different first information reports, and slapped with the National 
Security Act to frustrate his chances for bail. 

  म मभ  त     .  .         क    म त    र  ऩ   न             य  द मय म  चक  ऩय   य  द   

 यक य, य  म ऩ  र  औय क    यक य क  न       य   कम   म  चक  भ  क    म   क  नक  60    म 

  भ   क क म कत   ऩ त           क  त न  र - र    थ भक  भ   य ऩ  फन म   म  औय  नक  
 भ नत क    ब  न  क   भ  त कयन  क   रए  न ऩय              अ       र  म   म   

 ―The State has weaponised its police machinery to arbitrarily crush a legitimate 
labour agitation in Noida, Uttar Pradesh, shielding corporate entities from liability for 

rampant wage theft, and maliciously criminalising the working class and civil society 
members through dragnet criminal proceedings,‖ advocates Shahrukh Alam and Paras 
Nath Singh submitted. 

   ध  त            औय              न    त त  कम , ―य  म न       ,          भ  एक   ध 

  भक   द रन क  भनभ न         क चरन  क   रए  ऩन  ऩ  र  भ  नय  क    थम य क  तय    त भ र 

 कम    ,  म ऩक   तन च य  क   रए क ऩ य      थ    क     भ द य     फच म    , औय  म ऩक  ऩय  धक 

क म     म  क  भ  मभ    भ द य     तथ  न   यक  भ   क   द म  क  द ब   न ऩ ण  तय क      ऩय ध  
फन म     ‖ 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
 

 

20M. QUIZ 

Mangalyaan on ₹2,000 Banknote 
 Developed by Indian Space Research Organisation, 

Mangalyaan was launched on 5 November 2013 and successfully 
entered Mars orbit on 24 September 2014. 

  India became the first Asian nation to reach Mars orbit and 
the first country globally to succeed in its maiden attempt.  

National Emblem on Indian Banknotes 

 The Lion Capital of Ashoka is printed on all Indian 
banknotes as the official national emblem of India. 

  It was adopted on 26 January 1950 from the Ashokan pillar 
at Sarnath, built by Emperor Ashoka during the Mauryan period.  

 The emblem contains four Asiatic lions standing back-to-
back, symbolising power, courage, confidence, and pride. 

  The motto ―Satyameva Jayate‖ appears below it. It 
represents India‘s sovereignty, constitutional authority, and cultural 

heritage in official documents and currency. 

Mahatma Gandhi on Indian Banknotes 

 Mahatma Gandhi first appeared on Indian banknotes in 1969 during the celebration of his 
100th birth anniversary. 

 Later, the Mahatma Gandhi Series became the standard design for Indian currency in 1996. 

₹10,000 Currency Note 

 The ₹10,000 Indian Banknote was first introduced during the British Raj in 1938 by the 
Reserve Bank of India for large commercial transactions. It was mainly used by businessmen, 
financial institutions, and traders.  

 The note was demonetised in 1946, reintroduced in 1954, and permanently withdrawn in 
1978 by the Morarji Desai government to curb black money and illegal transactions.  

 Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan later discussed reintroduction, but the proposal was 

not implemented. 

Konark Sun Temple on Currency 

 The ₹10 Indian Banknote features the famous Konark Sun 
Temple on its reverse side.  

 The temple, located in Odisha, was built during the 13th 
century by King Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga dynasty. 

 Recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, it is designed 
in the form of a colossal chariot dedicated to the Sun God. 

 

20M. India meets record peak power demand of 260.45 

GW 

         260.45 GW                                    

 Amid rising power demand with soaring temperatures across 
the country, India was able to meet a peak power demand of 260.45 
GW during solar hours at 3:40 p.m. on Tuesday, the Union Power 
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Ministry informed. 

 द  बय भ  फ त  त ऩभ न क  फ च फ त   फ र  भ    क  द य न,      न  भ  र  य क  द ऩ य 3:40 फ     य 
     क   भम 260.45 GW क    चतभ  फ र  भ    क  ऩ य   कम , म    नक य                      न  
द   

 This surpassed the previous peak of 257.37 GW scaled on Monday. 

   न    भ  य क  द    कए  ए 257.37 GW क   ऩ र    चतभ  तय क  ऩ य कय  रम   
 According to ministry data, thermal accounted for 61.5% of the power generated at the peak 

hour, solar 22%, wind 6.7%, hydro 5.3% and nuclear 2.7%. 

 भ   रम क    क   क   न   य,   चतभ भ    क   भम   ऩ न  फ र  भ       क  म  द न 61.5%,     
     क  22%,          क  6.7%,          क  5.3% औय             क  2.7% य    
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20M. Shias in J&K divided over moon sighting 

for Id-ul-Azha 

 ई -  -अ                              J&K         
               

 A section of Shias in Kashmir has decided to 
observe Id-ul-Azha, an Islamic festival in honour of the 
willingness of Prophet Abraham to sacrifice his son, on May 
28 instead of May 27, when Sunnis and another section of 
Shias will observe the festival in Jammu and Kashmir. 

       भ        भ द म क  एक     न   ऩन  ऩ   क  क फ  न  द न  क   रए 

              क  त ऩयत  क    भ न भ  भन ए   न    र    र भ  
 म   य ई -  -अ    क  27  ई क  फ  म 28  ई क  भन न  क   नण म 

 रम    ,  फ क       औय       भ द म क  एक   म         -
      भ  म   म   य 27 भ  क  भन ए    

 The moon sighting grouping, Ruet-e-Hilal 
Committee, of the All J&K Shia Association (AJKSA) said it 

carried out ―a careful observation and found that the crescent 
moon of Zul Hijjah was not sighted (on May 18) either by the 
AJKSA Ruet-e-Hilal Committee or by other moon sighting 
committees across India‖. 

 ऑ  J&K               (AJKSA) क  च  द द  न    र    भ त    - -            न  क    क 

  न  ―   ध न ऩ   क  नय  ण  कम  औय ऩ म   क           क  च  द (18  ई क ) न त  AJKSA    - -

               य  औय न    ऩ य       क    म च  द द  न    र    भ तम     य  द     म  ‖ 
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20M.  2 years after crowdfunding campaign, Kerala native set to 
be freed 

            अ         2        ,                 ई              

 A turning point in the case took place when the Malayali diaspora managed 
to raise ₹35 crore, the blood money the victim‘s family had demanded, in May 
2024. 

 भ भर  भ  एक भ   ऩ ण  भ   तफ  म   फ भरम र         भ द म न   ई 2024 भ  ऩ   त 

ऩ य  य    य  भ         र  भन  क   ऩ भ  ₹35            रए  
 However, the Riyadh Criminal Court in May 2025 sentenced him to 20 

years of rigorous imprisonment under the Public Rights Act. 

   र   क,                       न   ई 2025 भ                       क  त त 20     
क  क  य क य     क        न    
 

20M. Nalanda 

University a 
civilisational symbol, 
says P.K. Mishra 

                       

               ,   .  . 
            

 The 21st century 
should be a period of 
―intellectual 
decolonisation‖ that will 

help in the recovery of 
civilisational self-confidence, 
said P.K. Mishra, Principal 
Secretary to the Prime 
Minister, at the third 
convocation of Nalanda 
University held in Bihar‘s 
Rajgir on Tuesday. 

  ध नभ    क   ध न   च    .  . 
     न  भ  र  य क   फ  य क  
       भ   म   त        
            क  त  य  द    त 

 भ य   भ  क    क 21     द  ―       

       -     ‖ क  क र   न  
च   ए,      मत  त   भ       क  

ऩ न     त भ     मक       

 He highlighted the traditions of Ayurveda, Buddhist knowledge systems and ancient texts 
such as the Arthashastra and said the 21st century would be a ―period of intellectual 

decolonisation‖. 

     न        ,                   औय अ              च न   थ  क  ऩय ऩय    क  य     कत  कम  औय 
क    क 21     द  ―फ   धक  ऩ न   -भ   त क  क र‖       
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Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang):  

 The most celebrated Chinese Buddhist monk to visit Nalanda. He arrived in 
India in (630  CE) and spent around 15 years at the university, studying 

Buddhist scriptures, logic, and astronomy.  

 He not only studied under the university's eminent scholars but also served as 
a teacher.  

 His detailed accounts provide a vivid picture of the university's daily life, 
massive library (known as Dharmaganja), and curriculum. 

Yijing (I-Tsing):  

 Another prominent Chinese Buddhist monk and translator who traveled to 

India.  

 He stayed at Nalanda for 10 years, during which he collected numerous 
manuscripts and carefully recorded the daily monastic rituals, rules, and 

academic practices of the institution. 
Dharmasvamin (Chag lo-tsa-ba):  

 A Tibetan monk who visited Nalanda in (1234 CE).  

 His travel accounts are historically invaluable because they provide one of the 

last detailed, first-hand glimpses of the university and its surrounding 
monastic communities just before and during the early Turkic invasions. 

Faxian (Fa-Hien):  

 A Chinese pilgrim who visited the Nalanda region in the early 5th century.  

 Although he visited before Nalanda fully developed into a sprawling university, 

his early travelogues mapped out the sacred Buddhist sites, paving the way 
for later generations of Asian scholars to seek out the university. 

Huiye (Hwui-yeh):  

 Several Korean and Central Asian travelers, including Huiye from the Silla 
Kingdom, made the arduous journey to study at Nalanda, acting as cultural 

bridges by bringing Nalanda‘s teachings and translated texts back to East 
Asia 

 
 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 20 May 2026 
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20M First and foremost 

          औ                
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20M. First and foremost 

          औ                
 The mixed architecture of the Bhojshala-Kamal Maula 

complex in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh, has fed uncertainty about its 

religious identity for more than a century, with the dispute intensifying 
around the time of the Ram Janmabhoomi mobilisation. 

         क        थत        -                क   भ  त    त कर  न  
एक  त  द       धक  भम      क  ध  भ क ऩ च न क  र कय   न  चतत  क  
  भ  दम    , औय म      द               द रन क   भम   धक त      
 म   

 While the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act 1991 
had frozen the religious character of all places of worship as on August 
15, 1947, the case proceeded through a loophole in Section 4(3) 
exempting ―ancient and historical monuments‖ under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 1958. 

म म ऩ          (           ) अ      , 1991 न  15    त 1947 क  
  थ त क   न   य  ब  ऩ     थर  क  ध  भ क    ऩ क    थय कय  दम  थ ,  क त  
म  भ भर  ध य  4(3) भ   न  त     ऩ  द क  भ  मभ        फ  ,          

                         औ  अ     अ      , 1958 क    त  त ―  च न 

औय   त    क  भ यक ‖ क       द न कयत      
 The Bhojshala ruling indicates that the Ayodhya verdict has 

paved the way to repeatedly challenge the status of minority religious 
sites if they are also protected by the Survey, extending a record that 
already includes Gyanvapi, Shahi Idgah, and the Bijamandal 

complex. 

         नण म म    क त द त      क अ       नण म न   न   ऩ   मक ध  भ क 

 थर  क    थ त क  फ य-फ य च न त  द न  क  भ       त  कम    ,        ण क  
  त  त   य  त   , औय     भ भ  ऩ र               ,      ई     तथ  
         ऩ य य      भ भर     भर     

 The 1991 Act needs to be enforced strictly, with no 
determinations of religious character except when pertaining to title 
disputes already pending at the time of its enactment. 

1991    अ       क  क  यत     र     कए   न  क     मकत    , तथ  ध  भ क 

   ऩ      फ  धत क    नध  यण क  र       भ भर  भ    न  च   ए      क  र    
  न  क   भम    र  फत     भ       द       फ  धत     

 Equally, shared use should be the norm as democratic 
coexistence outweighs any questions relating to ‗first‘ ownership. 

  थ   ,       ऩम   क    भ  म  म  थ  फन म    न  च   ए,  म  क 

र कत    क   -   त   ‗ थभ‘     भ            क   ब    न      धक 

भ   ऩ ण      

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 20 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

20M Besides Hormuz, two more straits in Indian Ocean are vital for global trade 

           अ    ,                    औ                                 अ                 
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20M. Besides Hormuz, two more straits in Indian Ocean are vital for global 

trade 

           अ    ,                    औ                                 अ              
   

 While Bab-el-Mandeb forms the western gateway, the Malacca Strait forms the eastern 
opening to the Indian Ocean, which annually carries nearly 80% of the world‘s sea-borne oil 
trade; UNCTAD data shows 8.7% of global sea-borne trade by volume transited the former 

and 24% the latter in 2023. 

         -अ -      ऩ  चभ          य फन त    ,                                क  ऩ            य 
  ,      त         क  र ब  80%  भ    त र  म ऩ य क    न कयत    ; UNCTAD क    क   क   न   य 
2023 भ       क  भ     म ऩ य क  8.7% फ फ- र-भ द फ औय 24% भर क   र   ध      कय    य   

 Head of the Iranian Parliament’s National Security Committee, Ebrahim Azizi, on 

Saturday (May 16) announced on X that Iran ―has prepared a professional mechanism to 
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manage traffic in the Strait of Hormuz.‖ 

 ई                                क   भ          अ     न    न  य (16 भ ) क  X ऩय    ण  क  
 क  य न न  ―              भ  म त म त  फ धन क   रए एक ऩ    य त   त म य  कम     ‖ 

 This announcement came just a few days after reports indicated that Iran had set up a new 
body, the Persian Gulf Strait Authority, to oversee vessel movement through the strait. 

 म     ण   न  फय  क  क       दन फ द   ,   नभ  क    म  थ   क  य न न   र   ध       यन    र  
      क   न य न  क   रए                 अ       न भक नम   नक म  थ  ऩत  कम      

 With these two developments, Iran has effectively formalised a toll system for the vessels 
transiting the Strait of Hormuz, the sole maritime gateway for one-fifth of global oil and LNG 
supplies, as per U.S. Energy Information Administration (USEIA) data. 

  न द न    न  भ  क    थ,  य न न   ब     ऩ                        यन    र        क   रए   र 

 ण र  क  औऩच  यक  ऩ द   दम    ,    USEIA क   न   य      क त र औय LNG  ऩ  त   क  ऩ  च         
क  एकभ    भ            य     

 As the world still grapples with the energy crisis brought on by this stranglehold, these 
developments have exposed the Achilles‘ heel of global trade – the critical chokepoints that 
connect the world‘s chief maritime mercantile routes. 

  फ द  नम   ब  ब      नम  ण      ऩन  न        क         य     , तफ  न   न    न       क  म ऩ य 

क   फ   फ   कभ  य  क      य  कम     —    भ   ऩ ण   भ      कय  भ       द  नम  क   भ    म ऩ  यक 

 भ    भ    क     त      
 While Hormuz remains a global flashpoint, the Indian Ocean is also home to two of the 

world‘s most crucial straits on which the global economy hinges, the Straits of Malacca and 
Bab-el-Mandeb. 

             एक      क तन    फ द  फन        ,                   द  नम  क  द   फ   भ   ऩ ण  
 र   धम  —              औय    -अ -      — क  ब   य   ,   न ऩय      क  थ  म  थ   नब य 
कयत      

A closed ocean 

                

 As per C. Raja Mohan, visiting professor at the National University of Singapore’s 
Institute of South Asian Studies, ―Unlike the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the Indian Ocean 

is closed, that is, a few straits control its access. This makes these straits immensely 
important for international trade.‖ 

                  ऑ                        ऑ                   क             प  य   .      
     क   न   य, ―  र    क औय     त भ     य  क    ऩय त,    द भ     य फ द   ,  थ  त क   

 र   धम        क  ऩ   च  नम   त कयत           म   र   धम     तयय    म  म ऩ य क   रए   म त 

भ   ऩ ण  फन   त     ‖ 
 By any measure, the Indian Ocean is at the centre of global trade. 

  य                           क  म ऩ य क  क       
 Each year, the Indian Ocean sees around 1,00,000 ships transit its waters, accounting for 

roughly 30% of global container traffic. 

  य        द भ     य    र ब  1,00,000         यत    ,         क क   नय म त म त क  र ब  30% 

    
 Moreover, the Indian Ocean region annually carries nearly 80% of the world‘s sea-borne oil 

trade and about 9.84 billion tonnes of cargo. 

   क   र   ,    द भ     य       त         क  र ब  80%  भ    त र  म ऩ य औय र ब  9.84  यफ 

 न भ र क    न कयत      
 While Bab-el-Mandeb and the Suez Canal form the western gateway to the Indian Ocean, 

the Malacca Strait forms the eastern opening. 
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         -अ -      औय             द भ     य क  ऩ  चभ          य फन त    ,                   

  क  ऩ            य     
 Professor Raja Mohan adds, ―Unlike the Strait of Hormuz, which serves as the gateway to 

the Persian Gulf, the Malacca Strait and Bab-el-Mandeb work as links between larger sea 

routes.‖ 

   प  य य    भ  न न  क  , ―                   ऩ   मन   प क          य   ,                   

औय    -अ -      फ    भ    भ    क  फ च क   क  क म  कयत     ‖ 
 Whereas Bab-el-Mandeb connects the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean via the Suez 

Canal, the Strait of Malacca links the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea. 

         -अ -               क  भ  मभ    ब भ म    य क     द भ     य       त    ,            
          द भ     य क                      त      

Gate of Tears 

                

 Located between the Arabian Peninsula and the Horn of Africa, Bab-el-Mandeb links the 
Red Sea and Suez Canal to the Gulf of Aden. 

 अ           औय अ             क  फ च   थत    -अ -               औय          क  अ      
           त      

 The Strait is 26-kilometre-wide at its narrowest and is around 50 km in length. 

 म   र   ध  ऩन   फ     कय        भ  26  कर भ  य च    औय र ब  50  कर भ  य र फ      
 Literally meaning the ‗Gate of Tears‘, it got its name due to the navigational dangers it 

presents to mariners. 

     दक  ऩ    ‗       क     य‘ क र न    र      र   ध क  म  न भ  भ    म   म  क   रए   क  
 तयन क भ    क  क यण  भर   

 As per USEIA data, 9.3% of global crude oil and petroleum liquids shipments were 

transported through this route in 2023. 

 USEIA क   न   य, 2023 भ       क क च  त र औय ऩ    रमभ तयर ऩद थ  क  9.3%   ऩ     भ       
   य   

 UNCTAD data suggests that 8.7% of global sea-borne trade by volume transited the Strait in 

2023. 

 UNCTAD क    क   क   न   य 2023 भ       क  भ     म ऩ य क  8.7%     र   ध      कय    य   
 As a crucial link between Asia and Europe, Bab-el-Mandeb, along with the Suez Canal and 

Suez-Mediterranean pipeline, is the third busiest maritime chokepoint in global energy 

trade, according to USEIA data. 

       औय       क  फ च एक भ   ऩ ण  क   क   ऩ भ ,    -अ -     ,          औय     -             

         क    थ  भरकय      क       म ऩ य क  त  य   फ    म त  भ      कय  भ        
 On April 18, Hussein al-Ezzi, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Houthis in Yemen, in a social 

media post, threatened to block Bab-el-Mandeb if U.S. President Donald Trump did not 

cease hostilities in Iran. 

 18    र क  मभन भ        भ   क   ऩ   द   भ          अ -     न     र भ   म  ऩ    भ  धभक  द   क 

म द  भ  यक  य   ऩ त             य न भ     त  फ द न    कयत , त     -अ -      क      ध कय  दम  
  ए    

 Though the Iran-backed Yemeni militant group has not acted on these threats, it has 
disrupted maritime traffic through the strait in the past. 

   र   क  य न  भ थ त मभन      द   भ   न   न धभ कम  ऩय  भर न     कम    , र  कन   न  ऩ र  ब  
    र   ध       यन    र   भ    म त म त क  फ  धत  कम      

 In response to the Israeli attack on Gaza in 2023, the group attacked several vessels passing 
through the Bab-el-Mandeb. 
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 2023 भ       ऩय   य मर   भर  क     फ भ      भ   न     -अ -            यन    र  क        ऩय 
 भर   कम  थ   

 Though the attacks subsided by late 2025, the traffic recovered only marginally by 2026. 

   र   क 2025 क    त तक  भर  कभ     ए, र  कन 2026 तक म त म त भ  क  र भ भ र    ध य      

Gooseberry Strait 

                

 Christened after the Malay name of the Indian Gooseberry tree, the Strait of Malacca is the 
shortest sea route connecting the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea and the Pacific 
Ocean. 

 ब यत म    र  क  भरम न भ ऩय न  भत             ,              क                औय       

              न    र   फ         भ    भ        
 Stretching roughly 900 km, the Strait is just 2.8 km at its narrowest. 

 र ब  900  कर भ  य र फ  म   र   ध  ऩन   फ     कय        भ  क  र 2.8  कर भ  य च        
 Indonesia, Singapore, and Malaysia are its littoral states. 

           ,          औ            क  त  म द       
 According to the UNCTAD, 24% of global maritime trade passed through this strait in 2023. 

 UNCTAD क   न   य 2023 भ       क  भ     म ऩ य क  24%     र   ध      कय    य   
 45% of global oil shipments, 26% of all cars traded internationally, and 23% of dry bulk cargo 

shipments use it each year. 

  य          क त र   ऩ क  45%,   तयय    म  तय ऩय  म ऩ य क    न    र  क य  क  26% औय      थ क 

भ र क  23%   ऩ     भ    क   ऩम   कयत      
 A majority of consumer and industrial goods from the manufacturing hubs of East and 

Southeast Asia rely on this route to reach the rest of the world. 

 ऩ    औय द  ण-ऩ    ए  म  क     नभ  ण क        न    र    धक     ऩब  त  औय औ म   क   भ न 

द  नम  क  फ क        तक ऩ   चन  क   रए     भ    ऩय  नब य कयत      
 Nearly all of East Asia is heavily dependent on the Malacca Strait to meet its energy needs. 

 र ब  ऩ य              ऩन          मकत    क  ऩ य  कयन  क   रए              ऩय   म धक 

 नब य     
 China, for example, relies on it for 75% of its oil needs. 

  द  यण क   रए,      ऩन  75% त र    मकत    क   रए     ऩय  नब य     
 In 2003, the then-President of China, Hu Jintao, coined the term ―Malacca Dilemma‖, 

describing the strategic exposure the strait presents for China. 

 2003 भ  च न क  त क र न य   ऩ त           न  ―            ‖   द    ,    च न क   रए    

 र   ध    य    ऩ न यणन  तक     भ क  द   त      
 On April 22, the Indonesian Finance Minister floated the idea of imposing a levy on ships 

passing through the Malacca Strait. 

 22    र क                         न                     यन    र        ऩय    क र  न  क    च य 
  त त  कम   

 However, just a day later, Foreign Minister Sugiono backtracked on the idea and reinforced 

Indonesia‘s commitment to freedom of navigation under international laws. 

   र   क, एक  दन फ द      द   भ             न       च य    ऩ      त    ए   तयय    म क न न  क  त त 

न   न क    त  त  क    त     न   म  क    तफ धत  द  य    
 Barring these statements, the strait has remained peaceful and has, in fact, never been 

formally closed in recorded history. 

  न फम न  क     कय, म   र   ध     तऩ ण  फन  य      औय द     त    भ  कब  औऩच  यक  ऩ    फ द 

न            
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No alternatives 

   ई            

 What makes Bab-el-Mandeb and Malacca strategically crucial is their geography. 

    -अ -      औय       क  यणन  तक  ऩ    भ   ऩ ण  फन न    र   भ   क यण  नक  ब   र     
 Though alternatives to these routes exist, they either involve circuitous routes that increase 

shipping costs or are not suited for high-volume global traffic due to shallow depths or lack of 
infrastructure. 

   र   क  न भ    क    क ऩ भ   द   , र  कन    म  त  र फ  य  त   ऩन त              ऩ   र  त फ    त  
  , म   पय कभ   य    थ   फ  नम द     च  क  कभ  क  क यण ब य       क म त म त क   रए  ऩम  त न    
    

 The Strait of Malacca, for instance, is home to the world‘s second-busiest container port, the 
busiest container transshipment hub, and the world‘s largest ship refueling hub in Singapore. 

  द  यण क   रए,              भ  द  नम  क  द  य   फ    म त क   नय फ दय   ,  फ    म त क   नय 
      ऩभ   क   औय          भ  द  नम  क   फ   फ         धन बय   क     थत     

 While alternatives to Malacca, like Lombok and the Sunda Straits, do exist, they can 

potentially add 1,000-1,500 nautical miles – around three to five extra days at sea. 

   र   क भर क  क    क ऩ             औय                 भ   द   , र  कन    र ब  1,000-1,500 

 भ    भ र म न  त न    ऩ  च   त य त  भ     दन  क  द य  फ    कत      
 This results in higher fuel costs and loss of Singapore‘s port infrastructure. 

       धन र  त फ त     औय      ऩ य क  फ दय       च  क  र ब न     भर ऩ त   
 Similarly, for Bab-el-Mandeb, the only viable alternative is going through the Cape of Good 

Hope at the southern tip of Africa, which adds 10-14 days and approximately an additional $2 

million to costs. 

      क य,    -अ -      क  एकभ    म   म    क ऩ    क  क  द  ण    य   थत     ऑ             
  कय    यन    ,       10-14   त य त  दन औय र ब  2  भ रमन   रय क    त य त र  त     

  त      
 Professor Raja Mohan adds, ―The scale of commerce that goes through these chokepoints is 

unprecedented. From stoves in our houses to world economies, everything depends on these 
chokepoints. It is very important that these trade routes remain operable.‖ 

   प  य           न  क  , ― न   कय   भ    भ          यन    र   म ऩ य क  ऩ भ न   ब तऩ         भ य   य  
क  च        र कय       थ  म  थ    तक,  फ क    न भ    ऩय  नब य कयत      म    म त    मक    
 क म   म ऩ  यक भ      च  रत   त  य   ‖ 
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 SHANTI अ                             :                      
 
 

 
 

20M.  Delhi Police ask SC to review UAPA bail terms 

                SC    UAPA                                

 Delhi Police say jailing under UAPA may warrant a larger Bench in view of ‗conflicting‘ 

judgments. 

             न  क    क UAPA क  त त   र भ  य न  क  भ भर  भ  ‗  य ध ब   ‘  नण म  क  द  त    ए एक 

फ   ऩ   क     मकत      कत      
 Under the UAPA’s provision on bail, presumption of innocence takes a ‗backseat‘, the govt. 

states. 

  यक य न  क    क UAPA क   भ नत    ध न क  त त  नद  त  क  ध यण  ऩ    चर    त      
 On May 18, the court said that the principles laid down by a three-judge Bench were not 

followed. 

 18  ई क   द रत न  क    क त न- म म ध    क  ऩ      य   नध   यत    ध  त  क  ऩ रन न     कम  
 म   

 The Delhi Police on Tuesday told the Supreme Court that the question of whether 

prolonged incarceration and delay of trial could override the statutory restrictions on bail 
under anti-terror laws such as the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, may warrant 

consideration by a larger Bench in view of two ―conflicting‖ judgments rendered by coordinate 
Benches. 

             न  भ  र  य क                क    क  म  र फ  क द औय भ कदभ  भ  द य ,           
           (      ) अ      , 1967       त क  द   य ध  क न न  क  त त  भ नत ऩय   ध  नक 

  तफ ध  क   नय त कय  कत    ,      न ऩय  भ  म ऩ       य   दए  ए द  ―  य ध ब   ‖  नण म  क  
क यण फ   ऩ      य    च य  कए   न  क     मकत      कत      

 The oral submission was made before a Bench of Justices Aravind Kumar and P.B. Varale 
at the hearing of bail petitions filed by the 2020 Delhi riots accused Abdul Khalid Saifi and 
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Tasleem Ahmad, challenging the September 2, 2025, order of the Delhi High Court denying 

them bail. 

 म  भ   क   त  त           अ            औ    .  .       क  ऩ   क   भ  2020  द र  द    क  
 य ऩ  अ                औय       अ       य  द मय  भ नत म  चक    क    न    क  द य न क  
  ,    भ      न          ई      क  2   त फय, 2025 क   भ नत     क  त  द   क  च न त  द  थ   

 Referring to a judgment delivered a day earlier by a Bench of Justices B.V. Nagarathna and 
Ujjal Bhuyan, which held that ―bail is the rule and jail is an exception‖ even in prosecutions 
under the UAPA, Additional Solicitor-General S.V. Raju, appearing for the Delhi Police, 

submitted that the ruling may not have laid down the correct position in law. 

             .  .         औ              क  ऩ      य  एक  दन ऩ र   दए  ए     नण म क    र   

कयत    ए,    भ  क    म  थ   क UAPA क  भ भर  भ  ब  ― भ नत  नमभ    औय   र  ऩ  द‖,  द र  
ऩ  र  क   य    ऩ     ए   त य त    र   य  नयर   .  .      न  क    क म   नण म क न न क      
  थ त  नध   यत न    कयत      कत      

 ―...when there is a presumption in law, as contained in Section 43D(5) of the UAPA, which is 

a mandatory presumption, and the word used is ‗shall‘, then the presumption of innocence of 
the accused takes a backseat...that aspect has been lost,‖ he said. 

     न  क  , ―... फ क न न भ  UAPA क       43D(5)        न  म  ध यण    , औय   भ  ‗shall‘   द क  
 म    कम   म    , तफ  य ऩ  क   नद  त  क  ध यण  ऩ    चर    त    ...   ऩ र  क  न य  द   कय 
 दम   म     ‖ 

 During the hearing, Justice Kumar asked Mr. Raju whether his position was that the 

coordinate Bench had committed an error. 

   न    क  द य न                 न     य       ऩ     क  म   नक  भत म      क  भ  म ऩ      क        

        
 ―That is going to be my submission, provided I read the judgment. I have not read the 

judgment because I did not have time,‖ Mr. Raju responded. 

    य    न    य  दम , ―म द भ   नण म ऩ  र   त  म   भ य  दर र       भ न   नण म न    ऩ    म  क भ    
 भम न     भर  ‖ 

 He submitted that while he was not opposing interim bail for the two accused, the broader 
legal issue required consideration by a larger Bench in light of the ―conflicting‖ rulings. 

     न  क    क  फ क    द न   य  ऩम  क    त यभ  भ नत क    य ध न    कय य     ,  म ऩक क न न  
भ  द  ऩय ―  य ध ब   ‖  नण म  क  भ द न य फ   ऩ      य    च य  कम    न     मक     

 ―My Lords may consider interim bail, I am not opposing that...but the issue requires 
consideration by a larger Bench in view of the two conflicting judgments,‖ he added. 

     न      क  , ―भ नन म  म म रम   त यभ  भ नत ऩय   च य कय  कत    , भ    क    य ध न    कय 
य  ...र  कन म  भ  द  द    य ध ब     नण म  क  क यण फ   ऩ      य    च य म  म    ‖ 

 The judgment by the Bench headed by Justice Nagarathna was delivered on May 18 while 
granting bail to Jammu and Kashmir resident Syed Iftikhar Andrabi in a narco-terror case 
investigated by the National Investigation Agency (NIA). 

                   क    म त    र  ऩ   न  18  ई क                    (NIA)    य     च  कए  ए 

न क -  यय भ भर  भ    भ -क भ य  न                  अ      क   भ नत द त    ए म   नण म   न म   
 In its ruling, the Bench voiced ―serious reservations‖ about the January 5 judgment denying 

bail to Jawaharlal Nehru University scholars Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam in the 

alleged larger conspiracy case linked to the 2020 Delhi riots, including the foreclosure of their 
right to seek bail for a year. 

  ऩन   नण म भ  ऩ   न                            क    ध  थ म            औय            क  
2020  द र  द            क थत फ         भ भर  भ   भ नत       चत कयन    र  5  न य  क   नण म ऩय 
―  ब य  ऩ  म  ‖  म त क  ,    भ  एक     तक  भ नत भ   न  क    धक य क  ब  फ द कय  दम   म  थ   

 The Bench underscored that the January 5 verdict had failed to correctly apply the binding 
principles laid down by a larger three-judge Bench in Union of India v. K.A. Najeeb (2021), 
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which held that prolonged incarceration and delay in trial can override the statutory 
restrictions on bail under Section 43D(5) of the UAPA. 

 ऩ   न  य     कत  कम   क 5  न य  क  प  र  भ  Union of India v. K.A. Najeeb (2021) भ  त न-

 म म ध   म फ   ऩ      य   नध   यत फ  मक य     ध  त  क      तय क     र    न     कम   म ,    भ  
क    म  थ   क र फ  क द औय भ कदभ  भ  द य  UAPA क       43D(5) क  त त  भ नत ऩय र     ध  नक 

  तफ ध  क   नय त कय  कत      
 Taking note of the submissions, the top court posted the matter for hearing on May 20 to 

consider the interim bail plea. 

 दर र  ऩय  म न द त    ए       द रत न    त यभ  भ नत म  चक  ऩय   च य कयन  क   रए भ भर  क  
  न    20  ई क   नध   यत क   

‘Bail is the rule’ 

 ‘             ’ 

 Justice Bhuyan, who authored the May 18 

judgment, had observed that the phrase ―bail is the rule 
and jail is the exception‖ was not merely an empty slogan 
but a constitutional principle flowing from the fundamental 
rights to life, speedy trial, and freedom from arbitrary arrest 
and detention. 

                 ,      न  18 भ  क   नण म  र  , न  क    क 

― भ नत  नमभ    औय   र  ऩ  द‖ क  र एक न य  न    फ  क 

   न,    यत   न    औय भनभ न    य त य  तथ    य  त    
  त  त  क  भ  रक   धक य      नकर      ध  नक    ध  त     

 He also expressed concern over certain verdicts 
―hollowing out‖ larger Bench rulings such as K.A. Najeeb, 

which championed personal liberty against state excess. 

     न  क    नण म  ऩय  च त  ब   म त क     K.A. Najeeb      
फ   ऩ   क  प  र  क  ―   र ‖ कय य     ,      न  य  म क    त 

क      ध  म  त त   त  त  क   भथ न  कम  थ   
 The Delhi High Court on September 2, 2025, had 

dismissed Mr. Ahmad‘s bail plea, saying ―delay in trial‖ 
cannot be the sole ground for consideration. 

         ई      न  2   त फय, 2025 क       भद क   भ नत 

म  चक     य  कयत    ए क   थ   क ―भ कदभ  भ  द य ‖  क र  
  च यण म  ध य न        कत   

 It had said that except in cases of palpable 
violation of fundamental rights or breach of constitutional 
rights, bail cannot be granted on the sole factor of long 
incarceration or delay in trial. 

  द रत न  क   थ   क भ  रक   धक य  क   ऩ     र  न म  
    ध  नक   धक य  क   नन क  भ भर  क     कय क  र र फ  क द 

म  भ कदभ  भ  द य  क   ध य ऩय  भ नत न    द      कत   

 

20M.  Modi skips questions from press; Store 

says ‘different traditions’ 
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                                   ;             ‘अ           ’ 

 The External Affairs Ministry defended India‘s record on democracy on Monday, for the 
second time during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s European tour, over Mr. Modi‘s decision 

not to take questions from the press. 

              न    भ  य क   ध नभ              क  म य ऩ म म    क  द य न द  य  फ य र कत   ऩय ब यत 

क   यक    क  फच    कम ,  म  क    भ द  न      क     र न     रए  
 Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store called the practice a ―different tradition‖ from 

Nordic countries that he had to ―respect‖. 

 न    क   ध नभ                    न      थ  क  न    क द       ― र  ऩय ऩय ‖ फत म ,    क       
―  भ न‖ कयन  थ   

 During the joint press appearance with his counterpart, Mr. Modi was confronted by a 
Norwegian journalist who asked him to respond to media questions, as was the norm in the 
European country. 

  ऩन   भक  क    थ   म  त      ऩ  थ त क  द य न, एक न     मन ऩ क य न     भ द     भ   म  क  
   र  क     फ द न  क  क  ,       क    म य ऩ म द   भ    भ  म  थ      

 Later in the day, after the same journalist confronted the External Affairs Ministry on the 

issue, as well as on human rights during a briefing, a senior Ministry official said India was a 
―civilisational country‖. 

  दन भ  फ द भ ,  फ     ऩ क य न     प   क  द य न    भ  द  औय भ न   धक य  क  र कय                 
   र  कम , तफ भ   रम क  एक   य     धक य  न  क    क ब यत एक ―  मत  त द  ‖     

 ―We hear a lot of people asking why this, why that, but let me tell you this. We are one-sixth of 
the total population of the world, but not one-sixth of the problems of the world,‖ said 
Secretary (West) Sibi George. 

 ऩ  चभ भ भर  क    च            न  क  , ― भ फ  त र    क  म  ऩ  त    नत      क म   म ,     म , 
र  कन भ   ऩक  म  फत न  च  त        भ द  नम  क  क र  फ द  क              , र  कन द  नम  क  
 भ म    क            न       ‖ 

 ―We have a Constitution which guarantees the fundamental rights of the people. We have 
equal rights for the women of our country, which is very important,‖ he said. 

     न  क  , ― भ य  ऩ   एक     ध न       र    क  भ  रक   धक य  क    य    द त       भ य  द   क  
भ  र    क   भ न   धक य    त   ,    फ  त भ   ऩ ण     ‖ 

 Earlier in the day, Helle Lyng Svends, a correspondent for the Dagsavisen, stood up after 
the press statements made by Mr. Modi and Mr. Store in Oslo. 

  दन भ  ऩ र ,            क      दद त                        भ     भ द  औय       य क        त म  
क  फ द          

 ―Prime Minister Modi, why don‘t you take questions from the freest press in the world,‖ she 
said, then following him out of the room, adding, ―Do you deserve the trust of our… 
[government]?‖ 

     न  क  , ― ध नभ    भ द ,  ऩ द  नम  क   फ     त       क     र  म  न    र त ,‖ औय  पय  नक  
कभय     फ  य   त    ए क  , ― म   ऩ  भ य … [ यक य] क         ऩ न  क  म  म   ?‖ 

 On Tuesday, leaders of Nordic states and Mr. Modi also addressed the press at the end of 
the India-Nordic Summit, but did not take questions. 

 भ  र  य क  न    क द    क  न त    औय    भ द  न      -                   क    त भ      क  
  फ  धत  कम , र  कन    र न     रए  

 Speaking to The Hindu, Mr. Store said he had to respect the wishes of other leaders from 
countries of ―different traditions‖. 

 द    द     फ त कयत    ए       य न  क    क      ― र  ऩय ऩय   ‖   र  द    क    म न त    क         क  
  भ न कयन  ऩ    
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 ―All my Nordic colleagues have talked to journalists from different news [media] outlets, but I 
have to respect that India may have different traditions. That‘s for [Indians] to resolve,‖ he 
said. 

     न  क  , ―भ य   ब  न    क   म   म  न     ब न  भ च य भ  मभ  क  ऩ क य     फ त क    , र  कन 

भ    म    भ न कयन        क ब यत क   र  ऩय ऩय ए      कत      म  [ब यत म ] क  तम कयन     ‖ 
 During the PM‘s visit to the Netherlands on Saturday, Dutch journalists had similarly raised 

objections to the practice of no questions with Mr. George during a press briefing. 

   न  य क   ध नभ    क          म    क  द य न  च ऩ क य  न  ब         प   भ          क    भन   फन  
   र    र      थ  ऩय  ऩ    त   थ   

 ―We face these kinds of questions basically because of the lack of understanding of the 
person who asks the question,‖ Mr. George had replied, citing India‘s historic democratic 
freedoms and human rights record. 

         न     फ  दम  थ , ― भ    तय  क     र  क    भन  भ र  ऩ       र ऩ  न    र   म  त क  
 भ  क  कभ  क  क यण कयत    ,‖ औय ब यत क    त    क र कत    क   त  त    तथ  भ न   धक य 
 यक    क    र    कम   
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20M.  SC Commission issues notice to authorities in Punjab over caste slurs in 
Census forms 

 SC                                                       अ                  

          

 Noting that Census 2027 forms for Punjab list caste slurs as synonyms for the names of 
Scheduled Caste communities, the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) 

has issued a notice to the Director of Census Operations in Punjab as well as the State 
government‘s Social Justice Department as part of its investigation into the issue. 

 म  द  त    ए  क       क         2027  ऩ   भ  अ              भ द म  क  न भ  क  ऩम  म क   ऩ भ  
   त  चक  ऩभ न नक   द   च फ ध   ,        अ                  (NCSC) न     भ  द  क     च 

क  त त ऩ   फ भ   न णन    च रन  नद  क तथ  य  म  यक य क                     क  न       य  
 कम      

 The notice was based on a complaint from National Safai Karmachari Commission Vice-
Chairperson Hardeep Singh Gill. 

 म  न               ई              क   ऩ  म                 क    क मत क   ध य ऩय   य  
 कम   म   

 The Union government‘s self-enumeration website for Census 2027 lists offensive words for 
the Valmiki community in Punjab, Mr. Gill told The Hindu, citing the use of words like 

―Chura‖ and ―Bhangi‖. 

      र न  द    द  क  फत म   क        2027 क   रए क  य  यक य क    - णन    फ     ऩय ऩ   फ क  
               क   रए ―च य ‖ औय ―ब   ‖       ऩभ न नक   द  क   ऩम    कम   म      

 In fact, Census officials may simply be following the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) 
Order, notified by the President of India, which repeatedly lists these offensive words as 

synonyms for the caste name ―Balmiki‖ in the SC lists for Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Chandigarh, Gujarat, Karnataka, Rajasthan, West 
Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh. 

    त  भ ,  न णन    धक य    ब त  क  र                    य    ध   चत         (अ        

       )      क  ऩ रन कय य     ,    भ  ऩ   फ,   यम ण ,   भ चर  द  , भ  य   ,       , च     , 

   य त, कन   क, य   थ न, ऩ  चभ फ   र औय भ म  द   क  SC    चम  भ  ―फ  भ  क‖    त न भ क  
ऩम  म क   ऩ भ   न  ऩभ न नक   द  क  फ य-फ य   च फ ध  कम   म      

 In other States, including Delhi, ―Bhangi‖ is listed by itself as a caste name, despite being 

considered a slur by many. 

          त   म य  म  भ  ―ब   ‖ क    म  एक    त न भ क   ऩ भ    च फ ध  कम   म    ,  फ क क  

र        ऩभ न नक   द भ नत      
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 Mr. Gill said these words are prohibited under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. 

      र न  क    क म    द SC/ST (अ             ) अ       क  त त   तफ  धत     
 In its notice, the NCSC enclosed Mr. Gill‘s complaint and said that it has ―decided to 

investigate/inquire‖ into the issue as per its Constitutional powers. 

  ऩन  न     भ  NCSC न       र क    क मत   र न कयत    ए क    क   न   ऩन      ध  नक    तम  
क  त त    भ  द  क  ―   च/ऩ  त   कयन  क   नण म‖  रम      

 It has asked for an action-taken report from both the Director of Census Operations and the 
Punjab government within 15 days. 

  म   न   न णन    च रन  नद  क औय ऩ   फ  यक य द न     15  दन  क  ब तय क य      यऩ    भ         
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20M. SHANTI Act liability absurdly low: plea in SC 

 SHANTI अ                             :                      

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday appeared wary about rocking the boat on a new nuclear law 
which caps liability at less than ₹4,000 crore even as the petitioner, a retired bureaucrat, 

reminded the court of its own 40-year-old judgment that held that the ―larger and more 
prosperous‖ an enterprise carrying on a hazardous activity is, the greater must be the 
compensation for causing an accident which may affect thousands of lives. 

            न  भ  र  य क  एक नए ऩयभ ण  क न न ऩय   त  ऩ कयन  क  र कय  तक त   द   ,    भ  
द  म     भ  ₹4,000         कभ  नध   यत क       ,  फ क म  चक कत  , एक      न    न कय   , न  
 द रत क    क  40     ऩ य न  प  र  क  म द  दर  ,    भ  क    म  थ   क   तन  ―फ   औय  भ  ध‖ 

क    तयन क   त   ध कयन    र    मभ     ,  तन       धक भ                द   क   रए द न       
      य  र    क     न क   ब   त कय  कत      

 ―Name a single country which does not fulfil its energy needs through nuclear plants,‖ Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a three-judge Bench, asked petitioner E.A.S. Sarma. 

 त न- म म ध    क  ऩ   क    म त  कय य   ब यत क  भ  म  म म ध            न  म  चक कत   ई. .  . 

        ऩ   , ―     क   एक द   क  न भ फत  ए     ऩन          मकत    क  ऩयभ ण    म    क  
भ  मभ    ऩ य  न    कयत  ‖ 

 Mr. Sarma, represented by advocates Prashant Bhushan and Neha Rathi, has challenged 
the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming 
India (SHANTI) Act of 2025, primarily on the ground that it allowed private sector and foreign 

corporations to operate nuclear power plants in India and has further capped the liability of 
these operators at an ―absurdly low level and exempted the supplier from any liability‖.  

            औय              य    त न ध    कए  ए     भ   न                                  ऑ  

                                    (SHANTI) अ      , 2025 क  च न त  द    , भ  मत     

 ध य ऩय  क म   न       औय   द    क ऩ नम  क  ब यत भ  ऩयभ ण         म     च  रत कयन  क  
 न भ त द त     औय  न  ऩय  य  क     भ द य  क  ―फ  द कभ  तय‖ ऩय    भत कय  ऩ  त  कत     क   क   
ब  द  म      भ  त कयत      

 But the Bench adopted a cautionary note about examining the legality of the Act, terming it a 
―sensitive legislative policy issue‖. 

   र   क ऩ   न       ध नमभ क    धत  क     च क  र कय  तक      ऩन म  औय     ―    दन  र 

  ध म  न  त भ  द ‖ फत म   
 Mr. Bhushan submitted that Article 21 (right to life) could not be sacrificed on the altar of 

policy. 

    ब  ण न  क    क अ       21 (   न क    धक य) क  न  त क  न भ ऩय फ रद न न     कम      कत   
 Justice Joymalya Bagchi queried whether the petition was challenging the very act of foreign 

corporations setting up nuclear power plants in India or if it was limited to the quantum of 
financial liability post a nuclear accident. 

  म मभ  त                 न  ऩ     क  म  म  चक  ब यत भ    द    क ऩ नम     य  ऩयभ ण    म    थ  ऩत 

कयन  क  क म  क     च न त  द  य      म  म  क  र ऩयभ ण  द    न  क  फ द     म द  म   क    भ  तक 

   भत     
 Mr. Bhushan argued that both were interconnected, the compensation threshold had been 

lowered to minimise liability in order to attract foreign private investors in the nuclear sector. 

    ब  ण न  तक   दम   क द न  फ त  ऩय ऩय             औय ऩयभ ण      भ    द     न    न   क  क  
 क   त कयन  क   रए भ      क    भ  क  कभ  कम   म     त  क द  म      म      क   

 He said the Supreme Court’s 1986 judgment in the Oleum gas leak case had made a 

strong statement against cutting corners on liability to attract investments through the 
hazardous industry. 
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     न  क    क                       भ                1986          न   तयन क   म    क  
भ  मभ     न     क   त कयन  क   रए द  म   कभ कयन  क    र प   त    ऩण  क  थ   

 Forty years ago, the court had extended the ambit of Article 12 of the Constitution to include 

private corporations engaged in dangerous and hazardous activity under the definition of 
‗state‘ for the purpose of enforcing fundamental rights, particularly Article 21, in case of 

accidents. 

 च र       ऩ र   द रत न      ध न क  अ       12 क  द मय  क  फ  त    ए  तयन क   त   धम  भ  
  र न  न   क ऩ नम  क  ‗य  म‘ क  ऩ यब    भ     भर  कम  थ , त  क द    न    क    थ त भ  भ  रक 

  धक य ,      कय अ       21, क  र     कम      क   
 Chief Justice Kant listed the case for the second week of July. 

 भ  म  म म ध        न  भ भर  क    र   क  द  य    त   क   रए   च फ ध  कम   
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20M.  New phones, old woes: anganwadi workers struggle with patchy 

Internet, digital disconnect in U.P. villages 

       ,                  : U.P.                           औ                          
                  

 In the villages of Uttar Pradesh’s Naugarh block in Chandauli district, surrounded by 

forests on all sides, Internet connectivity is still patchy in several areas. 

 च य   य    र       य                        क              क        भ  क       भ     यन   

कन          फ ब  कभ  य     
 While anganwadi workers received new mobile phones this month from the government, 

accompanied with expectations of conducting a chunk of their work online, connectivity issues 
were not taken into consideration, they said. 

                     क     भ  न   यक य    नए भ फ  र प न  भर ,   थ     न    ऩन  क भ क  फ   
       नर  न कयन  क   ऩ    ब  क    , र  कन कन          भ म    ऩय  म न न     दम   म , 
    न  क    

 During a meeting at Amdaha village, anganwadi workers from other villages in the block, 
including Marwatiya, Deori Kalan, and Baghi, said spotty Internet connectivity is adding to 

the woes of workers already saddled with unmanageable workloads. 

 अ          भ      फ  क क  द य न  र क क    म                   ,            औ       क     न     
क म कत     न  क    क कभ  य    यन   कन         ऩ र          म धक क भ क  फ          य   
क म कत     क  ऩय    नम   फ   य       

 ―Sometimes the Poshan Tracker app does not register the faces of beneficiaries due to 
network issues and we cannot give them the ration they are entitled to,‖ a 50-year old worker 
said. 

 एक 50    म क म कत   न  क  , ―कब -कब  न   क   भ म  क  क यण           ऐ  र ब  थ म  क  च  य  
द   न    कयत  औय  भ       नक       र  य  न न    द  ऩ त  ‖ 

 Last year, the Ministry of Women and Child Development (WCD) mandated facial 
recognition authentication for beneficiaries comprising pregnant and lactating mothers as well 
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as children up to the age of six. 

  ऩ र                                 (WCD) न   ब  त  औय  तनऩ न कय न    र  भ त    तथ     

    तक क  फ च     त र ब  थ म  क   रए प   मर  यक  न न  भ ण कयण   न  म   कम  थ   
 The Hindu reached out to the WCD Ministry with a detailed set of questions but has not 

received any response till the time of going to press. 

 द    द  न  WCD              त त   न  क    थ   ऩक   कम , र  कन  भ च य  क   त   न  तक क     य 
   त न         

 Moreover, not everyone is equipped to deal with technology equally, the workers said. 

   क   र   ,  ब  र   तकन क     भ न  ऩ     नऩ न  भ    भ न      , क म कत     न  क    
 One of the younger workers in the block, in her 20s, said many of the older workers call her 

for help while they are at work but she is hardly able to resolve the issues herself.  

  र क क  20     क   म    र  एक म    क म कत   न  क    क क  फ      क म कत   क भ क  द य न भदद क  
 रए     फ र त    , र  कन      म  ब   भ म    क  भ   कर     र कय ऩ त      

 ―The Poshan app keeps getting updated every few days... but if the workers do not 

understand the features, how would they coordinate with others?‖ she said. 

   न  क  , ―     ऐ   य क    दन  भ   ऩ      त  य त    ... र  कन म द क म कत     क       त    क  
   न     भ    , त     द  य  क    थ  भ  म क    कय   ?‖ 

 They also pointed out that they are unable to use WhatsApp because it is not loaded on the 
phones, which only have apps such as Poshan, a GPS tracker app, and other State 

scheme-specific apps. 

     न  म  ब  फत म   क         ऐ  क   ऩम   न    कय ऩ  य       म  क प न भ  म   ऩर ध न      , 
 फ क  नभ  क  र     , GPS      ऐ , औय   म य  म म  न -               

 ―We have to take our photos on the GPS tracker, which will show our face and our location. 
Then we send that to our supervisors via WhatsApp group,‖ said another worker. 

 एक   म क म कत   न  क  , ― भ  GPS      ऩय  ऩन  प    र न    त    ,    भ   भ य  च  य  औय र क  न 

 द    द त       पय  भ          ऐ      क  भ  मभ     ऩन    ऩय    य क  ब  त     ‖ 
 Several others told The Hindu that to keep one phone for WhatsApp and another for Poshan 

Tracker app is impossible as they would have to shell out double the money for Internet 

recharge. 

 क    म र    न  द    द  क  फत म   क      ऐ  क   रए एक प न औय           ऐ  क   रए द  य  प न 

य न     ब      म  क   क   रए         यन    यच    ऩय द   न  ऩ     च  कयन  ऩ      

Stumbling block 

          

 The workers pointed out that they are part of various groups where they coordinate with each 
other and officials such as the ‗ICDS Naugrah Daily‘ group, ‗Anganwadi homework group‘, 

among others. 

 क म कत     न  फत म   क       ब न  भ    क                   एक-द  य  औय   धक  यम  क    थ  भ  म 

कयत    ,      ‗ICDS Naugarh Daily‘  भ  , ‗                   ‘   द  
 Their supervisor, Saroj Giri, acknowledged the technological challenges. 

  नक    ऩय    य           न  तकन क  च न  तम  क     क य  कम   
 ―Many of the workers are elderly and are still learning how to navigate the phones. They need 

WhatsApp too because some of the work comes online and we have to share it with them. 

We have to follow the government‘s directions,‖ the supervisor said. 

   ऩय    य न  क  , ―क  क म कत   फ         औय  ब  ब  प न चर न      य                 ऐ  क  ब  
   मकत      म  क क   क भ  नर  न  त     औय  भ      नक    थ      कयन    त       भ   यक य 
क   नद    क  ऩ रन कयन  ऩ त     ‖ 
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20M. Congress, its leaders must stop being ‘obstructionist’, says Finance 
Minister 

        औ                 ‘          ’                          ,                 

 If the Congress and its leaders cannot ―contribute positively‖ to the nation, they should stop 
being ―obstructionists‖, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Tuesday. 

 म द        औय   क  न त  य    क   रए ― क य  भक म  द न‖ न    द   कत , त       ―फ ध    रन    र ‖ 
फनन  फ द कय द न  च   ए,     भ                   न  भ  र  य क  क    

 In a post on social media, she also went on to list the Narendra Modi government’s 

achievements under various social sector schemes, asking if these were aimed at benefiting 
the Adanis or Ambanis. 
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    र भ   म  ऩय एक ऩ    भ      न                  क     ब न   भ   क     क  म  न    क  त त 

 ऩर  धम  क    च फ ध  कम  औय ऩ     क  म  म   द न  म    फ न  क  र ब क   रए थ    
 ―Since 2014 we continue to serve every sector and every section of our society through our 

policies and initiatives,‖ Ms. Sitharaman said. 

        त यभण न  क  , ―2014     भ  ऩन  न  तम  औय ऩ र  क  भ  मभ     भ   क   य     औय  य     
क       कयत    य      ‖ 

 ―Farmers, the poor, women, youth, MSMEs are at the core of our governance structure.‖ 

 ― क  न,  य फ, भ  र ए , म    औय MSMEs  भ य     न  म  थ  क  क   भ     ‖ 
 The Finance Minister asked whether the 58 crore Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

accounts that have been created were for ―Adani/Ambani‖. 

     भ    न  ऩ     क  म  फन ए  ए 58                                ― द न /  फ न ‖ क   रए थ   
 She also questioned whether the achievements under the Mudra Yojana, Vishwakarma 

Yojana, Internship scheme, e-Shram cards, VB-GRAM Act, Ayushman Bharat, PM 
KISAN, Lakhpati Didi, Drone Didi, PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana, SVANidhi, ECLGS 5.0, 

and several other initiatives were for the benefit of the industrialists. 

     न  म  ब     र  कम   क  म            ,               ,               , ई-       , VB-

GRAM Act,             , PM KISAN,           ,         , PM            अ        , 
SVANidhi, ECLGS 5.0 औय क    म ऩ र  क   ऩर  धम     म  ऩ तम  क  र ब क   रए थ    

 ―We are focused on the welfare of common people,‖ the Finance Minister asserted. 

     भ    न    य द कय क  , ― भ  भ र    क  क म ण ऩय क   त    ‖ 
 ―If @INCIndia [the Congress] and its leaders cannot contribute positively to nation-building, 

they should stop being obstructionists. A responsible opposition does not engage in fear 
mongering.‖ 

 ―म द @INCIndia [क     ] औय   क  न त  य     नभ  ण भ   क य  भक म  द न न    द   कत , त       
फ ध    रन    र  य  न  त फ द कय द न  च   ए  एक    भ द य   ऩ   य प र न  भ     भर न      त  ‖ 

 Earlier in the day, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had attacked the government, saying that 

―a ferocious economic storm is looming over our heads‖. 

      ऩ र   दन भ         न त              न   यक य ऩय  भर  कयत    ए क   थ   क ―एक बम कय   थ क 

त प न  भ य    य ऩय भ  य  य      ‖ 
 ―In 12 years, what Modi ji built as a structure — it was only for Adani and Ambani,‖ Mr. Gandhi 

said at an event in Rae Bareli. 

       ध  न           भ  एक क म  भ भ  क  , ―12     भ  भ द     न        च  फन म  —    क  र  द न  
औय   फ न  क   रए थ  ‖ 

 ―And now, that very structure is about to come crashing down. The blow won‘t land on them 
— they have escape routes.‖ 

 ―औय  फ        च    न    र        क    य  न ऩय न    ऩ     —  नक  ऩ   फच  नकरन  क  य  त     ‖ 
 ―The blow will land on you — on the youth, the poor, the middle class, the farmers, the 

labourers, the small traders — who were never even part of that structure,‖ he added. 

     न      क  , ―  क    य  ऩ ऩय ऩ     — म     ,  य फ , भ मभ    ,  क  न , भ द य  औय      
 म ऩ  यम  ऩय —    कब        च  क        ब  न    थ  ‖ 
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                     अ                             175 IS                  

 

20M.  Modi and Meloni outline road map for India-

Italy strategic partnership 

      औ                -                             

                  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Italian Premier 
Giorgia Meloni, in a joint op-ed across several news platforms, 

outlined an expanded road map for cooperation between the two 
countries across sectors, including trade, technology, energy, 
space, and security, against the backdrop of an emerging ―Indo-
Mediterranean‖ corridor. 

  ध नभ              औय   र  क   ध नभ                   न  क  

 भ च य भ च  ऩय  क   त   म  त र   भ   म ऩ य,    म   क ,     , 
  त य  औय   य      त    ब न      भ  द न  द    क  फ च   म   क  
   त  यत य  भ ऩ क  य     कत  कम ,     बयत    ए ―    -            ‖ 

क  य  य क  ऩ   ब  भ भ      
 ―The relationship between India and Italy has now 

reached a decisive stage. In recent years, our ties have 
expanded with unprecedented momentum, evolving from a 
cordial friendship into a special strategic partnership grounded in 
the values of freedom and democracy and a common vision for 
the future,‖ said Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni in the op-ed titled ―A 
Strategic Partnership for the Indo-Mediterranean‖. 

 ―     औ       क    फ ध  फ एक  नण  मक चयण भ  ऩ   च  ए       र क  
    भ   भ य    फ ध  ब तऩ      त       त  यत   ए    औय     द ऩ ण   भ त  
     क  त   कय   त  त , र कत   औय ब   म क            ऩय 
 ध  यत       यणन  तक     द य  भ  फदर  ए   ,‖    भ द  औय      
भ र न  न  ―                               -            ‖     क   र  
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र   भ  क    
 ―Both India and Italy are located at the very heart of two crucial hubs of the global economy 

— the Indo-Pacific and the Mediterranean — regions that cannot be viewed as separate 

spheres, but instead as increasingly interconnected spaces,‖ it said. 

   भ  क    म , ―     औय      द न       क  थ  म  थ  क  द  भ   ऩ ण  क    —     -        औय 
             — क  क   भ    थत   ,        र - र       क   ऩ भ  न    फ  क फ त    ए ऩय ऩय           
क   ऩ भ  द      न  च   ए ‖ 

 ―As a matter of fact, we are witnessing the emergence of what might be termed the Indo-
Mediterranean, an important corridor for trade, technology, energy, data and ideas tying the 

Indian Ocean to Europe. It is precisely within this interconnected space that our bond 
naturally evolves into a special strategic partnership — one that bridges two continents and 
shapes new global dynamics,‖ said the op-ed. 

 र   भ  क    म , ―   त  भ ,  भ     बयत        ध यण  क  द   य               -             क      
 कत    ,     म ऩ य,    म   क ,     ,      औय   च य  क  एक भ   ऩ ण    रम य    ,       द भ     य 
क  म य ऩ       त          ऩय ऩय          भ   भ य    फ ध    ब   क  ऩ          यणन  तक     द य  भ  
  क  त   त     —    द  भ     ऩ  क     त     औय न       क   त  रत  क   क य द त     ‖ 

 In this context, it added, the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) 
represents a vision aimed at connecting the regions through modern transport and 
infrastructure, digital networks, energy systems, and resilient supply chains; and that India 
and Italy are also committed to working together with other partners to make this vision a 
reality. 

      दब  भ  र   भ  क    म   क     -        -                    (IMEC)  ध  नक ऩ य  न औय 
फ  नम द     च ,      र न   क ,       ण  रम  औय भ फ त  ऩ  त       र    क  भ  मभ         क     न  
क         त त कयत    ; औय ब यत तथ    र    म     द य  क    थ  भरकय         क     त  कत  
फन न  क   रए   तफ ध     

 ―Our cooperation mirrors our shared awareness that prosperity and security in the 21st 
century will be shaped by the ability of nations to innovate, manage energy transitions, and 
strengthen strategic sovereignty. To this end, we have committed to deepen and diversify our 
bilateral relationship with a view to pursuing new objectives and pooling our complementary 
strengths,‖ said Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni. 

    भ द  औय      भ र न  न  क  , ― भ य    म            भ  क  द   त      क 21     द  भ   भ   ध 

औय   य   य     क  न  च य  भत ,      ऩ य त न क   फ धन औय यणन  तक    ब त  क  भ फ त कयन  क  
 भत     तम             द  म     भन   ऩन     ऩ  म   फ ध  क    य  औय     धत ऩ ण  फन न  तथ  न  

  द  म  क      त औय ऩ यक    तम  क  एक  कयन  क    क ऩ  रम     ‖ 
 Stating that India and Italy want to reach and exceed the €20-billion bilateral trade target by 

2029, the leaders said the free trade agreement between the European Union and India 

paves the way in the same direction. 

 न त    न  क    क ब यत औय   र  2029 तक €20                              क     त औय ऩ य 
कयन  च  त    , औय             तथ  ब यत क  फ च भ  त  म ऩ य  भ  त       द   भ  भ       त कयत  
    

 In focus are defence and aerospace, clean technologies, machinery, automotive components, 
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, textiles, agri-food, tourism, and other sectors. 

  म न क  क   य   औय एमय  ऩ  ,         म   क , भ  नय ,    भ     क ऩ न   , य  मन, 

प भ   म   क  ,    , क   -   म, ऩम  न औय   म         
 ―We aim to forge a powerful synergy between Italian design, manufacturing excellence, and 

world-class supercomputers — reflecting Italy‘s position as an industrial powerhouse — and 
India‘s rapid economic growth, engineering talent, scale, and innovation and entrepreneurial 
ecosystem with over 100 unicorns and 200,000 start-ups,‖ said the op-ed, adding that it would 
lead to the co-creation of value. 

 र   भ  क    म , ― भ   र  क       न,    नभ  ण   क   त  औय      तय म   ऩयक  म  य  —      र  
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क  औ म   क    त क  द   त     — तथ  ब यत क  त     थ क     ध,      नम य     तब ,     रत  औय 
100      धक म  नक न  तथ  2,00,000      - ऩ   र  न  च य ए     मभ  रत  ऩ  य  थ तक  त   क  फ च 

   त  र   भ  म  थ  ऩत कयन  च  त    ,‖ औय क    क        म  त  ऩ    भ  म    न       
 ―The growing interest of Italian businesses in the production for India and the increasing 

presence of Indian industries in Italy—numbering over 1,000 from both sides now—is a 
positive sign that will strengthen the integration of our supply chains,‖ it said. 

   भ  क    म , ―ब यत क   रए   ऩ दन भ    र  क   म   म  क  फ त    च औय   र  भ  ब यत म   म    
क  फ त   ऩ  थ त —     फ द न  ऩ      1,000      धक    च क     — एक  क य  भक   क त   ,    
 भ य   ऩ  त       र    क  एक कयण क  भ फ त कय    ‖ 

 The op-ed also highlighted cooperation in digital infrastructure and AI. 

   म  त र   भ       र     यचन  औय AI भ    म   क  ब   भ  त  द      
 ―India‘s Digital Public Infrastructure is already finding resonance with a large number of 

countries, particularly in the Global South...Italy and India have long been collaborating to 

ensure that AI development is responsible and human-centred,‖ it said, emphasising that both 
countries see AI as a powerful instrument for inclusive development, particularly for the 
Global South. 

   भ  क    म , ―ब यत क                         ऩ र     फ      म  भ  द   ,      कय       

     भ ,  ब   ऩ द  कय य     ...  र  औय ब यत र फ   भम    म     न  चत कयन  क   रए   म   कय य      
 क AI क    क      भ द य औय भ न -क   त   ,‖ औय    फ त ऩय   य  दम   म   क द न  द   AI क  
 भ        क   क   रए एक    त  र    धन भ नत    ,      कय  र फर    थ क   रए  

 ―Our approach combines India‘s digital scale with Italy‘s ethical and industrial expertise, 
ensuring technology serves human dignity. By sharing best practices in secure digital 
cooperation, capacity-building and resilient cyber infrastructure, we aim to create an open, 
trustworthy and equitable digital space in which every nation can shape and benefit from AI,‖ 
said Mr. Modi and Ms. Meloni. 

    भ द  औय      भ र न  न  क  , ― भ य      क ण ब यत क       र  भत  क    र  क  न  तक औय 
औ म   क       त  क    थ    त    ,       म     न  चत     क    म   क  भ न    यभ  क       
कय     य  त      र   म  ,  भत   नभ  ण औय भ फ त    फय     यचन  भ      भ  थ    क       
कयक   भ एक   र ,      न म औय  भ न      र     फन न  च  त    ,    भ    म क य    AI क   क य 
द   क  औय      र ब      क  ‖ 

 They said the perspective forms the core of Italy‘s G7 Presidency and outcomes of the AI 
Impact Summit 2026, held in Delhi. 

     न  क    क म      क ण   र  क  G7 अ      औय       भ   म   त AI Impact Summit 

2026 क  ऩ यण भ  क  भ र  ध य     
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20M.  India and Vietnam deepen defence ties with focus on maritime security 

      औ                                                                 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held bilateral talks with Vietnam‘s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister General Phan Van Giang in Hanoi on Tuesday, with both sides 

agreeing to further strengthen defence and strategic cooperation. 

 य   भ                न  भ  र  य क     ई भ    मतन भ क   ऩ ध नभ    औय य   भ     नयर         

       क    थ    ऩ  म   त   क ,    भ  द न  ऩ   न  य   औय यणन  तक   म   क  औय भ फ त कयन  
ऩय   भ त  म त क   

 The Defence Ministry said the talks focused on enhancing collaboration in maritime security, 
defence industry, military training, cybersecurity, capacity building, and regional stability in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

            न  क    क   त   क  क    भ      य  , य     म  ,    म     ण,    फय   य  ,  भत  
 नभ  ण औय     -            म   थयत  भ    म   फ  न  थ   

 The leaders reviewed regional and global security developments and reaffirmed the 
importance of maintaining peace, stability, safety, and freedom of navigation in the region. 

 न त    न      म औय      क   य     न  भ  क   भ    क  औय     भ      त,   थयत ,   य   तथ  
न   न क    त  त  फन ए य न  क  भ    क  द  य म   

 Both countries agreed to expand cooperation through regular dialogues, joint military 
exercises and exchange programmes between their armed forces. 

 द न  द    न   नम भत     द,   म  त    म   म   औय  ऩन         न    क  फ च  द न- द न 

क म  भ  क  भ  मभ      म   फ  न  ऩय   भ त  म त क   
 Mr. Singh reiterated India‘s commitment to supporting Vietnam‘s defence modernisation and 

capacity enhancement initiatives under the bilateral defence cooperation framework, it added. 
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 भ   रम न  क    क         न     ऩ  म य     म      च  क  त त   मतन भ क  य    ध  नक कयण औय 
 भत      ध ऩ र  क   भथ न द न  क  ब यत क    तफ धत  द  य    

 General Phan Van Giang appreciated India‘s continued support and highlighted the long-

standing friendship and growing strategic partnership between the two countries. 

  नयर                न  ब यत क   नय तय  भथ न क   य  न  क  औय द न  द    क  फ च र फ   भम    
चर    य    भ त  तथ  फ त  यणन  तक     द य  क  य     कत  कम   

 During the visit, the two Defence Ministers virtually inaugurated a ‗language lab‘ at the Air 
Force Officers’ College in Vietnam, established with Indian assistance. 

 म    क  द य न द न  य   भ   म  न  ब यत क     मत      थ  ऩत   मतन भ क           ऑ            

भ  एक ‗          ‘ क   च   र      न  कम   
 Mr. Singh also announced the setting up of an Artificial Intelligence lab at the 

Telecommunications University in Nha Trang, it added. 

 भ   रम न  क    क         न             थत                            भ  एक                      

     थ  ऩत कयन  क  ब     ण  क   
 In another key development, India‘s Military College of Telecommunications Engineering 

and Vietnam‘s Telecommunications University signed an MoU on cooperation in Artificial 
Intelligence and Quantum Technology. 

 एक   म भ   ऩ ण    क   भ  ब यत क               ऑ                              औय 
  मतन भ क                             न                       औय                  भ    म   

ऩय एक             (MoU) ऩय   त  य  कए  
 Later, Mr. Singh also called on Vietnam‘s President and General Secretary To Lam and 

conveyed greetings from India‘s President and Prime Minister. 

 फ द भ          न    मतन भ क  य   ऩ त औय भ    च            ब  भ र क त क  औय ब यत क  य   ऩ त 

तथ   ध नभ    क   य      बक भन ए      त क    

 

20M.  U.S. approves $198-mn deal for Apache support 

 अ          अ                  $198-                         

 The U.S. Department of State has approved a possible Foreign Military 
Sale to India for follow-on sustainment support and related equipment for AH-64E 
Apache attack helicopters at an estimated cost of $198.2 million. 

 अ                   न       क  AH-64E अ     अ               क  य य     भथ न औय 
  फ  धत  ऩकयण  क   रए   ब   त                  क  र ब  $198.2        क  
 न भ  नत र  त ऩय भ   य  द      

 According to the notification issued by the U.S., India has requested Apache 
helicopter sustainment support services, along with contractor-provided 

engineering, technical and logistics support services. 

 अ          य    य    ध  चन  क   न   य, ब यत न  अ                                   
क    थ-  थ   क द य     य   द न क    न    र       नम य  , तकन क  औय र            मत  
       क   न य ध  कम      

 The package also includes technical data, publications, personnel training, 
and other related elements of logistics and programme support. 

    ऩ क   भ  तकन क      ,  क  न, क भ म  क      ण तथ  र         औय क म  भ  भथ न 

          म त   ब     भर     
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20M.  A China-U.S. summit that drew global attention 

      -अ                                                  

 As Donald Trump set foot on Chinese soil, the ―Beijing Moment‖ immediately went viral 
around the world. 

                   न       ब  भ ऩय कदभ य  , ―            ‖ त य त    ऩ य  द  नम  भ    मयर     म   
 Why did this historic meeting draw such widespread attention? 

     त    क फ  क न   तन   म ऩक  म न  म   क   त  कम ? 

 What were the important outcomes achieved? 

   फ  क    क न-   भ   ऩ ण  ऩ यण भ    त   ए? 

 And what does it mean for the future development of China-India relations? 

औय   क     -            क  ब   म क    क   क   रए  म   थ    ? 

 I would like to share my observations and thoughts with our Indian friends. 

भ   ऩन          भ   क    थ  ऩन    र कन औय   च य      कयन  च        
 First, why has the China-U.S. Summit captured the world‘s attention? 

 फ   ऩ र ,    -अ                   न       क   म न  म   क   त  कम    ? 

 The world today is fraught with turmoil and instability. 

             त औय    थयत       य          
 The more complex and grave the global situation becomes, the greater the need for a stable 

and constructive China-U.S. relationship. 
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  तन    धक      क   थ त    र औय   ब य   त     य     ,  तन       धक    मकत  एक   थय औय 
यचन  भक    -अ             क  भ     क     य       

 Just as Robert Kuhn, President of the Kuhn Foundation of the U.S. said, ―In an uncertain 

world, a handshake between Chinese and American leaders is the ‗hard currency‘ the global 
market needs most.‖ 

      क  भ  यक    थत               क    म             न  क  , ―एक   न  चत      भ , च न  औय 
 भ  यक  न त    क  फ च   थ  भर न     ‗   त भ   ‘       क       क फ   य क   फ     धक 

   मकत     ‖ 
 This statement captures the shared aspirations of the international community. 

म  कथन   तयय    म  भ द म क        क       क    ब म त कयत      
 As noted by some Indian media outlets, this leaders‘ meeting could be the most significant 

encounter between Chinese and American leaders since Chairman Mao Zedong met 
President Richard Nixon in 1972. 

क                    थ न  क   न   य, म  न त    क  फ  क     1972 भ    म            औय 
य   ऩ त             क  भ र क त क  फ द च न  औय  भ  यक  न त    क  फ च  फ   भ   ऩ ण  ब      
 कत      

Support for a new vision 

 ई                   

 Second, what are the outcomes of the China-U.S. handshake? 

द  य ,    -अ                  क   म  ऩ यण भ य  ? 

 A key outcome of this summit is that the two leaders agreed on a new vision of building a 
constructive China-U.S. relationship of strategic stability, providing strategic guidance for 

bilateral relations over the next three years and beyond. 

      य   भ रन क  एक  भ   ऩ यण भ म  य    क द न  न त    न  यणन  तक   थयत  ऩय  ध  यत एक 

यचन  भक    -अ             क  न       ऩय   भ त  म त क ,       भ  त न     औय          क  
   ऩ  म   फ ध  क   रए यणन  तक भ   द  न  द न कय     

 Both sides will support this new vision with tangible cooperation. 

द न  ऩ     न       क   भथ न       म   क  भ  मभ    कय     
 Economic and trade cooperation is the ―ballast stone‖. 

  थ क औय  म ऩ  यक   म   क  ―              ‖ क    म      
 Among those accompanying Mr. Trump on his visit to China were 17 American business 

titans, including Tesla CEO Elon Musk, Apple CEO Tim Cook and Citi Chair and CEO 
Jane Fraser. 

       क      द य  क  द य न  नक    थ 17  भ  यक    म  ऩ त ब  थ ,   नभ        क  भ  म क म क य  
  धक य         ,      क  भ  म क म क य    धक य         , तथ       क    म  ए   भ  म 

क म क य    धक य              भर थ    
 During the interviews with the media at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, they stated 

that the successful meeting between the two leaders has injected new impetus into U.S.-
China economic and trade cooperation and provided certainty for the global economy. 

         थत         ऑ         भ  भ   म     फ तच त क  द य न     न  क    क द न  न त    क   पर 

फ  क न  अ      -          औ                 भ  न    त  द न क     औय      क  थ  म  थ  क  
  थयत  द      

 After multiple consultations, the two economic and trade teams produced generally balanced 
and positive outcomes, including establishing a board of trade and a board of investment, 

addressing each other‘s concerns regarding market access for agricultural products, and 
expanding two-way trade within the framework of reciprocal tariff reductions. 

क  द य क    त     क  फ द द न    थ क ए    म ऩ  यक   भ  न    भ  मत    त  रत औय  क य  भक 
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ऩ यण भ    त  कए,   नभ              औय            क   थ ऩन , क      ऩ द  क   रए फ   य ऩ   च    
  फ  धत एक-द  य  क   च त    क   भ ध न, तथ  ऩ य ऩ यक    क क  त  क     च  क    त  त    ऩ  म 

 म ऩ य क     त य    भर     
 These efforts have stabilised economic and trade ties as well as market expectations. 

 न  म    न    थ क औय  म ऩ  यक   फ ध  क    थ-  थ फ   य क   ऩ      क  ब    थय  कम      
 Sci-tech cooperation is the ―bellwether‖. 

     -                क  ―               ‖ क    म      
 During this visit, the news that ―NVIDIA founder and CEO Jensen Huang made a dramatic, 

last-minute entry into Beijing aboard Air Force One‖ spread far and wide. 

   म    क  द य न म   भ च य  म ऩक  ऩ    प र   क ―         क     थ ऩक औय भ  म क म क य  
  धक य              न     तभ  ण  भ                        भ  न  क म       कम  ‖ 

 This intriguing detail precisely illustrates that ―decoupling and severing of supply chains‖ is 
unworkable, mutual support and common progress are the right way forward. 

म  य चक    यण  ऩ    ऩ    द   त      क ―  थ क  र    औय  ऩ  त       र    क  त  न ‖ क  न  त 

 म    यक न      ,  फ क ऩ य ऩ यक   म   औय         त        भ        
 The New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman also wrote an article calling on China 

and the U.S. to work together to address the first era in human history in which common 

development and prosperity can only be achieved through global governance, innovation, and 
cooperation. 

              क   त बक य             न  ब  एक र    र कय     औय अ            थ  भरकय क म  
कयन  क      न  कम ,  म  क भ न    त    क      थभ म   भ         क   औय  भ   ध क  र 

     क    न, न  च य औय   म   क  भ  मभ         ब      
 Coordination between China and the U.S. on Artificial Intelligence (AI) is crucial to the 

future of both countries and the destiny of humanity. 

               (AI) क      भ      औय अ       क  फ च  भ  म द न  द    क  ब   म औय भ न त  क  
 नम त क   रए   म त भ   ऩ ण      

 It is hoped that the U.S. will work in the same direction with China, making AI a new frontier 
for China-U.S. cooperation and a new ladder for human progress. 

म      क    त      क अ      ,     क    थ  भ न  द   भ  क म  कय    औय   ई क     -अ       
      क  न    भ  तथ  भ न     त क  न       फन ए    

 People-to-people exchanges are the ―lubricant‖ of bilateral relations. 

  -  -       -        ऩ  म   फ ध  क  ―     ‖     
 During the summit, both leaders emphasised the importance of promoting such exchanges. 

   य   भ रन क  द य न द न  न त    न       द न- द न क  फ     द न  क  भ    ऩय फर  दम   
 This reflects not only the consensus between the two leaders, but also the shared aspirations 

of the two societies. 

म  न क  र द न  न त    क  फ च   भ त क  द   त    , फ  क द न   भ    क        क       क  ब  
  त फ  फत कयत      

 President Xi Jinping had announced an important initiative in 2023 to invite 50,000 young 
Americans to China over a five-year period. 

य   ऩ त            न      2023 भ  ऩ  च     क     ध भ  50,000 म     भ  य कम  क       भ   त 

कयन  क  एक भ   ऩ ण  ऩ र क     ण  क  थ   
 Over the past three years, more than 40,000 American youths have participated in exchange 

and study programmes, significantly boosting interactions between the two peoples, 
especially among young people. 

 ऩ र  त न     भ  40,000      धक  भ  यक  म      न   द न- द न औय   ममन क म  भ  भ  ब    रम  
  ,       द न  द    क  र   ,      कय म     , क  फ च   ऩक  भ    र  न म     ध         
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 A poll by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs showed that 53% of Americans favour 
friendly cooperation and engagement with China. 

               ऑ        अ         य   कए  ए एक     ण भ  ऩ म   म   क 53%  भ  यक      क  
  थ भ   ऩ ण    म   औय   ब   त  क   भथ न कयत      

The Taiwan question 

           

 Sensitive issues are the ―red line‖. 

    दन  र भ  द  ―        ‖     
 The Taiwan question was an important topic taken up at the summit. 

              य   भ रन भ     म   म  एक भ   ऩ ण     म थ   
 President Xi emphasised that the Taiwan question is the most important issue between 

China and the U.S. 

य   ऩ त    न     फ त ऩय फर  दम   क           ,     औय अ       क  फ च  फ   भ   ऩ ण  भ  द      
 If it is handled properly, the overall relationship will be stable. 

म द       चत          ब र   म , त   भ    फ ध   थय य      
 Otherwise, the two countries will have clashes and even conflicts, and the entire relationship 

will be in great jeopardy. 

  मथ , द न  द    क  फ च  कय   औय म    तक  क       ब      कत    ,         ऩ ण    फ ध   ब य   क  भ  
ऩ    ए     

 ―Taiwan independence‖ and cross-Strait peace are as irreconcilable as •re and water. 

―                 ‖ औय  र भ भ म क  द न   कन य  क  फ च     त,    औय ऩ न  क  तय  ऩय ऩय 
    त     

 China and the U.S. both agree on the vital importance of safeguarding cross-Strait peace and 

stability. 

    औय अ       द न   र भ भ म     भ      त औय   थयत  फन ए य न  क    म त भ    ऩय   भत     
 The U.S. must exercise the utmost prudence in handling the Taiwan issue. 

अ       क               क    ब रन  भ    म धक    ध न  फयतन  च   ए  
 In an exclusive interview with Fox News, Mr. Trump made it clear that ―we are not looking at 

somebody say ‗let‘s go independent because the United States is backing us‘. I‘m not looking 
to have somebody go independent and we‘re supposed to travel 9,500 miles to fight a war.‖ 

          क   दए  ए एक            क य भ         न   ऩ    कम   क ― भ म  न    च  त   क क   म  

क    क ‗ भ   त        ए   म  क  भ  यक   भ य   भथ न कय य      ‘ भ  म  न    च  त   क क     त  त  
क     ण  कय  औय  पय  भ  9,500 भ र द य   कय म  ध र न  ऩ   ‖ 

 This demonstrates that the U.S. has understood China’s position and responded to China’s 

concerns. 

म  द   त      क अ       न      क    थ त क   भ      औय   क   च त    क    य  दम      

China-U.S. stability supports Asia 

   -अ                                     

 Third, what does the China-U.S. rapprochement mean for China-India relations? 

त  य ,    -अ              क     -            क   रए  म   थ    ? 

 Some people worry that the rapprochement between China and the U.S. may compress 
India’s diplomatic and strategic space. 

क   र    क   च त      क     औय अ       क  फ च फ त   नक त ,      क  क  न  तक औय यणन  तक     

क     भत कय  कत      
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 Such concerns are unwarranted. 

     च त ए   नय ध य     
 The remarkable achievements of China and India are built on the hard work and wisdom of 

their own peoples, and are by no means the result of others‘ generosity, much less subject to 
the ups and downs of any single bilateral relationship. 

    औय      क    र  न म  ऩर  धम    नक   ऩन  र    क  क   भ  नत औय फ   धभ   ऩय  ध  यत   , 
औय     क     म द   क   द यत  क  ऩ यण भ न      , न        क   एक    ऩ  म   फ ध क   त य-च    ऩय 
 नब य     

 The strategic stability of China-U.S. relations provides positive and stable expectations for 
the world, which will benefit India, Asia, and the world as a whole. 

   -अ              क  यणन  तक   थयत       क   रए  क य  भक औय   थय  ऩ   ए   द न कयत    , 
          ,      , औय   ऩ ण       क  र ब       

 China deeply understands India’s aspiration for national rejuvenation and sincerely supports 
India’s foreign policy of strategic autonomy. 

   ,      क  य    म ऩ न  थ न क   क     क    य       भ त     औय      क  यणन  तक    म त  
ऩय  ध  यत   द   न  त क   भ नद य      भथ न कयत      

 We stand ready to work with the Indian side to strengthen high-level exchanges, deepen 

mutually beneficial cooperation, enhance people-to-people exchanges and promote 
multilateral coordination within mechanisms such as BRICS, so as to achieve the sustained, 

healthy and stable development of bilateral relations. 

 भ        ऩ  क    थ   च तय म     द क  भ फ त कयन , ऩ य ऩ यक र बक य    म   क    य  कयन , 
 न-  - न  द न- द न क  फ  न  तथ            भ च  क    त  त फ  ऩ  म  भ  म क         त कयन  
क   रए त म य   , त  क    ऩ  म   फ ध  क   तत,    थ औय   थय   क      न  चत  कम      क   

 The way for major countries to get along well lies in seeking common ground while reserving 
di•erences and coexisting peacefully. 

 भ   द    क  फ च     द ऩ ण    फ ध  क  भ     भ नत    क     , भतब द  क    य  त य त    ए     तऩ ण  
  -   त   भ   न  त     

 The path to regional prosperity lies in common progress and shared flourishing. 

    म  भ   ध क  भ            त औय   भ   क   न त भ   न  त     
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20M.  Decoding the Musk vs. Altman verdict 

         ऑ                      

 OpenAI was founded as a nonprofit aiming to build ethical, open-source artificial general 
intelligence. 

     ई क   थ ऩन  एक    -              क   ऩ भ  क     थ ,    क    द  म न  तक ए    ऩन-

                           क   नभ  ण कयन  थ   
 Years later, Elon Musk filed a lawsuit accusing CEO Sam Altman, OpenAI president Greg 

Brockman, and Microsoft of manipulating him into donating to a public-interest 
organisation which later created a for-profit subsidiary. 

    फ द,         न  एक भ कदभ  द मय कयत    ए CEO     ऑ     , OpenAI   म            , 

तथ            ऩय  य ऩ र  म   क     न       एक             क  द न द न  क   रए  ब   त  कम , 
   न  फ द भ  एक                      थ  ऩत कय र   

 In 2015, a small group of researchers and technology entrepreneurs gathered in San 
Francisco to create what they described as a gift to humanity, eventually to turn into enemies 
defining the future of artificial intelligence (AI) in a courtroom. 

    2015 भ ,   धकत     औय    म   क    म भम  क  एक       भ                भ  एक  त     

त  क           थ   थ  ऩत कय  क           न  भ न त  क   रए एक  ऩ  य फत म ,  क त  फ द भ      
र    म म रम भ  क   भ फ   धभ   (  ई) क  ब   म क  ऩ यब   त कयन    र    त       फन  ए  

 OpenAI was founded on the premise that if artificial general intelligence (AGI) was coming 

regardless, it was better to have safety and ethics-conscious researchers build it. 
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     ई क   थ ऩन       च य ऩय क     थ   क म द क   भ   भ  म फ   धभ   (    ई) क    भन 

 न  चत   , त        य   औय न  तकत  क    त       धकत        य    क  त  कम    न  फ  तय       
 AGI is the kind of AI that can match or surpass human cognition. 

    ई     क य क  क   भ फ   धभ         भ न  म     न  भक  भत  क  फय फय  कय  कत      थ   
    ऩ य कय  कत      

 The group decided to create the initiative as a nonprofit and if the technology ever arrived, it 
would belong to everyone, as open source. 

 भ   न     ऩ र क  एक   य-र बक य     थ  क   ऩ भ   थ  ऩत कयन  क   नण म  रम  औय म   नध   यत 

 कम   क म द म     म   क    क  त   त    , त     भ  त   त क   ऩ भ   ब  क    ऩ         
 OpenAI’s CEO Sam Altman even went as far as to design the company‘s board such that it 

could fire him too if he ever came in the way of its core mission. 

     ई क  भ  म क म क य    धक य      ऑ      न  म    तक    न  चत  कम   क क ऩन  क   नद  क 

भ  र     क य फन म    ए  क म द    कब     थ  क  भ र   द  म भ  फ ध  फन , त       ब  ऩद       म     
 क   

 That founding promise, to build ethical AGI, years later brought Elon Musk and Mr. Altman to 
a federal courthouse in California. 

न  तक     ई   क  त कयन  क         थ ऩक   द      फ द         औय       भ न क  
            क  एक     म  द रत तक र   म   

 Mr. Musk brought forward the lawsuit against Mr. Altman, accusing him, OpenAI president 
Greg Brockman, and Microsoft, of manipulating him into donating to a public-interest 

organisation only for it to later attach a for-profit subsidiary and accept billions from 
Microsoft. 

   भ क न        भ न,      ई क    म            , तथ            क      ध भ कदभ  द मय 
कयत    ए  य ऩ र  म   क     न       एक  न  तक य      न क  द न द न  क   रए    यत  कम ,      फ द 

भ  एक र बक य     मक क ऩन  भ  ऩ य  त  त कय               यफ    रय क   न       क य  कम   म   
 On May 18, a nine-person jury took less than two hours to throw out Mr. Musk‘s case against 

Mr. Altman. 

18 भ  क  न   द म म   य  न  द          ब  कभ  भम भ     भ क क        भ न क      ध भ भर  क  
   य  कय  दम   

 The verdict did not settle the question of whether OpenAI broke faith with its founding mission 

but instead, it was settled on a procedural issue - that Mr. Musk had waited too long to sue. 

म   नण म      न क   भ ध न न    कय ऩ म   क  म       ई न   ऩन  भ र   द  म            त 

 कम  थ , फ  क म  एक    म  भक भ  द  ऩय  ध  यत थ  —  क    भ क न  भ कदभ  द मय कयन  भ  
  म धक   र फ  कम   

 In the American legal system, civil claims must be filed within a fixed window of time, crossing 
which the claim becomes invalid. 

 भ  यक     धक  म  थ  भ  द   न  द    एक  नध   यत  भम  भ  क  ब तय द मय  कए   न     मक   त  
  ,    क  फ द द     भ  म      त      

 The jury said Mr. Musk‘s claim fell outside the statute of limitations. 

  य  न  क    क    भ क क  द     भम  भ    फ ध     धक    ध न क  फ  य थ   
 The judge concurred, but Mr. Musk‘s lawyers have signalled that they might appeal. 

 म म ध   न  ब     भत      भ त  म त क ,  क त     भ क क   क र  न    क त  दम      क     ऩ र कय 
 कत      

 The merits of the case were never discussed. 

भ भर  क     त  क   ण-द    ऩय कब  चच   न    क      

The nonprofit debate 

   -            
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 Trial testimony and evidence showed OpenAI’s leadership had anxiously tracked Google’s 
acquisition of another AI research giant DeepMind in 2014. 

भ कदभ  क  द य न   त त      म  औय    म     म   ऩ        क      ई क  न त        2014 भ  
        य  ए    न   ध न क ऩन           क    ध  ण ऩय   य   च त  क    थ न य य     ए थ   

 OpenAI’s executives argued that the nonpro•t structure was not su•cient to compete with 
bigshots like Google. 

     ई क    धक  यम  न  तक   दम   क           फ   क ऩ नम       त ऩध   कयन  क   रए   य-
र बक य    यचन  ऩम   त न    थ   

 Mr. Musk was the company‘s biggest early donor, contributing around $38 million. 

   भ क क ऩन  क    य  बक चयण क   फ   फ   द नद त  थ ,      न  र ब  38  भ रमन   रय क  म  द न 

 दम   
 But, the economics of building AGI turned out to be brutal. 

 क त      ई क   नभ  ण क    थ क    त  कत    म त क  य    ध      
 Training large models requires computing infrastructure that costs billions of dollars. 

फ   भ  र  क       त कयन  क   रए  यफ    रय भ  म क     णन  भक     यचन  क     मकत    त  
    

 By 2019, a year after Mr. Musk‘s departure from the OpenAI board, the company decided it 

could not remain competitive as a pure nonprofit. 

    2019 तक,       भ क क       ई  नद  क भ  र     र    न  क  एक     फ द थ , क ऩन  न  म  

 नण म  रम   क    ऩ ण त    य-र बक य     थ  क   ऩ भ    त ऩध  न    य   कत   
 It attached a for-profit subsidiary to the existing organisation, with the nonprofit retaining 

oversight and a capped return structure for investors. 

  न  भ   द      न क    थ एक र बक य     मक क ऩन      ,  फ क   य-र बक य     थ  न  ऩम    ण 

  धक य फन ए य   औय  न   क  क   रए    भत   तपर   यचन   नध   यत क   
 Microsoft came in with an initial investment that year, and kept coming, eventually investing 

more than $135 billion and holding a significant share in OpenAI. 

                  न    य  बक  न     कम  औय फ द भ   नय तय  न    कयत    ए 135  यफ   रय      धक 

क   न    कय      ई भ  भ   ऩ ण       द य     त कय र   
 This is the transformation Mr. Musk‘s lawsuit sought to attack, from nonprofit to a 

commercially driven AI laboratory he had set out to oppose. 

म      ऩ य त न थ          भ क क  भ कदभ  च न त  द न  च  त  थ  —  थ  त   एक   य-र बक य     थ     
 म     मक  ऩ      च  रत ए    म    र  भ   ऩ  तयण,    क       य ब      य ध कयत   ए थ   

Claims that did not make it to trial 

                                    

 The bit that went to trial eventually was a much smaller subsect of the original claims Mr. 
Musk had filed in 2024. 

  तत     ब   भ कदभ  तक ऩ   च ,        2024 भ            य  द मय भ र द    क  एक फ  त      
      थ   

 Several of his claims were dropped or narrowed before the trial even began. 

भ कदभ  क      त    ऩ र      नक  क  द    क       दम   म   थ      भत कय  दम   म   
 Mr. Musk claimed that Microsoft’s investment in OpenAI had aided it to breach its charitable 

mission. 

   भ क न  द     कम   क           क       ई भ   न      क  ऩय ऩक य  भ र ब  न  क    र  न भ  
   मक फन   

 But, despite a Microsoft executive testifying that the company had invested billions in 
OpenAI, the jury dismissed the claim. 
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 क त ,           क  एक   धक य     य  म         दए   न  क  फ    द  क क ऩन  न       ई भ  
 यफ    रय क   न     कम    ,   य  न     द    क     य  कय  दम   

 Mr. Musk also filed an antitrust claim against OpenAI and Microsoft, alleging that the two 

companies were colluding to dominate the AI market. 

   भ क न       ई औय           क      ध एक   त ऩध  -  य ध  द    ब  द मय  कम ,    भ  
 य ऩ र  म   म   क द न  क ऩ नम   ए   फ   य ऩय  ब     थ  ऩत कयन  क   रए  भर ब त कय य       

 This claim has not reached the jury yet. 

म  द     ब  तक   य  क   भ  न    ऩ   च      
 Judge Gonzalez Rogers heard arguments and signalled she was sceptical, noting the 

aggressive competition already playing out across the AI industry. 

 म म ध                 न  तक    न  औय म    क त  दम   क        कत   ,  म  क ए     म   भ  ऩ र  
      त     त ऩध   चर य       

 OpenAI on its part filed a countersuit accusing Mr. Musk of running a years-long harassment 

campaign against the company. 

द  य   य,      ई न    त  द द मय कयत    ए    भ क ऩय क ऩन  क      ध          ऩ  न   बम न 

चर न  क   य ऩ र  म   
 That case is separate and still ongoing. 

   भ भर   र     औय  ब  ब    य      

Key takeaways from the proceedings 

                        

 The legal question the jury resolved was procedural. 

  य     य    र  म   म     धक   न    म  भक थ   
 But the three weeks of testimony preceding the verdict were pure Silicon Valley tech theatre. 

 क त   नण म    ऩ    त न   त   तक चर       म   ऩ ण त               क  तकन क  न  क मत  क   भ न 

थ    
 Mr. Musk‘s lawyers assembled a long roster of witnesses who testified that Mr. Altman is not 

trustworthy. 

   भ क क   क र  न        क  एक र फ    च    त त क ,      न  म        द   क    ऑ      

     न म न        
 Mira Murati, who served as OpenAI’s chief technology officer, told the court that Mr. Altman 

had lied about a safety review in the past. 

     ई क  भ  म    म   क    धक य  य  च क               न   द रत क  फत म   क       भ न न  
 त त भ  एक   य    भ    क     म भ      फ र  थ   

 Ilya Sutskever, one of the company‘s founding researchers, had spent more than a year 

building a case for Mr. Altman's removal from the company, assembling a 52-page memo that 
described a pattern of dishonesty and internal manipulation. 

क ऩन  क     थ ऩक   धकत     भ     एक                न        भ न क  क ऩन        न  क   रए एक 

         धक  भम तक भ भर  त म य  कम  तथ  52 ऩ     क    ऩन त म य  कम ,    भ  फ  भ न  औय 
  त यक   यप य क  ऩ  न  क   ण न  कम   म  थ   

 In November 2023, OpenAI’s board brie•y •red Mr. Altman and reversed course within 

days. 

न  फय 2023 भ       ई क   नद  क भ  र न       त    ध क   रए       भ न क  ऩद         दम  थ , 
 क त  क       दन  भ   ऩन   नण म फदर  दम   

 Mr. Altman returned and Mr. Sutskever eventually left the company. 

      भ न   ऩ  र    ए औय   तत         क  य न  क ऩन      द   
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 OpenAI’s lawyers demonstrated that while still on the board in 2017, Mr. Musk himself had 
pushed to restructure OpenAI as a for-pro•t entity, including an attempt to fold it into Tesla 

under his control. 

     ई क   क र  न  म   द   त  कम   क     2017 भ   नद  क भ  र भ  य त    ए   म     भ क न  
     ई क  र बक य     थ  क   ऩ भ  ऩ न    त कयन  क   म    कम  थ ,    भ       नक   नम  ण भ  
      क    थ    न  क  क     ब     भर थ   

 Mr. Musk‘s argument that he had always opposed commercialisation now sat awkwardly 
alongside evidence that he had sought to commercialise the company himself, especially on 
the condition that he be in charge. 

   भ क क  म  तक   क     न   द    म    म कयण क    य ध  कम ,  फ  न    म  क    थ      

 त त       न   म   ऩ        क      म  क ऩन  क   म    म कयण कयन  च  त  थ ,      कय तफ  फ 

 नम  ण  नक    थ भ      
 The immediate winner from the latest verdict is OpenAI. 

न  नतभ  नण म    त क र र ब    त   न    र     थ       ई     
 The lawsuit had cast a shadow over the company‘s plans for its upcoming IPO that could 

value it at close to a trillion dollars. 

   भ कदभ  न  क ऩन  क     भ    ऩ   म  न    ऩय   न  चतत    ऩ न कय द  थ ,    क  भ  मभ    
  क  भ  म  कन र ब  एक    रमन   रय तक ऩ   च  कत  थ   

 There is a larger question the verdict leaves entirely unanswered. 

  र   क, म   नण म एक फ     न क  ऩ ण त   न   यत     द त      
 The trial showed how OpenAI's founding principles were abandoned in pursuit of 

competition. 

भ कदभ  न  म  द   म   क   त ऩध   क  द   भ       ई क     थ ऩक    ध  त  क   क   क य  म    दम  
 म   

 The nonprofit structure still exists, and the OpenAI nonprofit now controls assets of more than 

$200 billion. 

  य-र बक य    यचन   फ ब     त   भ    , औय      ई क    य-र बक य     थ   फ $200  यफ    
  धक क  ऩ य  ऩ  म  क   नम   त कयत      

 But what that oversight means in practice was not explored in court. 

 क त   म    यक  ऩ       ऩम    ण क   म   थ    ,       म क   म म रम भ  क      त त ऩ त र न    
क      
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20M. China’s new worldview and the future of global politics 

        ई          औ                          

 Through its initiatives and its critique of the current order, China is seeking to lead 
multilateralism. 

 ऩन                  तथ                       क   र चन  क  भ  मभ   ,              क  
न त    कयन  क   म   कय य       

 U.S. President Donald Trump completed his visit to the People’s Republic of China on 

May 14 and 15, 2026, a first in nine years. 

अ                          न  14 औय 15 भ , 2026 क                    क   ऩन  म    ऩ य  
क ,    न      भ  ऩ र      म    थ   

 The entire world watched this visit with great anticipation. 

ऩ य  द  नम  न     म    क    म धक     कत  क    थ द     
 However, it appears that the visit was a stalemate and little was achieved by way of progress, 

and the two sides are not even closer to returning to the state of managed rivalry. 

  र   क,      त त   त      क म  म      तय धऩ ण  य   औय    त क   ऩ भ  फ  त कभ  ऩर  ध     र 

   , तथ  द न  ऩ   नम   त   त      त  क    थ त भ  र  न  क  ब   नक  न     ए  
 China frames it as ―constructive strategic stability‖, but it seems to be unwilling to make any 

concessions to achieve that and puts the burden of instability squarely on the U.S. 

च न     ―यचन  भक   भ यक   थयत ‖ क   ऩ भ    त त कयत    ,  क त       त त   त      क           त 

कयन  क   रए क    यम मत द न  क  त म य न       औय    थयत  क  ऩ य  द  म   अ       ऩय   रत      

China’s strategic outlook 

                      

 One of the expressions used by Chinese President Xi Jinping right at the start of his readout, 

that the ―transformation not seen in a century is accelerating across the globe‖, merits special 
attention. 

च न  य   ऩ त               य   ऩन    त म क      त भ   म  त म    ब म  त  क ―एक  द  भ  न 

द     ए ऩ य त न     बय भ  त     त    फ  य     ‖,        म न द न  म  म     
 While this is not the first time Mr. Xi has used this expression in front of the U.S. President, 

its last usage led to a binary in which the ball was in the American court to choose whether 
they wanted confrontation or cooperation. 
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म म ऩ म  ऩ र  फ य न        फ       न  अ               क   भ       ब म  त क   म    कम    , 
 क त   ऩ र  फ य   क   ऩम   न          ध य    थ त   ऩ न क  थ     भ  म   नण म  भ  यक  ऩय 
     दम   म  थ   क     कय   च  त     म    म    

 This time, it‘s a choice on whether or not the two sides can avoid a Thucydides’ trap that 

would eventually lead them towards conflicts or confrontations. 

   फ य   न म      क  म  द न  ऩ                    फच  कत    ,      तत              थ    कय   

क   य र      कत      
 This term made its first appearance in December 2017, during China‘s ambassadorial work 

conference, when Mr. Xi said that the world is undergoing ―profound changes unseen in a 
century‖. 

म    द ऩ र  फ य  द  फय 2017 भ  च न क  य  द त क म    भ रन क  द य न   भन   म  थ ,  फ       न  
क   थ   क      ―एक  द  भ  न द     ए   न ऩ य त न ‖       य य       

 It reflects China‘s assessment that the global power transition has entered its most decisive 
stage and China‘s eclipsing of the U.S. is a matter of time. 

म  च न क      करन क  द   त      क      क    त ऩ य त न  ऩन   फ    नण  मक चयण भ       कय 
च क     औय अ       क  ऩ       न  क  र  भम क  फ त     

 Chinese analysts have assessed that China‘s GDP is set to bypass the United States by 

2030. 

च न     र  क  क   करन     क     2030 तक च न क      ऩ              अ       क  ऩ य कय 
  ए    

 The reference to a century is what makes it especially curious. 

एक  द  क    दब  क    र              ऩ    य चक फन त      
 China seems to be thinking that a century ago, driven by the decline of Europe across two 

world wars, global power made a transatlantic shift, making the U.S. the most powerful 

country in the world, and made liberalism its most central standpoint. 

च न क   त त   त      क    म  भ नत      क एक  द  ऩ    द      म  ध  क  द य न म य ऩ क  ऩतन क  क यण 

     क    त क    र    क ऩ य  थ न  तयण    ,    न  अ       क       क   फ      त  र     त 

फन   दम  तथ   द य  द क    क  क   म     क ण  थ  ऩत  कम   
 Before that, the 19th century saw a different form of globalisation in the rise of colonialism and 

imperialism. 

     ऩ र ,   न       त  द  भ   ऩ न     द औय      म  द क   दम क   ऩ भ       कयण क  एक  ब न 

   ऩ द     म  थ   
 In a similar fashion, China‘s rise is projected as inevitable and its rise as a norm-building 

power even more certain. 

     क य, च न क   दम  ऩ य  म  तथ  एक भ नद  - नभ  त     त क   ऩ भ    क   ब य औय ब    धक 

 न  चत फत म     य       
 It underpins China‘s confidence in ascending to what it calls its rightful place in the 

international system. 

म    तयय    म  म  थ  भ   ऩन  ―  चत  थ न‖ ऩय ऩ   चन  क  च न क    भ       क   ध य  द न कयत  
    

 It seems that China views Brexit and the first election of Donald Trump as U.S. President 
— driven by a conservative, insecure, to a large extent supremacist and deglobalisation-
driven agenda as signs of the inevitable decline of the West, the roots of which were seen in 
the 2008 financial crisis. 

     त त   त      क च न        औय            क   थभ फ य अ               च न    न  क  —    
एक      द ,    य  त, क प   द तक     त   द  तथ       कयण-  य ध  ए           यत थ  — ऩ  चभ क  
  न  म  ऩतन क    क त क   ऩ भ  द  त    ,    क          2008 क      म   क  भ   द    द  थ    
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 After this, China emerged as a new voice of globalisation and began strongly criticising the 
West for its withdrawal from globalisation, just as the prosperity was beginning to spread 
away from traditional centres of power. 

  क  फ द च न      कयण क  एक न       क   ऩ भ   बय  औय   न       कयण    ऩ      न  क   रए 

ऩ  चभ क  त    र चन    य ब कय द ,   क      भम  फ  भ   ध ऩ य ऩ यक    त क       फ  य प रन  
र   थ   

Reshaping global dynamics 

                             

 Towards the goal of its rise, China has accelerated its assault on the current international 
order through initiatives like the Global Development Initiative (GDI) and the Global 
Security Initiative (GSI). 

 ऩन   दम क  र म क   द   भ  च न न                           (     ई) औय                 
          (     ई)      ऩ र  क  भ  मभ     त भ न   तयय    म  म  थ  क  च न त  द न  त   कय 
 दम      

 China is using these to discredit the U.S.-led order by portraying it to be divisive and 
disruptive, while presenting its own approach to global security as driven by ―common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable‖ security. 

च न  न ऩ र  क   ऩम   अ      -                   क    ब  नक य  औय     नक य     ध कयन  क  
 रए कय य     ,  फ क  ऩन       क   य     ध यण  क  ―    ,  म ऩक,   म    भक औय  तत‖   य   
क   ऩ भ    त त कय य       

 Through its initiatives and critique of the current order, China is seeking to and in some cases 
is, leading multilateralism and south-south cooperation, while undercutting norms of the liberal 
order. 

 ऩन  ऩ र  औय  त भ न  म  थ  क   र चन  क  भ  मभ    च न फ  ऩ   द औय द  ण-द  ण   म   

क  न त    कयन  क   म   कय य     , औय क   भ भर  भ  कय ब  य     ,  फ क  द य  द   म  थ  क  
भ नद    क  कभ  य कय य       

 For countries like India, this increased power rivalry makes life more difficult. 

          द    क   रए म  फ त     त   त      त  ऩ य  थ तम  क    धक क  न फन  य       
 In the phase where there was a managed competition between the U.S. and China, other 

countries worked their way to hedge their bets between the two. 

   चयण भ ,  फ अ       औय च न क  फ च  नम   त   त ऩध   थ ,   म द    न  द न  क  फ च   त रन 

 थ  ऩत कयन  क  यणन  त  ऩन   थ   
 However, now they are facing trade wars and tariffs, supply chain volatilities, the risks arising 

from the U.S.-Israel war on Iran and overall strategic instability. 

 क त   फ     म ऩ य म  ध  औय    क ,  ऩ  त       र  क     थयत   , अ      -          य  ई    क  
    ध म  ध      ऩ न     भ  तथ   भ    भ यक    थयत  क    भन  कय य       

 Add to it the rapid rise of arti•cial intelligence and its potential impact on the job markets, and 
the result is a volatile mix. 

  क    थ क   भ फ   धभ   क  त    दम औय   क  य    य फ   य  ऩय   ब   त  ब   क       दम    ए, 

त  ऩ यण भ एक   म त    थय ऩ य  थ त क   ऩ भ    भन   त      
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20M. Nigeria says its joint strikes with 
the U.S. have killed 175 IS militants 

                     अ                     

        175 IS                  

 A joint operation against Islamic State 
militants by Nigeria and the United States has 

killed 175 of the militants over the past few days, 
the Nigerian military said on Tuesday. 

           औय             अ          य          

                क    र प चर ए  ए   म  त   बम न 

भ   ऩ र  क    दन  भ  175  त क  द  भ य   ए   , म  

  नक य  न     यम     न  न  भ  र  य क  द   
 It added that the strikes also destroyed 

weapons, checkpoints and financial networks of the 
militants across the northeastern region of the 
country. 

   न  म  ब  क    क  न  भर  भ  द   क    य-ऩ        भ  
 त क   दम  क    थम य, च कऩ    औय     म न   क  ब  
न   कय  दए  ए  
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20M India’s EV ambition needs a grid strategy to match 

         ई                 अ                                     
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20M. India’s EV ambition needs a grid strategy to match 

         ई                 अ                                     

 Every time crude prices spike as a result of tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, India’s import 

bill bleeds. 

 य फ य  फ      ऑ         भ  तन   क  क यण                   फ त    , तफ      क   म त  फर 

  ब य  ऩ     ब   त   त      
 The latest escalation in West Asia has prompted two-wheeler commuters in Patna and Pune 

to browse electric vehicle (EV) prices with genuine intent. 

            भ     रम  तन   फ न  क  फ द      औय      क  द ऩ  म     न  ऩम  कत      त  क   च 

क    थ              (ई  ) क  क भत  द  न  र       
 Short daily commutes, immediate fuel savings, and low switching costs mean that two-

wheelers will lead India’s electric transition — and rightly so. 

     द  नक म   ए ,    यत  धन फचत औय कभ ऩ य त न र  त म     न  चत कयत      क द ऩ  म     न 

                       क  न त    कय    — औय म    चत ब      
 But the visibility of this shift risks obscuring where the deeper infrastructure challenge truly 

lies: not in scooters, but in the grid that must eventually power freight. 

 क त     ऩ य त न क    मत        त  क   न     यचन  भक च न त  क    ऩ   कत    ,     क  य  भ  
न    फ  क       म त     भ   न  त           तत  भ र ऩ य  न क        द न कयन        
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The arithmetic of a second power system 

                           

 India has approximately 420 million registered vehicles. 

     भ  र ब  42 कय   ऩ   क त    न     
 Full electrification of this fleet across all vehicle categories, accounting for their vastly 

di•erent energy intensities and annual usage would require generating an additional 900 
TWh to 1,100 TWh per year. 

 ब     न    णम  क     ऩ य  फ    क  ऩ ण     म त कयण,  नक   ब न         मकत    औय      क 

 ऩम   क   म न भ  य त    ए,   त       त य त 900 TWh    1,100 TWh    म त   ऩ दन क  भ    

कय     
 Even at 50% fleet conversion by 2047, a moderate assumption, the additional demand is 

roughly 500 TWh, equivalent to roughly a third of India’s current annual electricity generation. 

म द     2047 तक क  र 50% फ    क        म त कयण   ,    एक भ मभ  न भ न   , तफ ब    त य त 

भ    र ब  500 TWh     ,         क   त भ न      क    म त   ऩ दन क  र ब  एक- त    क  फय फय 
    

 Electrifying Indian transport means building a substantial expansion of the power system, 

approaching the scale of the one that took seven decades to construct. 

              क     म त कयण क   थ        म त  ण र  क   तन  फ      त य कयन ,        ण र  क  
र ब   भ न  तय क          फन न  भ    त द क र    

 It is tempting to assume that two-wheeler-led adoption keeps grid impact gradual. 

म  भ न र न   क  क     कत      क द ऩ  म     न  क  न त      र  म  ऩ य त न     ऩय  ब   क  ध य -
ध य  फ  ए    

 Voters experience the transition as scooters on their streets; governments announce it as 
subsidies at rallies. 

भतद त     ऩ य त न क   ऩन    क  ऩय  क  य  क   ऩ भ   न ब  कयत    ,  फ क  यक य      य  रम  भ  
       क   ऩ भ      त कयत      

 But even 309 million electric two-wheelers — the largest vehicle class — would add only 
about 55 TWh-75 TWh (based on 5,000 km-7,000 km annual use at 0.035 kWh/km), less than 
7% of total projected EV demand at full conversion. 

 क त  30.9 कय    र    क द ऩ  म     न —     फ   फ      न        — ब  क  र र ब  55 TWh    
75 TWh   त य त भ      ऩ न कय    (0.035 kWh   त  कर भ  य क  दय    5,000-7,000  कर भ  य 

     क  ऩम   क   ध य ऩय),    ऩ ण     म त कयण ऩय  न भ  नत क र     भ    क  7%    ब  कभ     
 The political visibility of two-wheelers is thus inversely proportional to their grid impact. 

    क य, द ऩ  म     न  क  य  न  तक   मत   नक       ब   क    ऩय त  न ऩ त भ      
 The data in this article is based on the author‘s estimates, derived from •eet-scale modelling 

using VAHAN National Register data, the Parivahan analytics portal, CSTEP freight 
electri•cation research, and ICCT heavy-duty vehicle analysis. 

   र   भ    त त   क   र  क क   न भ न  ऩय  ध  यत   ,                         ,        

               , CSTEP क  भ र ऩ य  न    म त कयण  न   ध न, तथ  ICCT क  ब य     न  क  
   र  ण      क  त भ   र   क  भ  मभ       त  कम   म      

 Goods vehicles are segmented into HGV and MGV categories with differentiated energy 

intensity and annual mileage. 

भ र    न  क       त  त  औय      क द य  क   ध य ऩय        औय           णम  भ    ब   त  कम  
 म      

 The figures cited reflect the mid-range of three scenarios, with full-conversion estimates noted 
as upper bounds. 
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   र  त   क   त न ऩ य  म  क  भ म- तय म  न भ न  क  द   त    ,  फ क ऩ ण     म त कयण क   न भ न 

  चतभ   भ  क   ऩ भ  द   ए  ए     
 The heavier lift belongs to freight and here the numbers are stark. 

 फ   फ   च न त  भ र ऩ य  न     भ    , औय म      क     म त   ब य     
 A single heavy goods vehicle produces emissions equivalent to roughly 25 passenger cars. 

एक  क र                र ब  25 म    क य  क  फय फय      न कयत      
 India has approximately 6.26 million heavy goods vehicles (HGVs), each consuming 1.2 to 

1.5 kWh per kilometre over 60,000 km a year. 

     भ  र ब  62.6 र                 (      )   ,   नभ       म क   त     60,000  कर भ  य क  
द य  ऩय 1.2    1.5 kWh   त  कर भ  य      क   ऩब   कयत      

 Electrifying them alone would require 450 TWh to 565 TWh annually. 

क  र  नक     म त कयण      त     450 TWh    565 TWh   त य त      क     मकत    ऩ न 

कय     
 Add nearly a million medium goods vehicles (MGVs) at lower but still significant energy 

intensities, and total freight electricity demand approaches 500 TWh to 600 TWh — several 
times the two-wheeler total, from barely 2% of the registered fleet. 

म द र ब  10 र                 (      ) ब       दए   ए ,   नक          मकत ए  कभ 

 क त  भ   ऩ ण    , त  क र भ र ऩ य  न    म त भ    500 TWh    600 TWh तक ऩ   च   त     —    
क र ऩ   क त    न  क  भ   2%            ऩ न द ऩ  म     न  क  क र भ       क    न    धक     

 When policymakers speak of ―electrifying India’s roads,‖ they are largely speaking about 
electrifying India’s supply chains. 

 फ न  त- नभ  त  ―                          ‖ क  फ त कयत    , त        त  भ                 
         क     म त कयण क  फ त कय य     त      

 This is already visible on the ground. 

म    थ त  फ धय तर ऩय ब   ऩ    द    द न  र       
 Across several States, fleet operators seeking high-tension depot connections face long 

delays. 

क  य  म  भ    च-         ऩ  कन   न    त कयन  क   म   कय य   फ      च रक  क  र फ    र फ क  
  भन  कयन  ऩ  य       

 The challenge is not only technical but also financial: discoms, already burdened by 
significant accumulated losses, face distribution upgrades that they have not budgeted for. 

म  च न त  क  र तकन क  न    फ  क     म ब    ,  म  क ऩ र     ब य              य    फ र    तयण 

क ऩ नम  क        तयण   नमन कयन  ऩ  य        नक   रए फ    नध   यत न     कम   म  थ   
 What happens at seven in the evening? 

  भ   त फ    म      ? 

 Annual demand figures tell only half the story. 

     क भ    क    क   क  र  ध  क  न  फत त      
 Grids are stressed not by yearly consumption but by instantaneous demand. 

    ऩय दफ        क  ऩत    न    फ  क त  क  रक भ       ऩ त      
 If millions of vehicles charge during the evening peak, modelling suggests additional loads of 

several hundred gigawatts even under managed conditions. 

म द र       न   भ क   म त  भम भ  च      त    , त  भ   र   क   न   य  नम   त ऩ य  थ तम  भ  ब  
क               त य त ब य   ऩ न     कत      

 Without management, the risk extends to grid instability, supply disruptions, and tariff spikes 
affecting all consumers, not just EV owners. 

  चत  फ धन क   ब   भ  म      भ        थयत ,    म त  ऩ  त   फ  धत   न  औय  ब   ऩब  त    क  
 ब   त कयन    र     क     ध तक प र  कत    , न  क क  र     भ  रक  तक  
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 The tools exist: time-of-use pricing, workplace charging during solar hours, battery storage 

at hubs, and swapping networks for lighter vehicles. 

  क   भ ध न  ऩर ध   :    -                   ,   य       ऩर धत  क   भम क म  थर ऩय 
च     ,  फ  ऩय फ  य  ब   यण, तथ    क     न  क   रए फ  य      ऩ   न   क   

 Several States have introduced early EV tariff frameworks. 

क  य  म  न    य  बक ई              र     कए     
 But no national standard ensures that chargers installed today can respond to grid signals. 

 क त      क   य    म भ नक न          म     न  चत कय   क     थ  ऩत  कए    य   च   य ब   म भ  
      क त  क   न  ऩ क म  कय  क   

 Every conventional charger installed now is a retrofit cost later. 

    थ  ऩत  कम   म    म क ऩ य ऩ यक च   य ब   म भ    त य त     धन र  त क  क यण फन     

What the grid actually needs 

                          

 EV charging at this scale places two distinct demands on the generation system. 

    तय ऩय ई             म त   ऩ दन  ण र  ऩय द   र - र   क य क  भ       ऩ न कयत      
 The first is sheer volume. 

ऩ र  भ      म धक भ    क      
 Hundreds of terawatt-hours of new supply. 

  क     य    -     न     म त  ऩ  त   क     मकत        
 The second is reliability: freight depots, highway chargers, and urban networks need power 

around the clock, not only when the sun is up or the wind blows. 

द  य     मकत       न मत  क    : भ र ऩ य  न   ऩ , य  भ    च   य औय   य  न   क  क  च फ         
 फ र  च   ए, क  र तफ न     फ   म  चभक य      म      चर य       

 Any credible strategy must address both. 

 क   ब       न म यणन  त क   न द न     मकत    क   भ ध न कयन        
 Each major source brings a distinct strength. 

  म क  भ          त  ऩन          भत  र कय  त      
 Solar and wind power offer the lowest marginal cost and fastest scalable deployment 

but operate at 25%-30% capacity factors, requiring storage or complementary generation for 
reliability. 

    औय           म नतभ   भ  त र  त तथ   फ   त      त य म  म त न त   द न कयत    ,  क त  म  
25%-30%  भत  क यक ऩय क म  कयत    ,    रए      न मत  क   रए ब   यण म  ऩ यक    म त   ऩ दन 

   मक   त      
 Nuclear power provides high-capacity-factor, low-carbon baseload independent of weather, 

but with long build cycles and high upfront costs. 

            भ  भ      त     च  भत  क यक   र  कभ-क फ न  ध यब त    म त  द न कयत    ,  क त  
  क   नभ  ण च  र फ  औय   य  बक र  त   म धक   त      

 Pumped hydro and batteries bridge variability and demand, while gas can manage short-
term peaks during the transition. 

           औय            ऩ दन भ   त य-च    तथ  भ    क    तय क    त  रत कयत    ,  फ क     

   भण क र क  द य न   ऩक  रक   च भ    क   फ धन कय  कत      
 What does not belong in this mix is expanded coal use. 

    भ ण भ      त   क     त य न      न  च   ए,             क  फ        ऩम    
 If incremental terawatt-hours come mainly from coal, India merely replaces oil dependence 

with coal dependence — importing from Australia and Indonesia instead of the Gulf, without 

emissions gains. 

म द   त य त   य    -     भ  मत  क मर      त    , त       क  र त र ऩय  नब यत  क  क मर  ऩय 
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 नब यत     फदर द    —  थ  त      द    क   थ न ऩय ऑ        औय                म त कय   ,  फन  
     न भ   क      त  क कभ  क   

 The logic of electrification breaks if the grid is not cleaner than the fuel it replaces. 

म द    म त         धन      धक      न                 त थ  ऩत कय य     , त     म त कयण क  
तक       पर      त      

 A diversified clean portfolio, where each source plays to its strengths, could cut required new 
capacity by half or more. 

एक     ध क त           ऩ   प  रम ,    भ    म क   त  ऩन   भत  क   न   य क म  कय ,    मक 

न   भत  क   ध  म       ब    धक कभ कय  कत      
 For highway corridors and urban hubs needing firm baseload, micro modular nuclear 

reactors offer a weather-independent solution located close to demand centres. 

य  भ      रम य  औय   य  क    क    थय  ध यब त       द न कयन  क   रए                      
       भ    क    क   नक    थत भ  भ-  त    भ ध न  द न कयत      

 There is a downstream dimension as well. 

  क  एक द   क  रक ऩ र  ब      
 Hundreds of millions of EV batteries will eventually reach end-of-life, and India does not yet 

have recycling infrastructure at anywhere near the required scale. 

कय    क     म  भ  ई              तत   ऩन   ऩम      न क    त तक ऩ   च   , औय      क  ऩ    ब  
   मक  तय क   न  ऩ ऩ नच  ण     यचन   ऩर ध न        

 Without it, the transition risks creating a new waste crisis even as it solves an energy one. 

  क   ब   भ  म  ऩ य त न        क  क   भ ध न कयत    ए ब  एक नए  ऩ       क  क    भ द  
 कत      

Steps to take 

                   

 There are four things that would make a di•erence. 

    च य फ त           त  क ऩ य त न र   कत      
 The draft National Electricity Policy includes EV demand projections, but they do not yet 

drive capacity planning. 

भ  द                     भ      भ    क   न भ न    भर   ,  क त      ब  तक  भत   नम  न क  
 ध य न    फन      

 Making EV load a primary variable modelling 30%, 50%, and 100% fleet electri•cation by 
2047 would give the sector clarity. 

म द     2047 तक 30%, 50% औय 100%    न    म त कयण क  भ  र भ      ब य क   भ   चय फन म  
  ए, त              क   ऩ    द    भर     

 Smart-charging capability must be mandated for all new infrastructure at the 
equipment standard level. 

 ब  न      यचन    भ   ऩकयण भ नक  तय ऩय  भ   -च       भत  क    न  म  फन म    न  च   ए  
 The Golden Quadrilateral and Dedicated Freight Corridors need a joint power-mapping 

exercise before electric trucks reach commercial scale. 

                 औय                       क     म त  क  क   म     मक  तय ऩय ऩ   चन     ऩ र  
  म  त    म त-भ न च ण   म   क     मकत      

 An inter-Ministerial mechanism bridging transport, power, and distribution finance would 
ensure that no part of the system plans in isolation. 

ऩ य  न,      औय   तयण     क     न    र  एक   तय-भ   रम  त   म     न  चत कय     क  ण र  क  
क   ब  ब    र -थर  म  न  न फन ए  
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 And strengthening discom finances through a reformed Revamped Distribution Sector 
Scheme (RDSS) with EV-readiness benchmarks is essential to making last-mile delivery 

viable. 

औय    -त ऩयत  भ नक  क    थ      धत                               (RDSS) क  भ  मभ    
       क      म   थ त क  भ फ त कयन     तभ चयण क   ऩ  त   क   म   म  फन न  क   रए    मक 

    
 The commuter in Patna choosing an electric scooter this week is making the right call. 

     त        भ   र    क  क  य च नन    र  म         नण म र  य       
 The question is whether planning is keeping pace with the ambition. 

  न म      क  म  म  न   नभ  ण    भ    क     क   न  ऩ   त फन ए य  ऩ  य       
 India’s EV transition is inevitable. 

        ई              म ब        
 The task now is to build the grid that makes it sustainable. 

 फ च न त        म त     क   नभ  ण कयन            द   क  रक  ऩ      क   फन   क   
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20M. Revealed: how humans evolved in the past 10,000 years alone 

      :       10,000                              

 Even though some of the human remains the scientists examined were 18,000 years old, 
they were able to obtain enough genetic material to meaningfully calculate gene 
frequencies for the last 10 millennia alone. 

म म ऩ      नक     य  ऩय  ण  कए  ए क        अ     18,000            थ ,  पय ब     ऩम   त 

                  त कयन  भ   पर य  ,        ऩ र  क  र 10           क   रए             क  
  थ क  णन  क      क   

 The study is in fact the largest survey of ancient human genomes to date. 

म    ममन    त  भ   फ तक क                                          
 People who lived and died thousands of years ago have left behind their skeletal remains as 

a legacy. 

   य      ऩ र      त य   औय भ  म  क     त   ए      न   ऩन     थ-       क  एक   य  त क   ऩ भ  
ऩ             
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 In recent years, scientists have isolated and sequenced the DNA from more and more of 

these remains. 

  र क      भ       नक  न   न        भ       धक  धक       क  ऩ थक कय   क   न  भण  कम      
 A team of researchers led by scientists at the Harvard Medical School in the U.S. has 

compared 15,836 ancient DNA sequences from across Western Eurasia with the sequences 

of 6,438 modern people from the same countries. 

अ       क                     क       नक  क  न त      र    धकत     क  एक   भ न                  
क     ब न            त 15,836   च न   एनए  न  भ  क  त रन        द    क  6,438  ध  नक र    क  
 न  भ     क   

 (Western Eurasia includes Europe, Russia, Central Asia, the Middle East and Iran.) 

(                भ  म य ऩ,   , भ म ए  म , भ म ऩ    औय  य न    भर    ) 
 The comparison revealed evidence that for many genes for which two sequence variants 

have been known, one variant had undergone a sustained increase or decrease in frequency 
relative to the other over the past eight to 10 millennia. 

   त रन     म   भ ण  भर   क  न क       न  भ ,   नक  द   न  भ  क य   त थ ,  ऩ र        द  

      दम  क  द य न एक  क य क        भ  द  य  क  त रन  भ   नय तय     ध म  कभ       
 Using new statistical methods coupled with computer simulations, the team found that these 

changes in frequency can be attributed in many cases to natural selection rather than to 
processes like genetic drift and population migration. 

न       मक म    धम  तथ  क  म  य   भ र  न क   ऩम   कयत    ए   भ न  ऩ म   क       भ  म  ऩ य त न 

 न क भ भर  भ              क  क यण   ए   , न  क                औय  न   म      न      
   म    क  क यण  

 The oldest remains examined were dated to 18,000 years ago — yet the scientists were able 
to obtain enough genetic material to meaningfully calculate gene frequencies for the last 10 
millennia alone. 

  न  फ     च न        क     च क    ,    18,000     ऩ य न  थ  —  पय ब       नक  ऩ र  10 

      दम  क   रए   न      म  क    थ क  णन  कयन    त  ऩम   त  न     क   भ      त कयन  भ  
 पर य    

 The study is, in fact, the largest survey of ancient human genomes to date. 

   त  भ , म    ममन  फ तक क    च न भ न    न भ  क   फ   फ       ण     

Carbon dating 

             

 Scientists figure out how ancient a skeleton is by measuring the relative amount of carbon-
14, also known as radioactive carbon, in its bones and teeth. 

     नक  क   क क र क    च नत  क   नध  यण   क      म  औय द  त  भ   ऩ  थत      -14,      
य   म धभ  क फ न ब  क     त    , क    ऩ   भ    क  भ ऩकय कयत      

 Carbon-14 is a carbon isotope generated when cosmic rays collide with nitrogen atoms in the 

earth‘s upper atmosphere. 

     -14 एक क फ न  भ थ  नक   ,    तफ   ऩ न   त      फ   भ    म  कयण  ऩ     क   ऩय    म भ  र 

भ  न     न ऩयभ ण        कय त      
 Its chemical properties are identical to that of the non-radioactive isotopes carbon-12 and 

carbon-13. 

  क  य   म नक   ण   य-य   म धभ   भ थ  नक       -12 औय      -13 क   भ न   त      
 When an individual is alive, the fraction of carbon-14 in the body is the same as that in the 

carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, and in the plants and animals consumed as food. 

 फ क       त   त    , तफ   क   य य भ  क फ न-14 क   न ऩ त       त          म भ  र भ   ऩ  थत 

क फ न           तथ  ब  न क   ऩ भ   ऩब    कए   न    र  ऩ ध  औय   न य  भ    त      
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 This level begins to drop after death. 

भ  म  क  फ द म   तय   न  र त      
 Radioactive decay turns carbon-14 back into nitrogen and there is no way to replenish its 

level. 

य   म धभ   म क फ न-14 क  ऩ न  न     न भ  ऩ य  त  त कय द त     औय   क   तय क  ऩ न  बयन  क  क   

तय क  न      त   
 Carbon-14 decays with a half-life of 5,730 years. 

     -14 क   ध - म  क र 5,730       त      
 That is, the fraction of radioactive carbon relative to non-radioactive carbon halves every 

5,730 years. 

 थ  त,   य-य   म धभ  क फ न क  त रन  भ  य   म धभ  क फ न क   न ऩ त   म क 5,730     भ   ध       त  
    

 So after 50,000 years, the fraction of radioactive carbon 14 remaining in the bones and teeth 
is only two-thousandth that at the time of death. 

    क य 50,000     क  फ द     म  औय द  त  भ      य   म धभ  क फ न-14 क  भ    भ  म  क   भम क  
भ    क  क  र द -   य    ब   य    त      

 An instrument called a mass spectrometer is used to measure the relative amounts of each 

carbon isotope, then estimate the age of its source. 

               न भक  ऩकयण क   ऩम     म क क फ न  भ थ  नक क    ऩ   भ    क  भ ऩन  तथ  
  क    त क   म  क   न भ न र  न  क   रए  कम    त      

Blood types, gluten, colours 

        ,       ,     

 The human body has two copies of a gene called ABO. 

भ न   य य भ  ABO न भक   न क  द    तम     त      
 Each copy comes in three variants, called A, B, and O. 

  म क   त क  त न  क य   त    ,       A, B, औ  O क     त      
 Which combination of variants we have determines our blood type. 

 न  क य  क  क न-     म  न  भ य  ऩ     , म    भ य  य त  भ   क   नध   यत कयत      
 These blood types appeared very early in evolution and we share them with other great apes. 

म  य त  भ     क   क     म  भ  फ  त   य  बक  भम भ    ऩ न   ए थ  औय  भ        म भ  न क ऩम  
क    थ      कयत      

 The researchers found that over the last 6,000 years, the B variant has been occurring more 
commonly among the West Eurasians, with a concomitant decrease in the A variant. 

  धकत     न  ऩ म   क  ऩ र  6,000     भ                 ई र    भ  B        धक   भ  म   त   म  
  ,  फ क   थ    A      भ  कभ         

 The A and B variants are associated with opposite e•ects with respect to many traits. 

A औय B       न क   ण  क    दब  भ    ऩय त  ब              ए     
 Therefore, it may be that a population bene•ts by maintaining an optimal balance to respond 

to changing pathogenic exposures. 

 त    ब      क फदरत  य   नक   ऩक  क    भन  कयन  क   रए क    न   म  एक   त  रत  न ऩ त 

फन ए य न     र ब    त   त      
 Similarly, a variant of the HLA-DQB1 gene makes people susceptible to coeliac disease. 

     क य, HLA-DQB1     क  एक  क य र    क             क    त     दन  र फन त      
 In individuals with two copies of this variant, the gluten in wheat, barley, and rye triggers the 

immune system to attack the small intestine, leading to diarrhoea, vomiting, and abdominal 
pain. 

  न  म  तम  भ      क य क  द    तम     त    ,  नभ       ,    औय य   भ   ऩ  थत  र   न   तय   त   क  
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       त ऩय   भण कयन  क   रए    यत कयत    ,       द त,      औय ऩ   दद        भ म ए    ऩ न 

  त      
 In the past 4,000 years, the frequency of occurrence of the disease-causing variant has 

increased from 0% to 20%. 

 ऩ र  4,000     भ     य     ऩ न कयन    र   क य क        0%    फ कय 20%           
 Since agriculture also began 10,000 years ago, the researchers have clari•ed that the 

increase was ―not a phenomenon only or largely of the rise of agriculture‖ even as they admit 
what could have driven the increase remains unknown. 

च   क क    क      त ब  र ब  10,000     ऩ र      थ ,    रए   धकत     न   ऩ    कम   क म  

    ध ―क  र म  भ  मत  क    क   दम क    न  न    थ ‖, म म ऩ    म     क य कयत      क        ध क  
   त  क क यण  ब  ब     त     

 Also around 8,000 years ago, humans began to select for gene variants in several genes that 
produce lighter skin tones and pigmented hair. 

र ब  8,000     ऩ र  भन  म  न   न   न  क य  क  चमन कयन    य ब  कम       क    च  य   औय 
य   त फ र   ऩ न कयत      

 The researchers have suggested this was an adaptation in response to having to synthesise 
more vitamin D in regions with low sunlight, especially among farmers whose diets supplied 

little of it. 

  धकत     न         दम   क म  कभ   म  क     र       भ    धक         D    र   त कयन  क  
   मकत  क    त एक  न क रन थ ,      कय  न  क  न  भ    नक     य भ    क  भ    कभ थ   

Ancient genes, modern traits 

         ,                  

 Possessing two copies of the 32 variant of the CCR5 gene makes an individual completely 
resistant to HIV-1 infection. 

CCR5     क  32      क  द    तम    क    म  त क  HIV-1       क    त ऩ ण त    तय ध  फन  द त  
    

 The frequency of this variant among Western Eurasians increased from 2% to about 8% 

between 6,000 and 2,000 years ago. 

               ई र    भ      क य क        6,000    2,000     ऩ    क  फ च 2%    फ कय र ब  8% 

       
 This predated the origin of HIV, however, which happened only in the early 20th century. 

  र   क म  ऩ य त न HIV क    ऩ      ऩ र      थ ,  म  क HIV क    ब  क  र 20     त  द  क    य ब 

भ       
 Put another way, other unknown ancient pathogens must have driven this increase, as 

scientists have previously hypothesised. 

द  य    द  भ ,   म    त   च न य   नक  न         ध क     यत  कम      ,       क      नक ऩ र  ब  
 न भ न र   च क      

 Perhaps the most interesting signals of ancient selection were found in the gene 
combinations today associated with ‗modern‘ traits such as performance on intelligence tests, 
household income, years of schooling, and healthy lifestyle (e.g. faster walking pace). 

  ब त    च न चमन क   फ   य चक   क त  न   न   म  न  भ  ऩ ए  ए       ‗ ध  नक‘      त       
       ,      फ   धभ   ऩय  ण  भ   द  न, ऩ  य   यक  म,      क     , औय    थ    न  र  ( द  यण थ  
त   चरन  क    त)  

 Smoking was unknown to Eurasia until Christopher Columbus introduced tobacco from the 

Americas less than 600 years ago. 
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         भ  ध  ऩ न    त थ ,  फ तक  क                र ब  600     ऩ र   भ  यक     त फ क  
न    र ए  

 The study found that the gene variants associated today with smoking were selected against 
even in those ancient times. 

  ममन भ  ऩ म   म   क    ध  ऩ न           न  क य  क      ध चमन  न   च न क र  भ  ब     य   
थ   

 However, it is not clear what traits governed the selection in that time. 

  र   क म   ऩ   न        क     भम क न-        त ए     चमन क   नम   त कय य   थ    
 As the researchers wrote: ―it will be of interest to apply similar approaches to ancient DNA 

time series over longer times and to other world regions. 

      क   धकत     न   र  : ―र फ   भम   धम  तथ       क    म      क    च न   एनए  भम-

    र    ऩय  भ न    धम  क  र    कयन    चकय       
 This would allow more generalizable insights by identifying which patterns of selection are 

shared and which are distinctive to Holocene West Eurasia.‖ 

     म  ऩ च नन  भ     मत   भर     क क न-   चमन   त ऩ         औय क न-     र   न क र न 

ऩ  चभ  म य   म  क   रए          ,         धक   भ  म क त   त     म      त      ‖ 
 South Asians have genetic contributions from ancestors from Iranian Neolithic Farmers 

and western steppe herders; from indigenous Eastern Eurasian ancestors, including ancient 
ancestral South Indians; and East and Southeast Asian and Australasian ancestors. 

          ई र    भ  ई                   औय ऩ  चभ     ऩ  ऩ  ऩ रक ;   द    ऩ    म य   म   

ऩ     ,   नभ    च न द  ण ब यत म ऩ        भर   ; तथ  ऩ    औय द  ण-ऩ    ए  म   ए       र   म   

ऩ      क   न     क म  द न     
 A comparable ancient DNA study of our ancestors is likely to be just as fascinating. 

 भ य  ऩ      ऩय  ध  यत      क य क    च न   एनए   ममन ब   तन      क  क   न  क    ब  न  
य त      

 But we need to •rst start assembling our own legacy: the remains of our ancestors from 
thousands of years ago. 

 क त    क   रए  भ  ऩ र   ऩन    म  क    य  त   क रत कयन      :    य      ऩ य न   ऩन  ऩ      क  
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20M. Zwan-Wolf eet: stream 
diverter 

    -         :               

 The solar wind is a stream of 
charged particles flowing outwards 
from the sun. 

          म     फ  य क   य      त   न  
  र       त कण  क  एक ध य      

 As the solar wind nears the 
magnetic field of a planet, it becomes 
compressed near the magnetic 
boundaries. 

 फ   य ऩ न  क      क  च  फक म     क  
 नक  ऩ   चत    , त     च  फक म   भ    क  
ऩ     क  चत      त      

 This creates a difference in 
pressure, or pressure gradient, that 

squeezes the charged particles along 
the magnetic field, away from the 
stream. 

     द फ भ    तय,  थ            , 
  ऩ न   त    ,         त कण  क  
च  फक म     क    थ-  थ ध य     द य क  
 य   ऩ   त कयत      

 As a result, closer to the 
stream is an area with a lower density 
of charged particles. 

  क  ऩ यण भ   ऩ ध य  क   नक  एक 

        फनत               त कण  क   न   कभ   त      
 This is called the Zwan-Wolf effect. 

        -          क     त      
 In a new study published in Nature Communications, researchers from France, the U.K., 

and the U.S. used the NASA MAVEN spacecraft to find evidence of the Zwan-Wolf effect at 
Mars. 

                 भ   क   त एक नए   ममन भ      ,      , औय अ       क    धकत     न          
MAVEN अ          क   ऩम   कयक          ऩय     -          क   भ ण       

 The finding is important because Mars does not have a strong, global magnetic field like the 
earth. 

म      भ   ऩ ण      म  क         क  ऩ                 त  र       क च  फक म     न        
 The researchers did say in their paper that the Zwan-Wolf effect is likely continuously active 

at Mars but that it might be too weak most of the time to be detectable by other scientific 
instruments. 

  धकत     न   ऩन    ध-ऩ  भ  क    क     -            ब त  भ  र    ऩय  नय तय    म य त    , 
 क त    धक     भम म   तन  कभ  य     कत      क   म      नक  ऩकयण     य    क  ऩत  न 

र  म      क   
 MAVEN had recorded the data containing the effect in December 2023, when a powerful 

solar storm called a coronal mass ejection struck Mars. 
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MAVEN न      ब        फ  धत   क    द  फय 2023 भ  द    कए थ ,  फ                   न भक 

एक    त  र    य त   न न          क   ब   त  कम   
 The event created intense magnetic structures in Mars‘s magnetic field that moved 

downwards into the planet‘s ionosphere. 

     न  न  भ  र    क  च  फक म     भ  त   च  फक म   यचन ए    ऩ न क  ,       क   मनभ  र क   य 
न च  क   द   भ  फ     

 These structures squeezed the charged particles in the ionosphere towards the planet‘s unlit 
side, reducing the local density of the particles by around 50%. 

 न   यचन    न   मनभ  र भ   ऩ  थत      त कण  क     क    धक यभम ब   क   य   ऩ   त कय 
 दम ,       कण  क   थ न म  न   र ब  50% तक कभ     म   

 According to the researchers, the findings indicate that even ―unmagnetised‖ planets like 
Mars can experience complex magnetic phenomena like the Zwan-Wolf effect. 

  धकत     क   न   य, म   न क     क त द त      क              ―अ       ‖    ब      -          

        र च  फक म   न    क   न ब  कय  कत      

 

20M. Watch, but do not wait 

       ,                   

 Extra caution should guide international responses to the 
Ebola outbreak. 

           क    त   तयय    म   त  म    क  भ   द  न   त य त         
क    थ  कम    न  च   ए  

 With unusual alacrity, WHO declared a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern over the Ebola outbreak in 

central Africa, not even waiting for the advice of an emergency 
committee of expert panellists, as is convention. 

   भ  म        क    थ,          न  भ म    क  भ  प र             

क  र कय अ                                                 त कय द , 
औय ऩय ऩय  क   न   य        ऩ नर क   ऩ त   भ त क   र   क   त    ब  
न    क   

 WHO has nevertheless been feted for swift action by global 
health experts, given that there are several unknowns arising from the 
current strain responsible for the outbreak — the uncommon 
Bundibugyo strain. 

 पय ब ,      क      म         न           क     यत क य     क   य  न  
क    ,  म  क  त भ न  क ऩ क   रए    भ द य    भ  म                    
  फ  धत  न क   न  चतत ए  भ   द     

 This strain has caused fewer outbreaks in the past and the 
e•cacy of usually e•ective countermeasures such as vaccines 
(highly e•ective against the common Zaire strain) and other 
therapies, are currently untested with Bundibugyo. 

      न न   त त भ  कभ  क ऩ   ऩ न  कए    औय   भ  मत   ब    भ न    न  
  र    तय ध  भक  ऩ म,        क  (     भ  म           क      ध   म धक 

 ब      ) तथ    म  ऩच य,  त भ न भ                न ऩय ऩय   णत न        
 The new Ebola outbreak was noti•ed in the eastern 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Uganda. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
9 

नए            क    चन  ऩ                           (      ) औय         भ  द      
 It is said to be smaller and con•ned to a limited cross-border region between the two nations, 

but there are still concerns that because of the ongoing con•ict and displacement in the 
region, cases might go undetected, leading to a spread, and impairing access to care. 

क      य       क म   ऩ   क त         औय द न  द    क  फ च    भत   भ -ऩ य     तक    भत   ,  क त  
 ब  ब  म   च त  फन          क     भ    य        औय    थ ऩन क  क यण क  भ भर   नद    य   कत    , 
         भण प र  कत     तथ   ऩच य तक ऩ   च फ  धत     कत      

 According to WHO, as on May 16, 2026, eight laboratory-con•rmed cases, 246 suspected 
cases, and 80 suspected deaths have been reported in the DRC’s Ituri province. 

         क   न   य, 16 भ  2026 तक        क             भ      म    र -ऩ    भ भर , 246 

   द ध भ भर  औय 80    द ध भ त  द   क         
 Two lab-con•rmed cases (including one death) with no apparent link to each other have been 

reported in Kampala, Uganda. 

        क  य  ध न         भ  द   म    र -ऩ    भ भर  (  नभ  एक भ  म     भर   ) द    कए  ए   , 
  नक   ऩ  भ  क    ऩ     फ ध न    ऩ म   म   

 WHO has listed a clutch of factors — high positivity rate of the initial samples (eight positives 
among 13 samples); the con•rmation of cases in Kampala; increasing trends in syndromic 
reporting of suspected cases; and clusters of deaths across Ituri province — that point 

towards a potentially much larger outbreak than what is being detected. 

         न  क  क यक  क    र    कम     —   य  बक नभ न  भ    च ऩ          दय (13 नभ न  भ     
   ऩ      ),        भ  भ भर  क  ऩ    ,    द ध भ भर  क        भक  यऩ      भ  फ त       , तथ  
           भ  भ  म   भ    क   ऩ  थ त —        य   क त कयत      क    त  क  क ऩ  त भ न भ  ऩ च न 

 कए    य   भ भर     क      धक फ       कत      
 At any rate, WHO has rightly taken a riskaverse pathway, when dealing with a condition that 

has a 50% fatality rate. 

 क   ब    थ त भ ,          न    चत  ऩ        भ- नय ध      क ण  ऩन म    ,  म  क म  एक     
फ भ य        क  भ  म  दय 50% तक     

 While it says that mortality rates can range between 25% and 50% depending on the viral 
strain, access to medical care, and speed of treatment, there are unknowns this time arising 
out of the Bundibugyo strain. 

म म ऩ     न क  क न      क भ  म  दय   मयर    न,  च क        ध  तक ऩ   च औय  ऩच य क    त क  
 ध य ऩय 25%    50% क  फ च     कत    ,  क त     फ य                      फ  धत क    न  चतत ए  
भ   द     

 Ebola is contagious, can spread from person to person, with exposure to body •uids and 

contaminated surfaces, and can be vicious; the horri•c 2014-16 outbreak which swept across 
Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, resulted in over 28,600 reported cases and 11,325 

deaths. 

      एक     भक य     ,      य  यक     औय     भत  त   क    ऩक      म  त     म  त भ  प र 

 कत     औय   म त   तक     कत    ;     2014-16 क  बम नक  क ऩ,    न      ,           औ  
            क   ब   त  कम  थ ,   भ  28,600      धक भ भर  औय 11,325 भ त  द   क     थ    

 By issuing the highest level of global alert early on, WHO has solicited the co-operation of the 

world in handling the crises. 

     क  तय क      च च त  न    य  बक चयण भ    य  कय          न       क      नऩ न    त       

 भ द म क    म    भ   त  कम      
 Outbreak control activities at this stage must unfailingly include e•ective patient and contact 

tracing, intensive support for every patient, safe and digni•ed burials, vaccinations, if they 
work, and social mobilisation to spread information about the disease among the public. 

   चयण भ   क ऩ  नम  ण   त   धम  भ   ब    य    ए     ऩक   न य  ण,   म क य    क    न    मत , 
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  य  त औय   भ न नक    तभ    क य,   क कयण (म द     ब       ध   ), तथ   नत  क  फ च फ भ य  

  फ ध    नक य  प र न  क   रए   भ   क     कत    बम न   न  म   ऩ       भर   न  च   ए  

 
 

20M. WHO worried about ‘scale and speed’ of deadly Ebola outbreak as 131 

killed 

 131                                       ‘       औ     ’         WHO        

 The World Health Organization on Tuesday voiced concern about the ―scale and speed‖ of 
an Ebola outbreak that has killed an estimated 131 people in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and warned it could be lengthy. 

                   न  भ  र  य क             क  ―ऩ भ न  औय   त‖ क  र कय  च त   म त क ,    भ  
                       भ   न भ  नत 131 र    क  भ त    च क    , औय च त  न  द   क म  र फ   भम 

तक चर  कत      
 The UN health agency has declared the surge of the highly contagious haemorrhagic fever 

an international health emergency and called an urgent meeting on the crisis. 

                          न    म धक     भक य त     फ   य क      क ऩ क    तयय    म      म 

 ऩ तक र     त  कम     औय   क  ऩय एक  ऩ त फ  क फ र       
 No vaccine or therapeutic treatment exists for the Bundibugyo strain of Ebola which is 

responsible for the outbreak declared in the east late last week. 

  फ र  क                  क   रए क        न म   ऩच य  ऩर ध न      ,     ऩ र    त   ऩ        भ  
    त  क ऩ क   रए    भ द य     
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 Ebola has killed more than 15,000 people in Africa in the past half-century. 

  ऩ र   ध   द  भ  अ     भ   फ र  15,000      धक र    क    न र  च क      
 With the recent cases largely concentrated in difficult-to-access areas hit by long-running 

conflicts, few samples have been laboratory-tested and figures are based mostly on 
suspected cases. 

    रम  भ भर  भ  म  ऩ    र फ   भम           ब   त द   भ      भ  क   त   ,      फ  त कभ नभ न  क  
 म    र     च        औय   क     धक   त     द ध भ भर  ऩय  ध  यत     

 ―We have recorded roughly 131 deaths in total and we have around 513 suspected cases,‖ 
Congolese Health Minister Samuel Roger Kamba said. 

                          अ            न  क  , ― भन  क र र ब  131 भ त  द   क     औय  भ य  ऩ   

र ब  513    द ध भ भर     ‖ 
 ―The deaths we are reporting are all the deaths we have identified in the community, without 

necessarily saying that they are all linked to Ebola.‖ 

 ―  न भ त  क   भ  यऩ    कय य     ,     भ द म भ  ऩ च न      ब  भ त    , र  कन म    य  न     क    
 ब   फ र             ‖ 

 WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said he was ―deeply concerned about the scale 
and speed of the epidemic‖. 

 WHO  भ         अ               न  क    क    ―भ  भ य  क  ऩ भ न  औय   त क  र कय   य      
 च  तत‖     

 Speaking from the DRC, Anne Ancia, the WHO‘s representative, told presspersons in 
Geneva that a vaccine candidate called Ervebo was among those being looked at but it was 
likely to take at least ―two months for it to be available‖. 

           फ रत    ए WHO क    त न ध ऐ         न    न    भ  ऩ क य     क    क Ervebo न भक 

     न   भ द  य ऩय   च य  कम     य     , र  कन   क   ऩर ध   न  भ  कभ    कभ ―द  भ  न ‖ र  

 कत      
 The DRC’s deadliest Ebola outbreak, between 2018 and 2020, claimed nearly 2,300 lives 

from 3,500 cases. 

        भ  2018    2020 क  फ च   ए  फ     तक  फ र   क ऩ भ  3,500 भ भर  भ  र ब  2,300 र    
क  भ त     थ   

 

20M. Long-running inter-ethnic conflicts muddy DR Congo’s Ebola outbreak 
response 

                    अ   -               DR Congo    Ebola                    
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 Attempts to get a grip on the Ebola outbreak currently spreading in the eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo have been complicated by the restive region‘s litany of long-running 

conflicts. 

 ऩ    Democratic Republic of Congo भ  प र य   Ebola outbreak ऩय  नम  ण ऩ न  क   म      

    त     भ  र फ   भम    चर य         क  क यण    र     ए     
 The Rwanda-backed M23 militia has set up a parallel administration in swathes of the 

territory it has seized from the Congolese government in the east, already the scene between 
2018 and 2020 of the central African country‘s deadliest Ebola epidemic to date. 

 Rwanda-backed M23 militia न  ऩ        भ  Congolese  यक य    क   ए  ए  र क  भ   भ न  तय 
    न  थ  ऩत कय  रम    ,    2018    2020 क  फ च भ म    क  द   क   फ तक क   फ     तक 

Ebola epidemic क  क   य  च क      
 The outbreak‘s epicenter is in Ituri province on the border with Uganda and South Sudan in 

the Congolese northeast, where the violence wrought by various armed groups has led to 
intense episodes of internal displacement. 

     क ऩ क  क   Congolese   य-ऩ    भ  Ituri province भ    ,    Uganda औय South Sudan क  
  भ  ऩय   थत   ,         ब न       भ       य  प र            न  फ   ऩ भ न  ऩय   त यक    थ ऩन 

क    भ  दम      

Lendu-Hema convict 

 Lendu-Hema       

 Since 2017, the areas north of Bunia, the provincial capital, have been torn apart by a violent 
conflict between the Lendu, a group mainly made up of settled farmers, and the Hema 

people, typically nomadic herders. 

 2017       त म य  ध न  Bunia क    य क      भ  म  ऩ    फ     ए  क  न  क   भ   Lendu औय 
 भत य ऩय   भ त  ऩ  ऩ रक  क   भ द म Hema क  फ च     क           ब   त य       

 Massacres leaving up to dozens of people dead are regularly reported. 

 द  न  र    क  भ त   र  नय    य  क   फय   नम भत  ऩ      भन   त  य त      
 The town of Mongbwalu, the latest Ebola outbreak‘s ground zero, is on the turf of the self-

proclaimed Cooperative for the Development of Congo (Codeco), a militia claiming to 

defend Lendu interests. 

 न  नतभ Ebola  क ऩ क  क   Mongbwalu   य   म ब  Cooperative for the Development of 

Congo (Codeco) क   ब       भ    थत   ,    Lendu   त  क  य   क  द    कयन    र  एक  भ र  म  
 भ       

 ―So far, we have not encountered any resistance from the armed groups,‖ a health o•cial in 
Mongbwalu said on Monday. 

 ―Mongbwalu भ   फ तक  भ   क   ब        भ        तय ध क    भन  न    कयन  ऩ     ,‖   भ  य क  
एक      म   धक य  न  क    

 ―We are looking for strategies to reach the sick in insecure areas.‖ 

 ― भ    य  त      भ  फ भ य र    तक ऩ   चन  क  यणन  तम       य      ‖ 
 The Convention for Popular Revolution (CRP), an armed group often associated with the 

itinerant Hema, for its part declared a unilateral cease•re on Thursday, before the Ebola 
outbreak was reported. 

   भ त  Hema  भ द म               भ   Convention for Popular Revolution (CRP) न  Ebola 

 क ऩ क    चन   न     ऩ र       य क  एकतयप  म  ध  य भ क     ण  क   
 The pitched battles pitting the CRP against the Congolese military and the Codeco militia 

are marked by numerous abuses and killings of civilians. 

 CRP, Congolese   न  औय Codeco militia क  फ च   न    र  ब  ण र   म   न   यक  ऩय   म च य 
औय   म        च  नत य       
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IS-linked fighters 

 IS               

 To the southwest of Bunia stretches the vast Ituri forest, which serves as a safe haven for 
fighters from the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), who have pledged allegiance to the 
Islamic State group. 

 Bunia क  द  ण-ऩ  चभ भ  प र      र Ituri forest  न र  क  क   रए   य  त   क न  फन            
Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)            औय      न  Islamic State group क    त  न     म त 

क      
 Formed by former Ugandan rebels who fled across the border, the ADF is notorious for 

extreme violence towards civilians. 

   भ  ऩ य ब    ऩ    Ugandan       म     य     त ADF न   यक  क    र प   म धक       क   रए 

क  म त     
 It has committed massacres in both Ituri and neighbouring North Kivu province, killing at 

least 36 people in several attacks in early May. 

   न  Ituri औय ऩ     North Kivu province भ  नय    य  कए   ,   नभ  भ  क      त भ  क   भर  भ  
कभ    कभ 36 र    क  भ त      

 The road leading from Bunia to Beni, a city in the north of North Kivu, cuts through an area 
that falls prey to regular ADF raids. 

 Bunia    North Kivu क    य    य Beni तक   न    र    क               यत         नम भत ADF 

raids क    क य   त  य त      
 Healthcare and humanitarian workers are not spared by the armed group, who kill 

indiscriminately. 

 म        भ        मक भ म  औय भ न  म    मत  क भ म  क  ब  न    फ  त  औय   ध ध  ध   म ए  
कयत      

 ADF fighters often target roads along which the military is slow to intervene, despite the help 
of the Ugandan army fighting alongside Congolese soldiers in the province since 2021. 

 ADF र  क     य  न   क  क   न  न  फन त            न  क    त  म  ध भ  य त    ,  फ क 2021    
Ugandan   न  ब  Congolese    नक  क    थ       त भ  र  य       

Front line 

            

 To the south, the DRC‘s eastern provinces of North Kivu and South Kivu have been cut in 
two by the front lines pitting the Congolese army against the M23 and its Rwandan allies. 

 द  ण भ  DRC क  ऩ       त North Kivu औय South Kivu Congolese   न  औय M23 तथ    क  
Rwanda   म   म  क  फ च       क     भ ऩ   तम       ब   त     ए     

 According to local sources, clashes have continued on the ground since the beginning of the 
epidemic, notably in South Kivu — despite the DRC and Rwanda signing a peace deal 
brokered by the United States in December. 

  थ न म      क   न   य भ  भ य        न  क  फ द           ऩ    South Kivu भ    ऩ    य    ,  फ क 

DRC औय Rwanda न   द  फय भ  United States क  भ म थत  भ      त  भ  त  ऩय   त  य  कए थ   
 The airport in North Kivu’s provincial capital Goma, which once helped funnel urgently 

needed aid into the eastern DRC by air, has been shut since the M23 took the city in January 

2025. 

 North Kivu क     त म य  ध न  Goma क           ,    कब  ऩ    DRC भ       भ       त क र 

   मत  ऩ   च न  भ  भदद कयत  थ ,  न य  2025 भ  M23    य    य ऩय क    कयन  क  फ द    फ द     
 In April, the warring parties signed a declaration in Switzerland committing them to help the 

deployment of humanitarian aid. 
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    र भ  म  धयत ऩ   न  Switzerland भ  एक    ण  ऩय   त  य  कए    भ  भ न  म    मत  ऩ   च न  
भ    म   क    द   कम   म   

Parallel government 

                

 A rst Ebola infection has been confirmed in Goma, which lies near the Rwandan border and 
remains in the hands of the M23. 

 Rwandan   भ  क  ऩ     थत औय  ब  ब  M23 क   नम  ण   र  Goma भ  Ebola    भण क  ऩ र  
भ भर  ऩ             

 While the M23 has been set up to govern for the long haul for the regions under its control, it 
has never had to manage the response to a serious epidemic. 

   र   क M23 न   ऩन   नम  ण   र       भ  र फ   भम तक    न कयन  क   म  थ  फन     , र  कन     
कब   क     ब य भ  भ य      नऩ न  क   न ब  न    य       

 The M23-appointed governors of the North and South Kivu provinces on Sunday 
announced the deployment of health, monitoring and awareness-raising teams among the 
population, as well as the tightening of health measures in medical facilities and in high-
density areas. 

 य    य क  North and South Kivu provinces क  M23-appointed governors न   फ द  क  फ च 

     म,  न य न  औय     कत    भ  क  त न त  तथ   च क        ध    औय  न   फ द    र       भ  
     म  ऩ म  क    त कयन  क     ण  क   

 Since Sunday, ―no new cases have been reported‖, the M23’s spokesman said in a 

statement on Monday. 

   भ  य क    य  फम न भ  M23’s spokesman न  क    क य    य    ―क   नम  भ भर    भन  न     म  
   ‖ 

 

 

GS Paper III: Environment  20 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

20M Sixth tiger dies of suspected CDV in M.P.’s Kanha Reserve 

                                   CDV                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
5 

20M. Sixth tiger dies of suspected CDV in M.P.’s 
Kanha Reserve 

                                   CDV               
    

 Another tiger has been found dead in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Kanha Tiger Reserve (KTR), with the authorities 

suspecting it to be the sixth death within a month due to the 
canine distemper virus (CDV), which spreads through dogs. 

                               (KTR) भ  एक औय फ   भ त ऩ म   म  
  , औय   धक  यम  क    द       क म  एक भ  न  क  ब तय                
      (CDV)            भ त   ,    क    क  भ  मभ    प रत      

 The six-year-old male tiger was found dead on Tuesday 
in compartment number 156 of Mohgaon beat under the Mukki 
range. 

       म नय फ   भ  र  य क              क  क ऩ   भ   न फय 156 भ  
          क    त  त भ त ऩ म   म   

 KTR Deputy Director P. K. Verma told The Hindu that 
the initial findings of the post-mortem examination show a serious 
lung infection in the feline, prompting the suspicion of the 
presence of CDV, as well as some superficial injury marks. 

 KTR क   ऩ  नद  क   .   .      न  द    द  क  फत म   क ऩ   भ   भ क  
  य  बक    च भ  फ   क  प प   भ    ब य    भण ऩ म   म    ,       CDV क  भ   द   क     क    ऩ न 

      ,   थ      क   य य ऩय क    त   च    क   न  न ब   भर      
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20M. How death leaves behind unfinished plans and unanswered questions.  

           अ         अ             औ  अ                         

 Nothing brings as much clarity to the mind as proximity to death. 

भ  म  क   नक त    तन  भ न  क  ऩ  त   द न कयत    ,  तन  क   

  म   थ त न    कयत   
 As people approach the end of their lives, they write wills and 

make •nal confessions and wishes — attempts to clear away 
the emotional and material detritus of a life. 

 फ र    ऩन     न क     तभ चयण क   नक  ऩ   चत    , तफ       मत 

 र त     औय    तभ    क य   तम   तथ      ए   म त कयत     — म  

   न क  ब  न  भक औय ब  तक        क     न  क  एक  म     त  
    

 But unlike that other inevitability in life; taxes, death does not always arrive with a neat 
balancing of accounts. 

 क त     न क  द  य    न  म त   थ  त   कय  क    ऩय त, भ  म   द      न क    त  रत     फ- कत फ क  
  थ न     त   

 More often, it is messy: both in form or in the many ways it approaches us, and in the things 
left behind — untendered apologies, undeclared love or forgiveness, uno•ered explanations. 

  धकतय म    म   थत   त     — च      क   न  क     ऩ    म    क  ऩ          न    र  फ त  — 

     कब  न भ         भ म चन ए ,  म त न  कम   म    भ म   भ , तथ  कब  न  दए  ए  ऩ   कयण  
 In •lms and some books, however, neat endings and the ticking o• of bucket lists are 

narrative devices meant to reassure us that death brings with it a reckoning, an opportunity to 
leave behind a well-balanced account of one‘s life. 
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  र   क,  प भ  औय क   ऩ  तक  भ     म   थत   त तथ     न क   ध य         क  ऩ य  कयन      
कथ  भक  ऩकयण   त    ,   नक    द  म  भ  म          दर न    त      क भ  म   ऩन    थ   भभ थन 

औय    न क    त  रत र   -        न  क     य र कय  त      
 Some recent reads, however, are far less interested in o•ering that kind of comfort. 

 क त  क      रम        मक क  तम       क य क       न ऩ ण       न द न  भ  कभ   च य त      

Altering the course 

                   

 In The Rest of Our Lives, Ben Markovits’s 2025 novel that was shortlisted for the Booker 
Prize, the messiness of it all is laid bare in all its uneasy glory. 

       ऑ           ,                 क      2025 क   ऩ म      औय              क    च  भ  
   भर     थ ,   भ      भ त   म  थ  क    म त  ऩ   औय       ऩ भ    त त  कम   म      

 What begins as a midlife crisis road trip gradually circles back to a New York hospital, ending 

in a deliberately nebulous fashion. 

   कथ  एक भ म- म    क        यत   क म    क   ऩ भ   य ब   त    ,    ध य -ध य          क  एक 

  ऩत र तक र    त     औय   नफ  कय   ऩ     त ऩय  भ  त   त      
 In language that is plain but packs a punch, the book takes us through what appears to be a 

midlife crisis of the protagonist Tom. 

 यर  क त   ब    र  ब    भ  म  ऩ  तक  भ  न मक     क  भ म- म    क  क  म       ऩ य चत कय त  
    

 His wife, Amy, had an a•air in the past. 

  क  ऩ न      क   त त भ  एक   फ ध य   थ   
 Tom promised himself then that he would leave his wife once his last child, Miri, goes o• to 

college. 

तफ   भ न    म     म   चन  रम  थ   क           क   फ          त न      क र   चर    ए  ,    

 ऩन  ऩ न  क      द     
 ―What we obviously had,‖ says Tom in the book, ―even when things smoothed over, was a C-

minus marriage, which makes it pretty hard to score much higher than a B overall on the rest 
of your life.‖ 

ऩ  तक भ    भ क त    , ―    भ य  ऩ    ऩ    ऩ    थ ,    एक   -भ  न   तय क        थ , बर     फ द 

भ  ऩ य  थ तम     भ  म         , औय         न क      ब   भ  फ       धक   क    त कयन  क  न    
  त     ‖ 

 Tom takes o• on a road trip, •rst to drop his daughter o• at college, and later to visit his 
brother, his son, and an old girlfriend — an almost self-meditative way of assessing his life, 
trying to resolve some things before embarking on his new spouse-less life. 

  भ एक   क म    ऩय  नकरत    , ऩ र   ऩन  फ    क  क र      न  क   रए औय फ द भ   ऩन  ब  ,  ऩन  
ऩ   तथ   ऩन  ऩ य न     भक      भरन  क   रए — म    क     न क    भ   र  ण कयन  क  र ब  

 म नभम तय क    ,    भ      ऩन        क    न     र  न  म        कयन     ऩ र  क   फ त  क  
  र  न  क   म   कयत      

 The book ends abruptly when Tom‘s facial swelling turns out to be a cancer diagnosis. 

ऩ  तक  च नक     भम  भ  त      त      फ   भ क  च  य  क     न क  य क   नद न क   ऩ भ    भन  
 त      

 It takes him to the radiation department of a hospital, with his wife in attendance, his plans of 
leaving her clearly upended. 

म    थ त       ऩत र क     कयण   ब   तक र    त    ,        क  ऩ न    क    थ  ऩ  थत   त    , 
औय        न  क    क  म  न ए   ऩ    ऩ     र    त      
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 Much was written by reviewers about the abruptness of the ending, but it carried, in a way, a 
hint of vérité — of life and death simply happening to you unexpectedly, disrupting well-laid-
out plans. 

 भ  क  न      च नक  भ   त क  फ य  भ  फ  त क    र  ,  क त    भ  एक  क य क  मथ थ फ ध ब  थ  — 

 क    न औय भ  म     म   त  ऩ       त   त     औय     च  यत म  न    क  फ  धत कय द त      

The unsent letter 

अ         

 In a way, the book di•ers from The Correspondent by Virginia Evans, also published in 

2025. 

एक  क य    म  ऩ  तक               क      2025 भ   क   त ऩ  तक                   ब न     
 An epistolary novel, it is a life told through the letters of Sybil Van Antwerp, a woman in her 

70s. 

म  एक ऩ   भक  ऩ म     ,    भ    य     क   म  क  भ  र                   क  ऩ   क  भ  मभ    
  क     न क  कथ  क          

 Through lengthy and frequent correspondence, she does not leave much unsaid to her family 
and friends, unlike Tom in The Rest of Our Lives. 

द    औय  नम भत ऩ  च य क  भ  मभ        ऩन  ऩ य  य औय  भ      फ  त कभ फ त   नक      त    ,    
       ऑ            क    भ     ब न     

 Sybil was a lawyer who clerked for a judge for much of her career, and even manages to •nd 
some closure in an old case she handled, marked by a miscarriage of justice. 

   फर एक  क र थ ,    न   ऩन    धक    ऩ    य    न भ  एक  म म ध   क     मक क   ऩ भ  क म  
 कम , औय    एक ऩ य न  भ भर  भ ,     म  मक          च  नत थ , क    द तक  भ ध न ब     त कय 
र त      

 It is her one unsent letter, hidden in the pages of Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca, found after 
her death by her neighbour Theodor, that solves a mystery running like a thread through the 

novel. 

  क  एक      त ऩ ,                    क  ऩ  तक        क  ऩ     भ    ऩ      थ  औय   क  भ  म  क  
फ द   क  ऩ             क   भर ,  ऩ म   भ   नय तय चर य   य  म क   भ ध न   त त कयत      

 The letter is addressed to Sybil‘s former husband Daan, who has already died by the time it is 
discovered. 

म  ऩ     फर क  ऩ    ऩ त     क    फ  धत थ ,    क        न  तक   क  भ  म     च क  थ   
 It explains, or tries to, the reasons their marriage imploded, the fractured relationships she 

had with her other children, and why, despite Daan‘s request, she could not bring herself to 
meet him at the end of his life. 

म   नक        क     न  क  क यण ,   क    म फ च  क    थ  फ      फ ध  तथ    न क   न य ध क  फ    द 

  क     न क     तभ  भम भ       न  भर ऩ न  क  क यण  क   ऩ   कयन   थ    ऩ   कयन  क   म   

कयत      
 There are some secrets that do follow people into the grave, even for those who appear as 

open and re•ective as Sybil in her correspondence. 

क   य  म       त        र    क    थ क  तक चर    त    , म    तक  क  न र    क    थ ब      ऩन  
ऩ  च य भ     फर क  तय    र  औय   भ   र     त त   त      

 It is the people left behind who need closure, as they continue to live with the questions that 
each death leaves unanswered. 

   त  भ   भ ध न क     मकत   न र    क    त        ऩ    य    त    ,  म  क      म क भ  म     य  
      ए  न   यत   न  क    थ    न  मत त कयत  य त      

 If Sybil‘s story explores closure through writing, Evie King’s book shows what happens when 

closure becomes an administrative task. 
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म द    फर क  क  न  र  न क  भ  मभ     भ ध न क      कयत    , त           क  ऩ  तक म  द   त     
 क  फ  भ ध न एक      नक क म  फन   त    , तफ  म    त      

Quiet departures 

             

 In Ashes To Admin: The Caseload of a Council Funeral O•cer, the protagonist, King 
herself, is a council case worker in charge of pauper‘s graves — or, as she keeps saying 
throughout the book, funerals for people who die alone, whether poor or rich, who have 
outlived or are estranged from all their kin. 

             :          ऑ  अ                ऑ     भ  न  मक    म   क     ,    एक ऩ य   

कभ च य  क   ऩ भ   नध न  क  क   क   फ धन कयत     —  थ         क    ऩ य  ऩ  तक भ  क त    ,  न 

र    क     तभ    क य क  क म      क र  भय   त    , च        नध न    म   भ  ध, औय      न   ऩन   ब  
ऩ य न  क  ऩ         दम     म   न    र    भ     न  मत त  कम      

 In case after case she handles, King speaks of her attempts to construct a life, a kinship and 
friendship network that preceded these lonely deaths. 

  म क भ भर  भ ,           ब रत    ,  क    न  क र  भ  म     ऩ       मभ न    न, ऩ  य   यक   फ ध  
औय  भ त  क    र क  ऩ न न  भ त कयन  क   ऩन   म    क   ण न कयत      

 In some instances, she •nds family members still living, or even a club of bike enthusiasts 
who can swell the numbers at the funeral parlour. 

क   भ भर  भ ,        त ऩ य न  क      र त    ,  थ   भ  य    कर    भम  क   क    भ   क ,    
   तभ    क य भ   ऩ  थत र    क     म  फ    कत      

 In each funeral she oversees, however, the deaths a•ect her and she realises she needs 
closure. 

 क त    न-  न    तभ    क य  क     द  य   कयत    ,  न  ब  भ  भ  म  क   ब    न ऩय ऩ त     औय 
     म   न ब    त      क        म  ब   भ ध न क     मकत      

 ―Befriend death, turn a light on, extinguish those shadows and live well; because that‘s the bit 
that matters,‖ she says, embracing life. 

―भ  म      भ त  कय ,  क   प र  ,  न   ध य  क   भ  त कय  औय         न   म ;  म  क    त  भ  
    भ   ऩ ण    ,‖       न क     क य कयत    ए क त      

 How we handle the one certain thing in life — death — is never neat, yet it is something we all 
share as a human experience, even as we encounter it separately. 

 भ    न क  एकभ    न  चत   न  — भ  म  — क    भन       क य कयत    ,    कब  ब     म   थत 

न      त ,  क त  म      भ न  म  न ब           भ  ब       कयत    , बर      भ       र - र  

 ऩ भ     यत      
 The transformative power of literature can illuminate that condition, but there is no manual to 

take us across the •nish line. 

     म क   ऩ  तयक य     त    भ न  म   थ त क   क   त कय  कत    ,  क त     न क     तभ   भ  
तक ऩ   च न    र  क    न  चत भ   द  क  ऩर ध न        

 


